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Know it! 

Know it! is DW Transtel’s magazine all about knowledge.
 
Do you know what factors influence climate change or what impact it has on humanity? Are 
you aware of the questions currently being researched by scientists? How much do you know 
about energy and the environment? Do you keep up-to-date with the latest developments in 
transport technology? Do you keep track of health and medical advances? And did you know… 
 
All over the world, scientists are working to increase our knowledge. Engineers develop practi-
cal applications for new discoveries; their research makes it possible for people to embrace the 
future. Those equipped with greater knowledge have a better chance of solving problems, 
improving living conditions and curing diseases, and, ultimately, of securing the survival of 
humanity as a whole. 
 
Know it! brings you magazine-length reports packed full of information on science, technology 
and everyday phenomena. Know it! lets you in on the latest developments and discoveries 
from all over the world. If you’re curious about the world around you, just tune in and Know it!
 
SAMPLE EPISODE 30 MINUTE VERSION
 

The Art of the Gait 

Baggage Logistics 

Polishing Silver with Plasma 

Why Robots are the Best Gardeners 

Groundwater is the New Gold 

Pioneering Prosthetics 
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The Quest for Knowledge 

Humans have always had a thirst for knowledge --- whether it be to improve their lives and 
circumstances or out of sheer curiosity and the urge to get to the bottom of things. Without 
scientific discoveries, humanity would not have evolved at such a rapid pace. Life as we know it 
today would be unthinkable without the knowledge we gain through science and scholarship. 
Innovations and new insights are integrated into our lives in ever quicker succession. We watch 
scientists, engineers and inventors as they look for ways to increase human knowledge. These 
fascinating films accompany them in their Quest for Knowledge. 
 
34  Stradivari’s Legacy 

Stradivarius violins are famous for their incomparable tone. Scientists, violin makers and 
musicians have long been trying to discover the secret of this very special sound. It would 
appear that Stradivari selected wood of a particular density to make his violins. And this 
density, it turns out, can be influenced with the help of a fungus. 

 
36 Europe’s Giant Elephants ---- Exploring a Lost Biotope  

120,000 years ago, giant elephants roamed the plains of Europe. A spectacular archaeolog-
ical find in Germany reveals a great deal about the fauna and climate of that era, during 
which early humans tried to assert themselves over the animal kingdom.  

 
37 The Earth’s Sensitive Surface  

Biological crusts of mosses, lichens and cyanobacteria cover vast areas of the Earth’s surface 
like a skin. They protect against erosion and destruction --- and act as a brake on global 
warming to a much greater extent than previously thought. But much too little is known 
about these sensitive layers. 

 
42 The Neanderthal in Us 

We are more closely related to Neanderthal Man than previously thought. This is the 
astonishing conclusion of scientists working on a project to decode the Neanderthal genome.
Their research, carried out over a number of years, has revolutionized our understanding 
of prehistoric man and his evolution. 

 
44 The Silent Demise of a Species 

Around a third of the world’s 5,000 species of amphibian are endangered. Scientists only 
have a limited understanding of why this might be the case. In Cameroon, two German 
tropical marine ecologists have spent years conducting research into around 100 indig-
enous species of frog. 

 
45 Southern Italy ---- Understanding Volcanoes 

Vesuvius, Etna and Stromboli are among the most intensively explored and monitored 
volcanoes in the world. Researchers want to be able to predict eruptions more precisely, 
but this is proving to be difficult. Nevertheless, their work on the volcanoes of southern Italy 
is helping colleagues in other regions. 
 

47 Tree Protection ---- Finding Ways of ‘‘Fingerprinting’’ Wood 

Illegal logging and the illegal trade in timber are destroying many of the world’s forests. Sci-
entists are trying to develop ways of identifying wood according to its type and origin. They 
hope that this will help to crack down on the destructive activities of crooks and smugglers. 

 

VERSIONS 
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48  Storm Research ---- How Meteorologists are Working to Make Flying Safer 

Extreme weather represents a risk to aeroplanes and those on board. Researchers are trying 
to gain a better understanding of storms in order to try to minimize the danger. German 
scientists have developed software that is able to predict storms at short notice. The next 
big step will be to convey these warnings directly to the cockpit via datalink. 
 

49  Eco-Friendly Chemistry 

Almost 90 percent of all chemical industry products are derived from mineral oil. But 
what will happen when oil reserves run out? Since the early 1980s, the German chemist 
and entrepreneur Hermann Fischer has focussed his attention on the potential of plants. 
His research has shown that the resins, oils, starches and pigments in plants can replace all 
petrochemical products. 
 

51  Over Land and Sea ---- The Mystery of Bird Migration 

The annual migration of billions of birds is a mystery to science. Why do these creatures 
travel thousands of kilometers? How and when did such migration begin? Using up-tothe-
minute technology, researchers hope to discover more about the lives of migratory birds –
and thereby improve air traffic safety. 
 

52  Self-Drive Cars for Safer Roads 

Human error is the most frequent cause of car accidents. For this reason, assistance systems 
and autopilots are playing an increasing role on the roads. Expectations of the new tech-
nology are high: enhanced safety, lower emissions and fewer traffic jams. Even cars that 
drive themselves are no longer simply a futuristic vision. 
 

53  Bioacoustics ---- Investigating Animal Language 

The sounds animals make are astonishingly diverse. Scientists working in the new discipline 
of bioacoustics are using extraordinary methods to investigate a huge variety of noises 
produced by animals. Could these be described as a kind of language? Will it one day be 
possible to enter into dialogue with animals such as dolphins or elephants? 
 

54  The Inscrutable World of Clouds 

While research into the nature of clouds continues to yield fascinating new insights, it is 
also throwing up a number of questions. For example, there are clouds that cool the Earth, 
and others that cause temperatures to rise. One thing is clear: More information about 
clouds is needed if we are to make any reliable climate predictions. 
 

55  High-Tech Animal Research 

How do kites choose their route over the Straits of Gibraltar? How do tiny butterflies manage
to clear mountain altitudes of 3,000 meters and cover distances of more than 2,500 kilo-
meters? In a bid to answer such questions, as many animals as possible are fitted out with 
small, extremely powerful transmitters by an international team of researchers.  
 

56  Adrenaline ---- The Addictive, Lifesaving Hormone 

Adrenaline is a multifaceted hormone. At times of great physical or psychological stress, it 
swiftly adjusts our cardiovascular system and metabolism to the new situation. But it can 
also be addictive. In the case of extreme sportsmen and women, some even put their lives 
on the line in pursuit of new heights of stimulation. 
 

57  Ticks ---- Danger in the Woods 

Just one bite from a tick can be enough to infect a person with dangerous pathogens. Re-
cent years have seen an increase in the number of these parasites in Europe. By finding 
out more about ticks, researchers hope to improve their ability to predict when and where 
the dangers are lurking. 
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58  Running for the Rush 

Endurance sport is becoming a mass phenomenon. But medical professionals observe the 
trend with mixed feelings. On the one hand, they welcome the fact that more people are 
leading active lifestyles. But on the other, many recreational athletes are pushing them-
selves too hard. The intensive pursuit of sport requires good health and regular, long-term 
periods of training. Otherwise, the strain can damage tendons, ligaments and joints and, 
in the worst case scenario, cause a heart attack. 
 

59  Animals as Early Warning Systems 

Scientists have observed changes in the behavior of goats close to the volcano Mount Etna 
in Italy several hours before an eruption. This would give the local authorities enough 
time to warn people living nearby. Can the behavior of other animals in other parts of the 
world serve as reliable predictor of dangers or even epidemics? 
 

60  How Animals Feel 

A rat frees another rat from a cage. An elderly chimpanzee adopts an orphaned baby mon-
key. Two elephants help one another find food. Do such displays of empathy and altruism 
show that animals are capable of moral behavior? And if this gives them advantages in the
battle for survival --- does this mean morality is a product of evolution? Behavioral biolo-
gists are taking a fresh look at how animals feel, and how they act upon their feelings.  
 

61  Merapi ---- Java’s Mountain of Fire 

Mount Merapi on the Indonesian island of Java is one of the most active and dangerous 
volcanoes in the world. It has claimed the lives of thousands of people over the past 100 
years. The risk of a major new eruption with potentially global consequences is high. Re-
searchers are trying to understand Merapi’s dynamic system. 
 

62  A Vision of a Zoo to Preserve Wildlife 

Zoos are often viewed as ‘‘animal prisons’’, even though these days most zoo animals are 
born in captivity and many zoos take great care to ensure the enclosures are spacious and 
emulate natural habitats as far as possible. The World Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
works to ensure that nature conservation and biodiversity are a priority, and that zoos 
keep the public informed and aware of these issues. Are modern-day zoos managing to 
meet these challenges? 
 

63  Rare Earth Metals ---- The Future of High-Tech Elements 

Modern life would be inconceivable without rare earth metals. These are an essential 
component of high-tech products such as smartphones and hybrid cars. But mining these 
17 elements is usually both expensive and damaging to the environment. Efforts are un-
derway to find greener ways to produce the problematic metals, to recycle them intelli-
gently and to replace them altogether. 
 

64  Medicine of the Apes ---- The Jungle Pharmacy 

Animals tend to eat particular plants when they are ill. In the Democratic Republic of Con-
go, a German biologist has analyzed what bonobos choose to eat. Her findings are of in-
terest to the pharmaceuticals industry, as these plants could yield substances with which 
to create new drugs. But the bonobos are a species under threat, and what we can learn 
from them might soon be lost forever. 
 

65  Black Holes ---- Investigating the Phenomenon 

Black holes are not only fascinating to sci-fi writers, but also beguiling to scientists. They 
are mysterious and they cannot be observed directly. Increasingly sophisticated technolo-
gy s enabling astronomers to explore uncharted areas of space, giving them new and pro-
found insights into the universe and its history. 
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66  Light Pollution ---- The Disappearing Darkness 

The Earth is becoming ever brighter. But too much artificial light at night can negatively 
affect the wellbeing of people and animals. Scientists are concerned at what they say are 
rising levels of light pollution. Is there anything that can be done, without plunging us  
into darkness? What steps can be taken to make our artificial lighting more sustainable 
and kinder to our health? 
 

67  Mining on the Ocean Floor 

On the floor of the Pacific Ocean, at a depth of four kilometers, there are vast reserves of 
manganese nodules. These contain many rare metals used in the manufacture of electronic 
devices. There are fears that extracting these metals could disrupt natural marine rhythms 
and threaten an ecosystem that we still don’t really understand. Scientists are hoping that 
their research will ease the impact of deep-sea mining on the environment. 
 

68  Leaving Nothing to Chance? 

Researchers base a whole variety of prognoses on the tide of data generated by advancing 
digitalization. Predictive analytics uses data mining to create algorithms to predict trends 
in society and individual preferences. Such algorithms are of great interest both to the 
business world and to governments and their intelligence agencies. 
 

69  Trust Your Gut 

Our intestine is like a second brain: What’s known as the enteric nervous system sur-
rounds the entire organ, permanently sending information to the brain and influencing 
our emotions. Now researchers have discovered that humans fall into three different in-
testinal groups or enterotypes. Like blood groups, these are not linked to gender, age or 
ethnicity. The discovery has led to promising developments in the treatment of intestinal 
disorders and in nutrition research. 
 

70  The Decline of Alpine Glaciers 

Glaciers are places where the effects of climate change can be seen and measured on a dai-
ly basis. The retreat of glaciers in the Alps has been far more rapid than scientists had pre-
dicted. This is due to the exacerbation of global warming by local factors. The changes not 
only impact the Alpine ecosystem. Permafrost holds rocks and scree in place. If it melts, 
the results could be devastating. 
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The Mysteries of the Brain

 
The brain is the nerve center of the human body. It is the point where all information from the 
body and its environment is collected and processed into reactions and memories. Everything 
we think, say or do is controlled by the brain, as are processes that occur without our conscious 
input, such as understanding what we are seeing or hearing, feeling joy or fear, or recognizing 
danger. Researching the workings of the human brain is an even greater scientific challenge 
than decoding the human genome. 
 
07  What Makes a Person Evil? 

People are often stunned when violent crimes occur close to home. To most, the evil that 
is manifest in premeditated murder, rape or torture seems frighteningly alien. How can 
such crimes happen? What goes on in a perpetrator’s mind? Are the neural mechanisms 
that accompany these kinds of behaviour similar in all criminals that commit crimes like 
these, or are they fundamentally different? The neurologists, psychologists, and sociolo-
gists who study the processes that go on in offenders’ brains --- along with their social  
environment, and the evolutionary biological aspects of violent behaviour --- now believe 
that much of what we describe as ‘‘evil’’ is actually far less alien than it initially appears. 

 
08  Doping for the Brain 

Demands on mental performance, especially at the workplace, are increasing steadily. The 
modern world calls for a high degree of attention, concentration, and stamina. But not 
everyone is able to come to terms with this permanent stress. That’s leading more and 
more people to search for ways to improve their mental performance, and many are turn-
ing to ‘neuro-enhancer’ drugs that were originally developed to treat depression, the at-
tention disorder ADHD and narcolepsy. Neuroscientists take a critical view of the trend, 
because the supposed increase in mental performance these compounds bring is often ac-
companied by powerful side-effects. Some even cause lasting neurological damage. They 
suggest non-chemical alternatives that have proven to be at least as effective. 

 
09  Invisible, But Highly Effective: Our Thoughts 

We can use our thoughts to control devices and move artificial limbs. Our thoughts even 
have the power to heal disease. But what are thoughts? Mere brain waves, or something 
more? The latest neurological research shows that thoughts and feelings belong together, 
that they influence each other and cannot be understood independently of each other. 

 
11  How Scientists Manipulate Our Memories 

Scientists are looking for ways to erase terrible, distressing memories in order to help 
people overcome crippling fear. Neuroscientists have discovered that a certain enzyme is 
involved in longterm fear memories and are seeking to control its activity. Might this 
mean a ray of hope for traumatized people? Or is it a risky path for society to take? 
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Foresight

 
Mankind has always dreamed of being able to glimpse into the future. Scientists are already 
trying to create things that others still regard as pie in the sky. For example, innovative medical 
procedures or new industrial materials, intelligent communication technology or revolution-
ary approaches to environmental conservation. But all this is only possible if researchers are 
independent and creative, and if they have the courage to break new scientific ground. But how 
much of the research being carried out into futuristic projects is “fiction”, and how much of it is 
“science”? What methods are employed? What are the positive and negative aspects of trying to 
anticipate the future?  
 
14 A Bright Future for Robots  

Thirty years ago it was still assumed that robots would soon be in service as jacks-of-all-
trades in our homes. IT specialists and engineers have done a great deal of research in this 
field, but the universal home robot is still not in sight. The numerous difficulties were un-
derestimated. In other fields, there is a great deal that robots can do. In factories they work 
with speed, strength and precision that no human welder or fitter could match. In space 
technology and surgery too, robots are already irreplaceable. But whatever science fiction 
might suggest, robots cannot think for themselves, they need someone to operate their 
remote controls. It’s in this field that research is most intense. Remote-controlled robots 
will, it’s hoped, carry out complicated manœuvres on Mars, and allow surgeons to operate 
on beating human hearts. 

 
16 Aeroplanes of the Future 

When passenger planes were equipped with jet engines after the Second World War, it 
revolutionized aviation. For the first time it became possible to travel several thousand 
kilometers in one day. Every year more and more people are taking advantage of this com-
fortable and fast way to travel. But the consequences for the environment are questiona-
ble. Noise all around airports, soot and emissions high up in the atmosphere are affecting 
people and the global climate. Engine designers and aviation engineers are therefore do-
ing a lot of research into how jet engines could be improved and how aircraft could be 
equipped with entirely different engines. The results of their work range from futuristic 
mega-jets to battery-powered electric engines and quiet, energy-saving jet engines.  

 
18 The 3D-Effect  

3D films in the cinema and on television are designed to add an impressive spatial dimen-
sion to the viewer’s visual experience. The principle that is applied was already around in a 
similar form for movies back in the 1950s. Over the last twenty years, however, it has been 
improved to such a degree that today 3D is no longer associated with a considerable drop 
in picture quality. On the other hand, more and more viewers complain about headaches, 
dizziness, and nausea. Doctors, camera manufacturers, and graphic designers are focusing 
on this phenomenon. They are studying the causes and working on new systems to en-
sure that in future 3D productions will be regarded by most viewers not only as impres-
sive but also as pleasant to watch.     
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20  The Textiles of the Future 

Intelligent materials that supply the skin with pharmaceutical products, protective vests 
with air conditioning or textile sensors that monitor bodily functions --- scientists and the 
textile industry are working hard to design the clothing of tomorrow, often with health or 
safety benefits. 

 
22  How 3D Printing is Changing Our World 

Economists expect 3D printing to cause an industrial revolution. The technology has existed 
since the 1980s, but printers used to be too large and too expensive. Prices have now dropped 
dramatically, and 3D printers are following the same trajectory that computers once did: 
once too pricey for any customers other than large concerns, they’re now increasingly 
found on private desks. Products made by 3D printers are already part of everyday life. 
Most dental implants are made by printer, for example, while the shaped outer shell of a 
hearing aid is also printed. Airplanes are also built with printed parts. But that’s only the 
beginning. Just as we download music and books, in the future we will be able to download 
design parameters to print replacement parts. No matter how old the broken washing 
machine or vacuum cleaner, finding and printing the component to fix it will be a snap in 
the future.  

 
23  Small Hydropower Stations, Big Future 

Hydropower plants supply clean energy. But large-scale projects often have major 
drawbacks of an ecological, financial or technical nature. So researchers are looking for 
ways to make small hydropower plants efficient and affordable. 

 
24  Multi-Talented Algae 

Algae are miracles of versatility: They absorb CO2 from the atmosphere, they can be used 
as food and as fertilizer, are deployed in cancer research and promise to become a viable 
alternative to fossil fuels. Researchers are only just beginning to explore the vast potential 
of these organisms. 

 
25  Refuse as a Key Resource 

Our cities generate treasure --- concealed in garbage. Rare metals and other scarce materials 
can be found in old cell phones and cars, but also in derelict buildings. Extracting these 
materials presents scientists and engineers with a challenge. 

 
26  New Momentum for Trade Vessels 

International shipping blasts close to a billion tonnes of carbon dioxide into the air every 
year, as well as toxic grime and dust. Some studies claim that air pollution from shipping 
is responsible for up to 50,000 premature deaths per year in Europe alone. Austrian captain 
Andreas Lackner has joined forces with naval architects to develop a low-emissions  
sail-powered freighter: a wind-propelled hybrid ship that will only have to switch on its 
engines when it’s dead calm out on the water. 
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The Secret of Healing Powers 
An episode from our series ‘‘The Human Miracle’’. 
 
Neuroscience is providing increasing evidence of the power of the mind in the human body. As 
a result, ancient knowledge is also playing a greater role in western medicine. University hospi-
tals are working together with healers, physicians are learning how to lay on hands, oncologists 
are supporting their patients with voyages in consciousness to hidden internal images, psy-
chologist are combining trance and Feldenkrais work, doctors are helping their patients with 
traditional Chinese medicine, and hypnotists are enabling the deeply buried causes of chronic 
illness to be tracked down. Science is finding more and more pointers to the invisible network 
that unites body, mind, and soul. This network is unpredictable. But it strives for coherence, for 
harmony. It controls our internal images, and they have an influence on sickness and healing. 
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Our Technical World

 
Technology is an integral part of almost all areas of life, and is developing at an increasingly 
rapid pace. It is very visible in, for example, telecommunication, transport and medicine. But 
increasingly we take technology so for granted that we barely notice it. Our Technical World 
shows new and spectacular examples of how technology is deployed and the challenges it must 
withstand.  
 
01  Digital Archives 

The digitalization of archives and libraries has now been underway in many countries for 
decades. But the variety of different data formats and storage technologies used means 
that creating digital collections that remain readable for ever is a task of immense propor-
tions. It’s hoped new methods and devices will help make our digital heritage accessible to 
future generations. 

 
02  Machines in Control 

Computer-based assistance and autopilot systems are increasingly taking over the wheel 
in planes, trucks, cars and ships. Some boffins say freighters could soon sail the world’s 
seas without the need of a crew. Skepticism about these technological advances is giving 
way to acceptance. How do these systems work? And are they safe?  

 
03  The Effect of Light 

LED lights are now widely used in homes and offices and as headlights in cars. They’re 
energy-efficient and long-lasting. The color and brightness of LED lamps can also be ad-
justed, for example, over the course of a day. That means they can influence human bio-
rhythms. Clever light management could make office work more pleasant and shift work 
less damaging, and reduce jetlag on longhaul flights. 

 
04  Doctor Robot 

Robots are making huge strides in medicine. They are used in surgery, diagnostics and re-
habilitation. People with disabilities can now control wheelchairs and prosthetics with 
their thoughts. Tiny nanobots are being developed that will be able to repair the body 
from within, clear plaque from blood vessels and release medication directly into tu-
mours. 

 
05  High-Tech Farming 

Technology is gaining ground in agriculture as well. Satellite-controlled systems guide 
tractors and other machines with unprecedented accuracy. The equipment is becoming 
ever more powerful, efficient and complex --- leaving operators to focus almost solely on 
monitoring its performance. 

 
06  The World’s Tallest Clock Tower 

The world’s biggest clock faces adorn the top of a huge new building in Mecca in Saudi 
Arabia. It is adjacent to the holiest site of Islam, the Kaaba. The four clock faces have a di-
ameter of 43 meters, the minute hands are 23 meters long, and each of the four motors 
weighs 21 tonnes. 

 

VERSIONS 
Arabic, English, Spanish  
(06 x 30 min.) 
 

RIGHTS 
Not available worldwide.  
Please contact your regional 
distribution partner. 
 

ORDER NUMBER 
26 4848 | 01-06 
 
 

  



dw-transtel.com Programs in High Definition | DW Transtel
 

 

  

 

   

      

SCIENCE 
TECHNOLOGY 
MEDICINE 
 
 
DOCUMENTARY 
30 MIN. 

     

       

  
 

Digital Thinking ---- Intelligent Robots
An episode from our series ‘‘Faster, Higher, Stronger --- Tomorrow’s Technology’’. 
 
Robots are moving into more and more areas of life. They inspect pipes and power stations. 
They monitor air and water quality. They dive to forbidding depths or analyze rock samples 
from Mars. Many don’t actually look like robots. Others imitate animals or even resemble 
humans. In the world of science, robots serve as models designed to give us a greater under-
standing of biological creatures. Here, however, it becomes clear that their artificial intelli-
gence is radically different from natural intelligence. We are still a long way from being able 
to build robots that can interact with one another and their environment with the same 
versatility as we humans. 
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How Nature Heals

 
People around the world have been using substances found in nature to treat illnesses for
thousands of years. Long before modern scientific medicine came to dominate the healing 
process in many countries, the natural world provided therapeutic resources in the form of 
plants, water, light and nutrition. Today, both patients and doctors are reconsidering  
pre-modern and non-Western forms of treatment. Which ones are effective? What are the side 
effects? Our series presents traditional and new forms of natural medicine. 
 
13 Healing Horses ---- The Wonders of Equine Therapy 

Horses are highly sensitive animals. They are capable of responding to movements barely 
perceptible to humans and can effect healing where regular therapies fail. For example in 
the case of people who have been in a coma following an accident and have to relearn bod-
ily functions such as breathing, swallowing and picking things up. Equine therapy pro-
motes the healing process on both a physical and psychological level. 
 

14  Fasting as a Cure ---- New Research 

Studies carried out by Russian scientists over several decades suggest that medically-
supervised fasting can be used to treat a range of physical and psychological ailments. 
Recent studies appear to confirm at least some of these findings. 
 

15  Qi ---- The Chinese Art of Healing 

Therapies in traditional Chinese medicine such as acupuncture or acupressure are enjoying 
increasing popularity worldwide. Although modern science has yet to understand how 
they function, such therapies can nevertheless yield astonishing success. For example, 
they can alleviate pain and allergies, and help people overcome addiction. 
 

16  Hypnosis, Meditation, the Laying on of Hands ---- The Healing Powers of Complementary 

 Medicine  

There are chronic diseases that continue to baffle modern medicine. Yet practitioners of 
alternative therapies say they can help, with methods such as hypnosis, meditation and re-
laxation exercises. Scientists have been looking into whether these approaches are effective 
– and why. 

 
17  A Change in Diet ---- To Alleviate Symptoms 

With modern medication, many health complaints can be cured or at least alleviated. But 
drugs have side effects, and they can sometimes be severe. Three doctors from northern 
Germany have specialized in prescribing changes to their patients’ diets as a way of reduc-
ing their reliance on medication. 
 

18  The Healing Powers of the Inner Physician 

A view that is catching on in modern medicine is that the body’s self-healing response 
should be harnessed in the treatment of ill-health. Studies also suggest that a person’s 
mindset and attitude can influence the course of a disease. 
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TeleMed

 
Huge progress has been made in medical practice over recent decades. For example, the dis-
covery of fiber optics has made it possible to take a close look at the stomach or intestine and 
identify problem zones. Computer tomography creates three-dimensional images without 
using harmful X-rays. Intensive care medicine, transplantation medicine and genetic engineer-
ing are now making it possible to tackle diseases previously regarded as incurable. But there is 
still much uncharted scientific territory, for example with regard to diseases that have only 
emerged with our civilization. 
 
 

48 Reducing the Risk of Heart Attack 

Heart attack is the number one cause of 
death in many industrialized nations. 
For a long while, treatment concentrated 
on the emergency response. But recently, 
research has focused more on prevention
and possible genetic causes. Work is also 
being done on using stem cell therapy 
for heart disease. 

 
52 Bacteriophages ---- An Alternative to 

 Antibiotics?  

During the Cold War the Soviet Union 
was cut off from western advances in 
antibiotics research and therapy. But it 
developed its own tradition of using 
bacteriophages to tackle infections. Bac-
teriophages are viruses that destroy bac-
teria. Some are believed to do so without 
harming the patient. The main center for 
work on bacteriophages is in present-day 
Georgia. While bacteriophage therapy is 
used there, it is not permitted in many 
countries because its effectiveness has 
not been adequately demonstrated. 

 
57 Update on Aspirin 

Aspirin is one of the best-known medi-
cations in the world. It is usually taken 
to alleviate pain. But recent research  
indicates that it may have significant 
other uses, for example in the preven-
tion of colon cancer. 
 

59 The Stone Age Approach ---- A New Take 

 on Old Remedies  

Scientists around the world are current-
ly fascinated by a new perception of the 
human body. They are attempting to 
understand how our evolutionary histo-
ry has influenced the kinds of diseases 
that affect our lives, and are developing 
treatments from knowledge of how 
people lived in the Stone Age. 
 

 60 Flu Vaccines ---- A Challenge for Science

Flu viruses are highly adaptable. Re-
searchers track down suspicious muta-
tions and dangerous viral combinations 
across the globe. In response to a rise in 
new strains of potentially lethal flu, the 
scientists’ goal is to develop super-flu 
vaccines early enough to prevent epi-
demics. 

 
63  Covering up the Evidence ----  

 When Doctors Make Mistakes 

Tens of thousands of people die every 
year as a result of mistakes in their medi-
cal treatment. Fear of the consequences 
often leads doctors to cover their errors 
up or deny them. But the frequency of 
such mistakes can be considerably re-
duced with the help of systematic analy-
sis, simple checklists and regular training.
 

65  The Burnout Enigma 

It would appear that nowadays nobody 
is safe from the threat of burnout, what-
ever his or her occupation. Burnout, or 
long-term exhaustion, is primarily 
caused by perpetual pressure and stress 
in the workplace. Various therapeutic 
approaches are being explored, but the 
best protection is provided by mindful-
ness and prevention. 
 

67  Healing in Harmony with the  

 Body Clock 

These days, many people lead lives that 
are out of synch with the body’s natural 
healthy rhythm. The consequences are 
insomnia, depression, diabetes, even 
dementia. By administering doses of 
medication in harmony with the body 
clock, doctors are achieving astonishing 
results. 
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68  Electric Shocks Against Pain ----

 New Approaches in the Treatment of 

 Migraines 

Often, it’s a long time before migraine 
sufferers are correctly diagnosed. But 
now it’s possible to spot and treat the 
disease early. One option is botox, an-
other electric impulses that block the 
nerves at the back of the head. 
 

69  Varicose Veins Adieu ---- The Possibilities 

 of Radiowave Therapy 

Patients with varicose veins are usually 
advised by doctors to have the affected 
veins removed from the leg. It’s an effec-
tive, but messy treatment. Radiotherapy 
is a gentler method. It’s just as effective, 
and involves hardly any loss of blood. 
 

70  No More Joint Pain ---- Treatment Using 

 the Body’s Own Cells 

It sounds like a vision of the future: A 
defective part of the body is reproduced 
in a testtube using the body’s own cells 
and repaired. In the case of injured 
joints such as hips, knees or shoulders 
this is no longer a vision, but a reality. 
 

72  Cancer Prevention ----  

 Opportunity or Risk? 

Everyone fears a cancer diagnosis. That’s 
why many people attend precautionary 
examinations. But scientists are regard-
ing these with increasing skepticism. 
This is because early screening tests 
aren’t always reliable. A false diagnosis 
can plunge patients into a crisis, or re-
sult in them being given unnecessary 
treatment. 
 

73  Stroke ---- Every Minute Counts 

Every year more than 15 million people 
around the world have a stroke. Almost 
half of them then have to contend with 
the resulting damage to their health. 
Doctors hope a new range of treatments 
will help reduce this number signifi-
cantly. 
 

74  Prostate Cancer ---- Gentle Treatment 

 Provides Hope 

Prostate cancer is one of the most 
common cancers in men. New, gentler 
operative procedures can target aggres-
sive tumours more precisely without 
complete removal of the prostate gland.

 75 Rheumatism ---- How to Relieve the Pain

Rheumatism is an umbrella term for a 
variety of ailments affecting the joints, 
bones, muscles, tendons and ligaments 
that often cause intense pain. There is 
still no cure for rheumatic diseases, but 
there are various ways to ease the pain. 
 

76  Back to Life ---- How Medics Are  

 Outwitting Death 

In cases where there used to be no hope 
of saving a life, doctors today can do ex-
actly that if the right equipment is to 
hand. For example, mobile heart-lung 
machines, mechanical cardiac massage 
devices and cooling mats to decelerate 
damage to and loss of brain cells. 
 

77  Pain ---- A New Approach to an  

 Old Complaint 

The brain is capable of deciding on a 
case-by-case basis whether and how in-
tensively we experience pain. It is even 
able to blank out pain altogether. This 
insight is finding increasing application 
in the treatment of disease. 
 

78  Battle Against Sepsis ----  

 New Research Brings Hope 

Sepsis must be treated quickly to pre-
vent organ failure or death. A new  
device makes it possible to diagnose 
sepsis quickly and easily, and there has 
been progress in developing a drug to 
fight the potentially life-threatening 
condition. 
 

79  Alcohol Addiction ----  

 Are Brain Pacemakers the Cure? 

Doctors in eastern Germany are  
attempting to cure people of alcohol ad-
diction by using a brain pacemaker that 
is normally used in the treatment of 
Parkinson’s disease. Electrodes are im-
planted in the brain to suppress the 
craving for alcohol. 
 

80  Chronic Disease ---- Protection  

 Through Germs 

One in every three children in Europe is 
chronically ill, while in the US completely
healthy children are the exception.  
Doctors suspect that too much hygiene 
may be the reason. Studies show that 
exposure to germs and dirt boosts the 
immune system to keep us healthy. 
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The Great Outdoors: Our National Parks 

All around the globe, national parks play a key role in maintaining ecological balance and biodi-
versity. As nature reserves, they promote the natural and long-term development of extensive 
habitats and their species and ecosystems. National parks provide people with the scope and 
space for scientific research and education, as well as for leisure and tourism. This series takes a 
fascinating look at national parks all over the world. Using breathtaking footage, we show the 
unique character of these biospheres.  
 
01  Vast Expanse ---- Grand Canyon National Park, USA 

Over millions of years, the Colorado River carved out a path up to 1,800 meters deep into 
the rock of the eponymous plateau, creating what is probably the most famous canyon in 
the world. It is a UNESCO world heritage site and the most popular national park in the 
USA, drawing some five million visitors every year. 

 
02  Extraordinary Fauna ---- Humboldt National Park, Cuba 

Cuba is an island with a wide variety of landscapes and is home to unique species of flora 
and fauna. The Alexander von Humboldt National Park ensures the continuance of one of 
the most extensive diversity of species in the world, while at the same time providing a 
place for scientific research and the sheer appreciation of the natural world. 

 
03  Peaceful Coexistence ---- Pyrenees National Park, France 

With towering peaks of up to 3,000 meters, the mighty Pyrenean mountain range separates 
the Iberian Peninsula from the rest of Europe. The Pyrenees national park provides ample 
space for traditional agriculture in harmony with the seasons, and it offers protection to 
rare species of animals such as the griffon vulture, brown bear and Pyrenean chamois. 

 
04  Unspoiled Coastal Forests ---- Slītere National Park, Latvia 

Dense mixed forest covers the sand dunes at Cape Kolka on the Baltic coast and is home to 
lynxes, elks, beavers and many other animals. We document the cycle of seasons at Slītere 
National Park, which is also popular with hikers and mountain bikers.  

 
05  Underwater Treasure Hunt ---- Cocos Island National Park, Costa Rica 

Cocos Island in the Pacific Ocean is the subject of many legends telling of pirate treasure. 
But the uninhabited tropical island’s greatest treasure has to be its biodiversity, particular-
ly underwater: This is undoubtedly one of the most spectacular places to dive in the world.

 
06  Alpine Beauty ---- Hohe Tauern National Park, Austria 

The Hohe Tauern National Park in the Austrian Alps encompasses mighty glaciers as well 
as the country’s highest peak, the Grossglockner. This fascinating habitat has been shared 
by animals and people for millenia. 

 
07  No-Limits Eco-Tourism ---- Krüger National Park and Environs, South Africa 

Krüger National Park is one of the largest game reserves in Africa. But during the dry sea-
son, the larger animals often leave the park and enter privately owned nature reserves 
that specialize in sustainable tourism. Maintaining the animals’ freedom of movement is 
the first step towards enlarging the national park. 
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08  Protected Paradise ---- Tubbataha Reefs Natural Marine Park, The Philippines 

Close to the center of the Sulu Sea in The Philippines is the world’s most remote national 
park station. Nine rangers are on duty here protecting the Tubbataha Reef fromillegal 
fishing and damage against the environment. The area, which is a UNESCO World Heritage 
site, is one of world’s most spectacular diving regions and is regarded as a key breeding 
ground for many threatened species in the largely depleted waters of The Philippines. 
 

09  The ‘‘Green Roof’’ of Europe ---- Šumava National Park, Czech Republic 

Along with the adjacent Bavarian Forest National Park in Germany, the Czech Šumava 
National Park forms central Europe’s largest continuous forested area. Mountain plateaus 
and upland moors are characteristic features of the landscape. Along what used to be the 
heavily fortified ‘‘Iron Curtain’’, nature was left to flourish undisturbed. Animals here still 
avoid the area along the old border even though it is long gone. 
 

10  Guardians of the Holy Mountain ---- Mount Kenya National Park, Kenya 

At 5,200 meters, Mount Kenya is Africa’s second tallest mountain. It straddles the equator 
and is the heart of the Mount Kenya National Park. The mountain is considered holy by 
the communities living near it. The unique fauna of the Mount Kenya National Park attracts 
poachers. Rangers protect the wildlife and assist visitors from around the world who come 
to climb the peaks. 
 

11  A Desert By the Sea ---- Lençóis Maranhenses National Park, Brazil 

The dunes of Brazil’s only desert, which extends from the Atlantic through the federal 
state of Maranhão 40 kilometers inland, call to mind enormous bed sheets. This is in fact 
the name of this National Park, which protects the bizarrely beautiful landscape of wind-
swept dunes and crystal clear, deep blue freshwater lakes. Rangers ensure that tourists only 
enter the park on specially guided expeditions. 
 

12  Conservation as Opportunity---- Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park, Vietnam 

Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park is a UNESCO World Heritage site and one of the world’s 
largest karst regions, with hundreds of caves and grottoes. There are also mountains and 
extensive tropical forests, home to a wide range of species. Tourism is flourishing, and 
that provides local people with a source of income. But even forty years after the end of 
the Vietnam War, Phong Nha-Ke Bang is still riddled with unexploded mines and bombs, 
which pose a serious risk to humans and animals. 
 

13  Surrounded by Ice ---- Glacier Bay National Park, USA 

The Glacier Bay National Park in southwest Alaska comprises more than 50 glaciers. The 
calving of the glaciers in the bay is a show-stopping natural spectacle. Receding ice levels 
have resulted in the development of an ecosystem that is just 200 years old, which also 
provides scientists with exciting research opportunities. 
 

14  Rebuilding a Reserve ---- Bouba Ndjida National Park, Cameroon 

The national park in northern Cameroon was established in 1968. After many years of ne-
glect, it is once again being actively managed, thanks to close cooperation between the 
park authority and people living there. Bouba Ndjida is a refuge for eland antelopes, pri-
mates, wild cats, elephants and many other species. 
 

15  Nature Conservation Out at Sea ---- The Strait of Bonifacio International Marine Park, 

 France and Italy 

This international marine park comprises a nature reserve on the French island of Corsica,
a national park on the Italian island of Sardinia and the stretch of sea in-between, the 
Strait of Bonifacio. It is both a busy waterway and a protected ecosystem, frequented by 
supertankers and by rare animal and bird species. That presents conservationists with eco-
logical and economic challenges. 
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16  Newfoundland’s Raw Beauty ---- Gros Morne National Park, Canada 

Canadians simply refer to the island of Newfoundland, situated to the east of the main-
land, as ‘‘The Rock’’. The harsh climate of the North Atlantic defines the isolated rocky is-
land and its fauna, with several species unique to the area. The national park plays a key 
role in the protection of the natural environment and the cultural legacy of the New-
foundlanders, preserving them for future generations. 
 

17  Underwater World in Need of Protection ---- Western Pomerania Lagoon Area  

 National Park, Germany 

The park serves to protect a unique landscape both beside and in the Baltic Sea in north-
eastern Germany. Research divers are documenting the little-known underwater world, 
thereby drawing attention to both the beauty of and the threat facing the fragile ecosys-
tem there. A night dive provides marine biologists and photographers with new insights. 
 

18  Spectacular Mountainscapes ---- Rocky Mountain National Park, USA 

Visitors to the state of Colorado in the heart of the United States are greeted by a pristine 
environment of mountains and animal habitats with breathtaking views. There are more 
than 60 peaks over 4,000 meters here, in one of the highest national parks in the country. 
Adventurers can explore the wilderness on horseback. 
 

19  Habitat for People and Animals ---- National Park of Abruzzo, Lazio and Molise, Italy 

There are only a few dozen Marsican brown bears left in the wild. They are native to the 
rugged mountains and forests in and around the national park in the Apennines east of 
Rome. Wildlife photographer Bruno D‘Amicis promotes conservation and sustainable 
tourism here in the wild heart of Italy, where you can observe bears, wolves, deer and 
chamois in their natural surroundings. 
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Let’s Go Wild 

In rainforests, in savannas, in the mountains and in the depths of the oceans – all over the 
world animals have adapted biologically and behaviorally to their differing habitats. In recent 
years filmmakers have deployed the latest technology, such as high-speed cameras and ultra-
sensitive sensors, to capture extraordinary images of animals and their habitats once hidden 
from the gaze of humans. The more we learn about how animals live in the wild, the more 
amazed we are at the marvels they represent.  
 
01  Serengeti Adventure ---- Capturing Animals on Camera 

The endless expanse of the Serengeti in eastern Africa is one of the world’s best-known 
wild animal habitats. Reinhard Radke spent two years there observing herds of gnus, croc-
odiles and cheetahs to create a fascinating and breathtaking film. 

 
02  Andean Bears ---- The Shy Mountain-Dwellers 

The only bear native to South America lives in the cloud forests of the High Andes. Andean 
bears are the last remaining species of short-faced bear. The diet of these timid creatures 
consists primarily of plants and fruit, though they will occasionally attack and kill for meat. 
The Andean bears and their habitat are largely unprotected, and humans are posing an 
increasing threat to the population. 

 
03  Africa’s Largest Elephants ---- Big Tuskers 

Big Tusker is the name given to Africa’s most powerful bull elephants, whose tusks weigh 
at least 50 kilograms each. There are thought to be just 40 surviving Big Tuskers on the 
entire continent. At the Krüger National Park in South Africa, we gain an insight into the 
lives of Africa’s last giants. 

 
04  Polar Bears in the Grass ---- Canada’s Remarkable Predators 

Hudson Bay in northeastern Canada is home to the world’s only polar bears that live 
mainly in forests and on grassland, which are only covered in ice during the winter. Once 
that ice has melted, the bears are forced to revert to a predominantly herbivorous diet, 
and a tough battle for survival begins again. 

 
05  Giant Anteaters ---- The Peculiar Loners 

Whether in marshlands, forests or savannas, the giant anteater can be found in a range of 
habitats in Central and South America. Regardless of where it lives, the anteater’s chief 
concern is to find an abundance of ants and termites. We observe these curious animals in 
the pristine tropical wetlands of the Pantanal basin in Brazil. 

 
06  Dragonflies ---- Agile Hunters of the Air 

Dragonflies have lived on earth for 320 million years. They spend most of their lives as 
larvae underwater, until they emerge as adults and take to the skies as consummate hunters. 
Using high-speed cameras, we show the complex beauty of a dragonfly’s flight. 
 

07  Anaconda ---- The Queen of the Snakes 

The anaconda is one of the largest snakes in the world. Some specimens grow to a length 
of nine meters. When it comes to the lives of these huge reptiles, there are still many 
unanswered questions. Anacondas inhabit the northern lowlands of South America, and 
spend much of their time under water. We visited some living along the rivers of a remote 
Brazilian forest. 
 

08  Kea ---- New Zealand’s Quirky Parrots 

Kea or Mountain Parrots are among the most intelligent birds of all. The only parrots that 
can live in snowy climes, they are highly playful creatures that like to experiment. This 
makes them unpopular with people who live in the alpine regions of New Zealand, where 
few pieces of technical equipment are safe from the inquisitive birds. 
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09  Giant Otters ---- The Sociable Hunters 

Giant otters live in the rivers, lakes and swamps of South America’s tropical rainforests. 
Apart from their size, their highly developed social behavior also makes them distinct 
from other otters. The animals live in groups of up to 10 and hunt, sleep, play and raise 
their young together. 

 
10  Termites ---- Highly-Efficient Builders 

They shy away from sunlight and some species are even blind, but termites are out-
standing architects, perfect road builders, optimally organised harvesters and, above all, 
efficient users of energy. Their nests are architectural works of art and are home to 
highlycomplex societies made up of different castes with specialist functions.  

 
11  Jaguar ---- The Majestic Beauty 

The jaguar is the world’s third-largest cat, and king of the South and Central American 
rainforests and savannahs. These animals prefer habitats that are humid and close to the 
water, and occupy large swathes of territory which they patrol alone. The jaguar was revered 
as a deity in many Native American cultures. But to this day, little is known about its way 
of life. 

 
12  Raccoons ---- Adaptable Cosmopolitans 

The raccoon is indigenous to North America, where it is a common sight. But now there 
are also large populations of the animal in Europe. Recent research shows that they inflict 
very little damage on the biodiversity of their new homes. The intelligent, adaptable 
mammals are omnivores that are active at dusk and during the night, and they evidently 
like to live in close proximity to humans. 

 
13  Meerkats ---- Vigilant Foragers 

Meerkats live in arid regions of southern Africa. They lead a highly sociable existence in 
groups of up to nine, feeding mainly on insects and other arthropods. Several groups can 
join together to form a mob, which then shares an underground burrow complex.  
 

14  Indian Lions ---- The Kings of Gujarat 

Lions are not only indigenous to Africa. They were once a common sight in Asia too. Today, 
only a few hundred are left there, and they all live in and around the Gir Forest National 
Park in the Indian state of Gujarat. Thanks to a comprehensive protection scheme, the 
population is beginning to recover. 

 
15  Manatees ---- Friendly Giants of the Caribbean 

Many West Indian manatees like to spend the winter in the warm waters of Florida, gath-
ering at springs or in river estuaries. But there they face the constant danger of collision 
with motor boats. Many manatees are injured or killed by propellers. If they are lucky, the 
wounded are taken to their very own hospital at Tampa Zoo. 
 

16  Komodos ---- The Last Dragons 

The Komodo dragon is the world’s largest species of lizard, and can be found in the Lesser 
Sunda Islands of Indonesia. Komodo dragons are hunters and scavengers that feed on 
large animals. They also eat smaller members of their own species. Toxins in their saliva 
help incapacitate their prey. 
 

17  White Storks ---- Europe’s Summer Guests 

As winter approaches in the northern hemisphere, white storks head south to sub-Saharan 
Africa or southern Asia. The return journey takes many to Central Europe, where they 
spend the summer. There they have about 100 days to find a mate, breed and raise their 
young before their next departure. 
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18  Hippopotamuses ---- Heavyweight Water Dwellers 

Hippos are among the world’s heaviest land mammals. They live in Kenya, Zambia and 
other countries of sub-Saharan Africa. They spend their days bathing in rivers. By night, 
they graze on land. They may appear docile, but when it comes to defending their young, 
hippos can become extremely aggressive. 
 

19  Monarchs ---- The Long-Haul Butterflies 

Monarch butterflies have striking orange and black wings and live in North America. But 
what makes them very special is their annual two-way migration to sunnier climes in 
Mexico and back again. It takes three or four generations to make the lengthy trip. Their 
mass migration is a magnificent spectacle. 
 

20  Asia’s Rhinos ---- Rare Loners 

The Sumatran rhino is a critically endangered species. It’s thought they may number less 
than 200. Its larger relative the Indian rhinoceros is faring only slightly better, with 
around 3,000 animals living in parts of northern India and Nepal. Members of both spe-
cies live mostly solitary lives. 
 

21  Amur Tigers ---- The World’s Biggest Feline Predators 

The Amur tiger is the largest living tiger subspecies. There are only 500 of them, and they 
live in eastern Russia, China and North Korea. No other tigers live so far north. The primary 
threats to these majestic hunters are the degradation of their habitat and poaching. 
 

22  Dormice ---- Agile Nocturnal Climbers 

The dormouse is a cute and cuddly rodent common in parts of Europe and Asia. They are 
nocturnal and they hibernate for up to seven months. When they’re not sleeping, they 
spend much of their time climbing in trees and bushes. While other animals have an entire 
year, dormice are under pressure to complete all the tasks necessary for their survival 
during the short summer nights. 
 

23  European Brown Bears ---- Masters of the Carpathians 

The brown bear is the largest land-based carnivore in Europe. These days, it only lives in 
highly inaccessible regions. There are several thousand bears still living in the Carpathian 
Mountains of Poland, Slovakia, Romania and Ukraine. Here, they preside over the food 
chain and fulfil an important ecological role. 
 

24  Sperm Whales ---- The Deep Divers of the Animal Kingdom 

Sperm whales are the largest species of toothed whale. They hunt large squid at depths of 
up to 3,000 meters, and are present in all the world’s oceans. Hunted intensively in the 
past, they are still considered an endangered species. Sperm whales display complex social 
behaviors, but we still know very little about them. 
 

25  Asian Elephants ---- The Thoughtful Giants 

Asian elephants are a little smaller than their African cousins. Their temperament is con-
siderably gentler, which is why they are still used as working animals in Asia to this day. In
the wild, Asian elephants are nocturnal and semi-nocturnal and can be found in a diverse 
range of habitats --- places that are increasingly encroached upon by humans.  
 

26  Red Wood Ants ---- Eurasia’s Forest Police 

Red wood ants improve the soil, spread plant seeds, remove cadavers and prevent the mass 
reproduction of other insects: they are hugely important for the ecosystem of the forests 
of Europe and Asia. They are a protected species in some countries, but occasionally it is 
necessary to relocate a colony. 
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Struggle for Survival 

One in every four species of mammal, one in every eight species of bird and a third of all am-
phibian species are threatened with extinction. The diversity of life on our planet is declining at 
an alarming rate. The International Union for Conservation of Nature’s Red List of Threatened 
Species shows that not enough is being done to save them. The number of species on it has 
increased dramatically. Immediate, drastic action is required to preserve valuable habitats and 
halt the extinction of species. 
 
18 Wolves in Gran Paradiso  

While wolves, along with bears and lynxes, were wiped out in Central Europe, a small popu-
lation of wolves survived further south in the Apennine Mountains of Italy. Thanks to a va-
riety of protective measures, their numbers are again rising. Scientists have been surprised 
to establish that some have moved north and now live in the Alps. But this could lead to a 
conflict of interests between wolf and man, for which new solutions must be sought. 

 
20 Saving the Sabah Rhinoceros  

There are thought to be only 50 Sabah rhinos on the island of Borneo. The Malaysian gov-
ernment plans to protect the species --- the world’s smallest rhinos --- from extinction. This 
is only possible through reforestation, stringent protective measures, public information 
campaigns and medically supervised assisted reproduction. 
 

27  Back on the Prairie:  The Black-Footed Ferret 

The black-footed ferret was once just as common on the North American prairie as its 
most important prey, the prairie dog. The slender ferrets live in vacant prairie dog bur-
rows. It appeared as though depleted prairie dog populations had led to the extinction of 
the ferret. But small populations were discovered in 1981 and are now flourishing again in 
the US and Canada, thanks to breeding programs. 
 

28  Bazaruto, the Dugong Archipelago 

The Bazaruto Archipelago National Park in Mozambique is home to the only remaining 
viable population of dugongs on the eastern coast of Africa. Dugongs, a kind of sea cow, live 
in sea grass meadows in shallow coastal waters from the Indian Ocean to the western Pacif-
ic. The South African activist Karen Allen and her team at the national park are committed 
to protecting this gentle species. 

 
29  New Home for the Tree Frog 

European tree frogs are small and green and can be heard for miles during mating season. 
They need pools free of fish to spawn, hedges and trees to hunt, and burrows to hibernate. 
Agriculture and river re-routing have destroyed many such landscapes. But the tree frog is 
now being introduced to a new habitat in western Germany.  
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30  The Dolphin Farm 

Dolphins such as the bottlenose are becoming increasingly rare: they are finding less food, 
and fishermen view them as competition. To the north of the Italian island of Sardinia, a 
group of these animals is displaying astonishing behavioral changes. Interacting with a 
fish farm, they have found a new habitat and source of food. The changes have no detri-
mental effect on the aquaculture. 

 
31  Tasmanian Devils Under Threat 

The Tasmanian Devil is the world’s largest carnivorous marsupial and a symbol of the is-
lands of southern Australia. The animal is facing two challenges to its existence: 90 per 
cent of its population has been killed off by an aggressive, infectious type of cancer, and 
cars are a significiant threat to the rest. Animal activists and environmentalists are doing 
all they can to safeguard the species from extinction. 
 

32  Rhinos for the Serengeti 

The Serengeti in Tanzania is famous for its huge herds of herbivorous animals and the 
large feline predators that hunt them. Rhinos are the only animals that have almost com-
pletely disappeared from the national park, hunted almost to extinction by poachers. 
While heavily armed rangers try to protect the animals that are left, black rhinos from 
South Africa are being flown into the Serengeti to boost numbers. 
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Wildlife Shorts 

As individual clips or mini series --- our Wildlife Shorts feature evocative images to tell fasci-
nating stories about animals, plants and the environment. Pertinent issues and intriguing 
protagonists are a hallmark of these reports from and about the natural world. 

 
The Serengeti

Since the 1960s, animal welfare activists have 
been fighting for the survival of the Serengeti, 
one of Africa’s most complex eco-systems, 
which extends from the north of Tanzania to 
the southwest of Kenya. In the language of the 
native Maasai, the word ‘Serengeti’ means 
‘‘endless plains’’. But climate change, popula-
tion growth and poaching are endangering 
the land and the many species of animals 
living there. A team from the German Zoolog-
ical Society in Frankfurt is working to preserve 
and protect the Serengeti National Park in 
Tanzania. 
 
The World of Wild Animals 

 

01  Big Five 

02  The Importance of the Gnu 

03  Hot Air Balloon Flight 

04  On Safari 

05  In the Shadow of the Stars 

 

The Savanna in Crisis 

 

06  The Threat from Poaching 

07  Man and Beast in Conflict 

08  Tourists ---- A Blessing and a Curse 

09  The Climate is Changing 

 

Saving the Serengeti 

 

10  Herdsmen and Protectors 

11  Pilot in the Serengeti 

12  Microcredits not Poaching 

13  On the Lion’s Trail 

14  Observing the Rhino 

 

Indonesia’s Orangutans 

They have human names like Dora, Suro or 
Jackie. They also behave very like humans, as 
they explore their habitat, the rainforests of 
the Indonesian island of Sumatra, with child-
like curiosity. Everything is new for the 
orangutans, even though they are not babies. 
In fact, if they could talk, Dora, Suro, Jackie 
and all the others would have quite a few 
stories to tell. The animals are aged between 
5 and 19 and have spent considerable lengths 
of time in captivity, as pets or as objects of 
prestige. Now, in their jungle school, they 
must learn to survive in the wild. 
 
15  The Student Apes 

16  The Biologist 

17  The Teacher 

18  A Loud Schoolyard 

19  The Climbing School 

20  Released into the Wild 

 

My Favorite 

When asked what their favorite animal is, most 
people think of dogs, cats or horses. But sting-
rays, sponges and cattle also have their fans. 
Often, people with a rather unusual favorite 
are doing something to protect that species: 
all over the world, nature conservationists 
are doing their bit for animals – counting and 
examining them, nurturing the young in 
breeding centers, or campaigning against 
poaching, pollution and climate change. Their
enthusiasm is infectious and inspires hope 
that it is perhaps not yet too late for the fasci-
nating creatures if which they are so fond. 
 
21  Namibia ---- The Elephant 

22  Costa Rica ---- The Butterfly 

23  Ethiopia ---- The Crane 

24  Maldives ---- The Ray 

25  Nepal ---- The Honeybee 

26  Ethiopia ---- Cattle 

27  South Africa ---- The Cape Parrot 

28  Indonesia ---- The Orangutan 

29  Thailand ---- The Clown Fish 

30  South Africa – The Geometric Tortoise 

31  Mexico ---- The Monarch Butterfly 

32  Zanzibar ---- The Sponge 
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Saving the Snow Leopard
An episode from our series ‘‘Guardians of Nature’’. 
 
At one time the mountains of Central Asia were home to thousands of snow leopards. Over the 
last twenty years, however, their numbers have shrunk dramatically. The snow leopard’s 
magnificent coat is regarded as a status symbol, while the animal’s bones are in great demand 
in traditional Chinese medicine. Furthermore, many herders fear the big cat as a threat to their 
livestock. In sparsely populated Kyrgyzstan the snow leopard would still have ideal conditions 
for survival even today, but over the last twenty years poachers have virtually wiped out the 
species. A team of German and Kyrgyz conservationists have set themselves the goal of pre-
venting these majestic big cats from being hunted illegally. 
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Global Ideas 

Melting polar caps, devastating hurricanes, and rising sea levels. The changes ascribed to climate
change are disheartening to say the least. Our series Global Ideas features people across the world 
who are pursuing innovative projects to counter global warming. 
 
To reduce greenhouse gases, maintain biodiversity, provide food for thought, and promote 
effective action --- these are the goals of the projects we profile. From São Tomé and Príncipe to 
Peru, from Laos to Belize --- we present a total of 135 initiatives that are exemplary in character 
and creative in approach. 
 
Each show has four reports. All the projects are ‘‘best practice’’ models, featuring ideas worthy 
of emulation. 
 
 
SAMPLE EPISODE 30 MINUTE VERSION 
 
Myanmar ---- Protecting the Mergui Archipelago 

The Mergui Archipelago was cut off from the outside world for almost 50 years when Myanmar 
was a military dictatorship. Since the political opening of the country, scientists have been 
searching for sustainable development solutions for the region; approaches that will safeguard
the archipelago’s very special biodiversity. 
 
Peru ---- Andean Bears 

The Spectacled or Andean bear is the only species of bear living in South America. It’s thought 
that some 25,000 still live in the Andes and surrounding mountain ranges. The Frankfurt Zoo-
logical Society is working to protect the bears’ habitat and minimize conflicts with humans. 
 
South Africa ---- Saving the African Penguin 

African penguins, also known as jackass penguins, are the only penguins living in Africa. There 
used to be millions of them living on the continent’s coastline. Now, there are fewer than 
25,000 breeding pairs. Nature conservationists in South Africa are trying to find ways to stop 
the colonies from disappearing altogether. 
 
Chile ---- Darwin’s Frogs 

The Darwin’s Frog, named after the explorer who first discovered it, is an endangered species. 
Chilean scientists are working hard to save the diminutive amphibian – by breeding healthy 
animals and sending them to Europe. 
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SOS ---- Earth Calling! 

Massive changes are underway on planet Earth, and many have to do with human actions and 
their intended and unintended consequences. Greenhouse-gas emissions, pollution and land 
degradation drive climate change, which poses a threat to the environment as a whole, to bio-
diversity, and to humankind itself. Global warming is setting a destructive, self-accelerating 
chain of climatic events in motion, resulting in more frequent natural disasters. More and more 
farmland is being lost the world over. Some argue that genetically manipulated organisms can 
help solve the problems, but the consequences of releasing such organisms into the environ-
ment are not known. 
 
SOS --- Earth Calling! Many people are hearing this cry for help. The nations of the world won’t 
rethink their response to global warming overnight, but local projects can try to mitigate some 
of the consequences of our blind exploitation of the Earth. 
 
07  Uranium Ore Mining ---- The Clean Energy Lie 

Accidents such as those that occurred in Chernobyl and Fukushima contradict the claim 
that electricity generated by nuclear power is clean and cheap. Furthermore, the extraction 
of the nuclear fuel uranium in nations such as Namibia, Canada and Australia causes 
huge ecological damage. Germany too is having to clean up its former uranium mines 
at great expense. 

 
08  Overfishing ---- Our Seas at the Crossroads 

Oceans are rich and complex ecosytems. Humans extract 90 million tons of fish from 
them every year, and this affects the balance of life in our waters. The path to sustainable 
fishing demands radical steps that must be taken now. 

 
11  Chemicals in Water ---- The Invisible Threat 

Increasing amounts of pharmaceuticals and other chemicals are being found in lakes and 
rivers, and in our drinking water. These substances cannot be filtered out completely, even 
by the most advanced purification and sewage-treatment plants. Researchers are warning 
of the considerable risks. 

 
12  Illegal Logging ---- Undercover Against the Timber Mafia 

The illegal trade in timber is threatening the tropical forests of the world and exacerbating 
the effects of climate change. Alexander von Bismarck is taking steps to tackle the problem.
In undercover missions, he draws back the veil on the shady deals and transit routes of the 
timber mafia. 

 
13  Nuclear Waste ---- Submerged and Forgotten 

Until the 1970s, Europe’s nuclear waste was simply put into containers and thrown into 
the sea --- in all, more than 100,000 tons of radioactive material. Now, those containers are 
beginning to leak. This nuclear legacy has come back to haunt the Europeans.  
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Inside €conomic$  

Every day we hear about what is supposedly good or bad for the economy. But what exactly is
‘‘the economy’’? Major players may feel remote, and economic principles obscure, but in fact 
we are all economic agents and part of the system ourselves. We may imagine economic 
developments are happening somewhere ‘‘out there’’, but in fact we are in the midst of them 
the entire time. How do they affect our lives? What happens on the financial markets? What  
do free trade agreements mean for us? We look for the answers to such questions in  
Inside €conomic$. 
 
01  Goodbye Cash 

Sweden and Denmark look set to become the world’s first --- almost --- cashless societies. 
Nearly all payments there are already made by card, transfer or app. It’s quick and easy, 
and should make it harder to evade tax or work illegally. Producing fewer banknotes and 
coins also cuts costs. But can a society really function without cash? What does it mean for 
democracy? Does it mean ceding control of our money to banks and the state? 
 

02  A World in the Red 

The world’s industrialized nations are 55 trillion Euros in debt. Many are slashing public 
budgets as a result, although this does little to get the situation under control. Combined 
with speculative financial markets that dominate the economy, this represents a danger 
to prosperity, society and democracy. A world mired in debt is not a natural phenomenon,
but rather the consequence of an unfettered financial sector and many bad decisions.  
 

03  Free Trade ---- Pledges and Reality 

Many countries have signed up to international free-trade agreements. They are sold as 
engines of prosperity, generating jobs and investment. But is that the way it really is? And 
if they do enhance prosperity, whose prosperity is it? Who benefits? Ordinary people or 
large corporations? NAFTA, the trade agreement in place between the US, Canada and 
Mexico, offers some interesting insights. 
 

04  Warning: High-Frequency Trading 

Traders on the world’s stock exchanges are not always people. These days, it is often com-
puters, placing orders in a flash on the basis of sophisticated algorithms. One strategy 
seeks to exploit even tiny price fluctuations to turn a profit. This kind of trading carries a 
multitude of risks and could potentially trigger market crashes. 
 

05  Offshore Business ---- A Gray Area 

Offshore companies are simple to set up, and international law firms can use them to spin 
complex networks to obscure ownership and ‘‘optimize’’ tax liabilities. Many well-known 
banks have been only too keen to handle their business. Offshore companies are a major 
industry in a number of low-tax or no-tax countries. It is not usually illegal to own one. 
Using them to avoid tax or conceal identities can be. How do offshore companies work? 
How do criminals use them to their benefit? 
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Tricks of the Trade  

Whenever we buy something --- in the supermarket, the shopping mall or online --- we partici-
pate in a market, local or global. But do we make intelligent decisions when we part with our 
money? And what are the consequences for the environment, our own health and that of the 
workers toiling to make the products we buy? 
 
Only the well-informed can make responsible purchase decisions, though some manufacturers 
would prefer us all to be blissfully ignorant: For them, an awful lot of money is at stake. That is 
why they often declare crucial facts about their products only when forced to by law. And mar-
keting strategies can often amount to perfidious manipulation. But a sustainable economy 
needs informed and critical consumers. We reveal some of the Tricks of the Trade. 
 

 

01  Assault on the Senses – How Consumers

 are Manipulated 

Do we buy something because we really 
want to? Or are we seduced into doing 
so? Using increasingly sophisticated 
methods, businesses attempt to directly 
influence consumers at a subconscious 
level: Smell, sound or colors can be more 
important than the product itself. 

 
02  The Price of a Long Shelf Life ---- The  

 Health Risk of Packaging 

Modern packaging makes groceries look 
attractive, and means they last longer. 
That’s good for transport and brand 
identity, with consumers often able to 
find the same products all over the 
world. But some packaging contains 
harmful substances that can affect the 
quality of the product. 

 
03  Hip But Harmful ---- Toxins in Clothing 

Cool jeans, seductive underwear, elegant 
shoes: These days, fashionable clothes 
are often available at a bargain price. But 
there’s a catch: It is not uncommon for 
toxic chemicals to be used in their man-
ufacture, representing a danger to both 
the workers on the production line and 
the buyer. 

 
04  Throwaway Society ---- Electrical  

 Equipment That Simply Don’t Last 

Our lives are filled with consumer elec-
tronics and electrical appliances. When 
they stop working, it is often said they 
are not worth repairing and they are 
simply thrown away. Is industry inten-
tionally making products that break 
down quickly and can’t be fixed?  

 07 An Invisible Risk ---- Chemicals in Toys

Unfortunately, our children’s dolls, soft 
toys, diggers and building bricks are of-
ten produced in the same manner as so 
many other items: as cheaply as possible. 
As a result, many toys contain substanc-
es that can be harmful to our health. 

 
08  The Beauty Myth – The Cons of Cosmetics

The cosmetics industry is forever bring-
ing new and ever more enticing make-up,
creams and perfumes to market. They 
promise beauty and eternal youth, but 
sometimes trigger allergies and illness. 
That is because they often contain sub-
stances that are problematic for the skin 
or even downright toxic. 
 

09  Bargain Bananas ---- Cheap at Any Price?

European consumers love bananas, and 
most prefer to snap up the fruit at rock-
bottom prices in discount stores. And 
those stores outdo each other in pushing 
down the price – at the expense of those 
who grow the bananas. This means poor 
working conditions on the plantations 
and ever more environmental degrada-
tion in the banana-growing countries. 
 

10  Self-Service – Putting the Customer  

 to Work 

Retailers and other enterprises are trans-
ferring more and more of the work in-
volved in sales to their customers. What 
appears at first glance to be simple and 
practical – selfservice tills at the super-
market, ticket machines at stations, 
online shops or self-assembly flatpack 
furniture – represents above all a way 
for companies to cut costs. The valued 
customer is becoming a source of un-
paid labor. 
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11  Pesticides in Tea ---- A Bitter Aftertaste

Tea is the world’s second most popular 
beverage after water, and Kenya is one of 
the world’s largest growers of tea. Few 
tea drinkers realize that on many planta-
tions pesticides are used; that is some-
thing the industry does not talk much 
about. The pesticides endanger the 
health of plantation workers and also 
leave traces in the final product.  
 

12  What Does a T-Shirt Cost? ---- The True 

 Price of a Product 

In the shops, garments are always marked
with a price, but what do they really cost? 
What for instance is the human cost to 
those who make them in factories where 
conditions are often poor and pay is of-
ten low? Retailers in wealthy countries 
tend to keep quiet about where their 
goods come from and how much they 
pay for them. After all, the real cost of 
producing cheap clothing is usually a tiny
fraction of the price on the tags. 
 

13 Sweet Seduction ---- The Sugar Drug 

Sugar makes you happy, but also fuels a 
craving for more. Food manufacturers 
exploit this fact to their own ends. 
Commercials make enticing offers: the 
bigger the pack, the better the price! 
Product labels often conceal the true 
sugar content. 
 

14  The Likes Business ---- Advertising in 

 Social Media 

Social media platforms don’t only bring 
people together --- they are also, perhaps 
first and foremost, powerful advertising 
tools. For businesses, politicians and ce-
lebrities it can be hugely important to 
increase the numbers of followers, 
friends or ‘‘likes’’. In order to do this, 
they use sophisticated marketing strate-
gies. Or they simply buy their ‘‘fans’’. 
 

15  The Online Dating Love Trap 

Online dating sites are booming: More 
and more lonesome souls are searching 
for a partner online, and are prepared to 
pay for the service. But there can be nasty
surprises in store: many dating sites use 
fake profiles. And criminals are also  
being drawn to the online love business 
by the promise of a quick profit. 

 16 The Diet Deception 

Have you ever tried unsuccessfully to 
shed those extra kilos by dieting? And 
was your wallet the only thing lighter at 
the end of it all? There are all kinds of 
weight-loss products on the market, 
many of them claiming their effective-
ness is scientifically proven. Using a fake 
‘‘chocolate diet’’, two journalists show 
how easy it is to manipulate scientific 
studies to deliver the desired outcome. 
 

17  Ready Meals ---- Instant Temptation 

When people are in a hurry, they often 
opt for a ready meal. There’s a huge vari-
ety to choose from, and food technicians 
are working constantly to improve taste 
and quality. The blend of fats and carbo-
hydrates is finely tuned to impact the 
internal reward system of the diner. This 
has little to do with healthy eating --- and 
much more to do with fat profits for the 
food industry. 
 

18  Back in Fashion ---- The Resurgence of 

 the Fur Industry 

For a long while, many people regarded 
fur as an ethical fashion taboo. The fur 
industry responded by claiming that fur 
is a ‘‘sustainable natural product’’ and by 
creating its own certification to back it 
up. It also focused on selling more small 
fur accessories instead of fur coats. The 
strategy has paid off, with customers re-
porting fewer ethical concerns over the 
purchase of fur. For the animals that 
bear the precious fur however, nothing 
has changed. 
 

19  Optimized for the Senses ---- Food Design

Humans are the only living beings that 
cook food so that it will appeal to all the 
senses. Food should not only satiate our 
appetites, it should also smell and look 
good. The food industry knows how to 
take advantage of this cultural accom-
plishment, with food designers creating 
an increasing number of products that 
claim to be an all-round sensory experi-
ence. 
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From Hell to Heaven

The Case of Florian Homm 

 
He was a star in the financial sector – until his system broke down. Hunted by the FBI, he faces a 
225 year jail sentence in the US. Now Florian Hamm has given up the ruthless pursuit of money 
and started a new life.  
 
Rarely is Florian Homm seen in public without his cigar. If appearances are anything to go by, 
then the man is the prototype of an arch capitalist. His most successful years were those just 
after the turn of the millennium. Back then, he was estimated to be worth about EUR 300 
million. Although he's on the FBI's most-wanted list in the US, the man who prosecutors say 
has conspired to defraud investors and fixed stock prices is free to roam in Germany.  
 
In interviews, the once ruthless stock speculator says he’s reformed, and explains that it was 
greed that made him do it, saying, “Somewhere there’s that primeval feeling in a true capitalist. 
It’s a drive that says, ‘I want to own everything, it will all be mine!’” Homm, who once led a life 
that whirled around stocks, cocaine and prostitutes, presents himself today as a devout Catholic 
and preaches to economics’ students, “You do not have to forsake wealth, but you should not 
lose sight of what is good and important.” 
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Lucrative Natural Bounty

Mushroom Hunters in the US 
An episode from our series ‘‘Let’s Do Business’’. 
 
Growing in the south of Oregon is one of the most expensive edible mushrooms in the world: 
the matsutake. In Japan the matsutake is a much sought-after delicacy. Every year the hunt for 
this “white gold” draws hundreds of matsutake pickers to the north-eastern US state. They are 
driven by the hope of earning a quick fortune with the rare wild mushrooms, because so far 
no-one has succeeded in cultivating the matsutake. It only grows under special conditions on 
the roots of certain types of tree, hidden under the debris on the forest floor. The search for 
matsutakes can be compared to looking for a needle in a haystack. The highest prices are 
fetched by specimens that are still totally in the ground when picked and haven’t yet opened 
their caps. In addition to many legal pickers, the matsutake also lures illegal pickers into the 
forest. The state of Oregon, mushroom traders, and export firms also want a share of the 
business. During the “mushroom rush” in the forests of Oregon, an estimated 250 tons of 
matsutake are harvested every year, generating an overall turnover of twenty million euros. 
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1,000 New Ideas ---- Social Entrepreneurs
An episode from our series ‘‘Acting Today for a Better Tomorrow’’. 
 
Social entrepreneurs are the new heroes of the global civil society. Through their innovative 
projects and business ideas they assume responsibility and fight social evils. They act where the 
state and industry are not in a position to do so effectively. Social entrepreneurs are convinced 
that economic success and a social conscience are not mutually exclusive. The many unsolved 
problems in our society underline how important social entrepreneurs have become. This 
documentation presents three examples – from France, Germany, and Brazil – of social entre-
preneurs who, through their companies, are initiating improvements that are changing society 
fundamentally. 
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Farming for the Planet

 
Agriculture is under pressure to feed a burgeoning global population. And it has undergone 
dramatic developments in this regard over the last 100 years. But increasing industrialization 
of the sector has negative consequences: it burdens the environment and replaces manpower 
with technology, providing fewer people with a livelihood. If these developments continue 
unchecked, then before long the food we eat will be controlled by large corporations, and food 
markets will be geared towards short-term profit – at the expense of non-renewable resources 
such as land and water, at the expense of the rural population and biodiversity. 
 
But this is not the only way forward. Sustainable agricultural approaches and an efficient small-
holding economy can in the long term create equilibrium between food security and the utili-
zation of natural resources. There are examples of this all over the world, pursued by people 
who are Farming for the Planet. 
 
 

01  Preserving the Land

Ethiopia is not able to grow enough food 
to feed its population, and much of its 
fertile land is lost to erosion every year. 
New projects are working to counter this 
through rainfall retention. 
 

02  Species-Appropriate Cattle Breeding 

Industrially produced cattle yield plenty 
of milk and meat. But these high-
performance animals are vulnerable and 
have poor genetic potential. Cattle 
reared in a manner appropriate to their 
species are more robust, live longer and 
healthier lives and yield better quality 
products. 
 

03  Fish Without the Side Effects 

Many fish stocks are endangered 
through over-fishing and marine pollu-
tion. Fish farms are also rarely sustaina-
ble and actually exacerbate the problem. 
But there are alternative approaches --- 
and valuable traditional practices.  
 

04  Time for Changes in Tea Production 

The Indian district of Darjeeling is fa-
mous for its tea plantations. But the ef-
fects of soil exhaustion and erosion on 
the steep slopes where the plants grow 
are taking their toll. One tea producer 
has found a solution: his biodynamic, 
fair-trade approach is proving to be a 
success. 

 05 For the Survival of Bees 

There’s been a sharp spike in honey-bee 
deaths in many parts of the world. But 
the insects are essential for the fertiliza-
tion of many crops. What is the connec-
tion between the collapse of bee colo-
nies and farming? What can farmers do 
to stop the dying? 
 

06  The Fight for Seed Freedom 

The availability of diverse seeds is essen-
tial for independent farming businesses 
and for food security. But large agricul-
tural concerns are attempting to control 
this billion-dollar market, locking horns 
with regulatory authorities, farmers and 
conservationists along the way. 

 

VERSIONS 
Arabic, English, Spanish  
(06 x 30 min.) 
 

RIGHTS 
Not available worldwide.  
Please contact your regional 
distribution partner. 
 

ORDER NUMBER 
06 4858 | 01-06 
 
 

  



dw-transtel.com Programs in High Definition | DW Transtel
 

 

      

      

WORLD ISSUES 
 
 
 
 
DOCUMENTARY 
30 MIN. 

  

       

  
The Migration Millennium 

Increasing numbers of people all over the world are leaving their homes to build their lives in a 
different place. At least 150 million people worldwide are living as migrants in a country that is 
not their nation of origin, but many more are leaving behind all that is dear to them for a des-
tination within their home country. The reasons are just as diverse as the ways and means: 
from labor migration and joining other family members, to escape from persecution and war. 
While some are only away for a short time, others know they will be relocating for several 
years, perhaps even for the rest of their lives. Most nations only welcome highly-qualified 
economic migrants. In our globalized world, more and more people are on the move. And they 
are having an increasing influence on political, societal and economic processes in both their 
nations of origin and their destination regions. The Migration Millennium highlights the 
difficulties and the consequences of flight and migration movements – but also the opportuni-
ties they present to our global community. 
 
01  The Hellish Journey to Tijuana 

Every day, thousands of people from South and Central America head to the US. The main 
reason for their flight is violence by gangs and drug dealers in their homeland. But most of 
the refugees never reach their intended destination --- they are threatened with prison, de-
portation and even death. 

 
02  Villages of Abandoned Children in China 

In China, boomtowns are attracting millions of migrant workers. They pay a high price: 
their children are brought up by relatives, because only in their home villages do they 
have a right to education. An entire generation is missing from rural areas.  

 
03  Money in Minutes 

Every year, migrant workers transfer many hundreds of billions of dollars to their families 
back home. These cash transfers have given rise to a whole industry, which utilizes migra-
tion as its business model while at the same time forming its financial infrastructure. 

 
04  Tahrib ---- The Endless Journey 

Tahrib is the name given in many African nations to the dangerous journey to Europe un-
dertaken by refugees. Their one and only goal: to arrive safely. But even in many purport-
edly safe countries, many refugees are exposed to dangers and repression. 

 
05  On the Run ---- Children Disappearing Without Trace 

According to unofficial estimates, up to 30,000 child refugees in Europe can no longer be 
accounted for. Many are living in a parallel world that remains hidden to most. It is all too 
easy for them to fall into the hands of criminals who force them into prostitution or the 
drugs trade. 

 
06  Latinos, the Changing Face of America 

Immigration is the very foundation of the US. Whereas most immigrants used to come 
from Europe, these days they come from South and Central American nations. It is esti-
mated that by the year 2035, Latinos will make up 35 percent of the US population. This 
demographic change is already having an impact on American society. 

 
07  Beirut Parc ---- Breaking Down Barriers Through Sport 

‘Soccer Camp Lebanon’ is a project for kids in the capital Beirut and three other cities in 
Lebanon to play soccer. The teams are mixed in two respects: Boys and girls play together; 
Lebanese, Syrian and Palestinian kids play together. ‘Beirut Parc’ documents these en-
counters and shows how prejudices can be overcome in the process. 
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This Means War 

The face of war is changing. Governments and armies attempt to present war as a legitimate 
political tool and, as far as is possible, try to portray military operations as harmless. Few op-
portunities remain for journalists to convey an accurate and genuine representation of war and 
its consequences --- with reporters themselves often becoming targets in a conflict. Civilians are 
only safe as long as this is deemed appropriate. Only sanitized images of war are made public; 
‘‘clean’’ and precise strikes using combat drones and intelligent bombs; and those involved are 
given all the air time they need to justify their military activities. The reality on the ground is 
very different. Wars continue to inflict great suffering, destruction and death --- long after the 
battles have ceased. 
 
01  The Invisible US Army 

In Uganda, security firms working for the US army recruit former child soldiers. They 
serve as security personnel during US military operations all over the world, as mercenar-
ies for whom, when things take a turn for the worse, no one accepts responsibility. 

 
02  The War Reporter 

Kurt Pelda has reported from the war zones of the world for almost 30 years. This docu-
mentary takes a close look at the nature of his work, and explores why he feels compelled 
to return to the frontline time and time again. 

 
03  Peacekeepers Pose a Threat 

20,000 UN peacekeepers are currently deployed to protect civilians in the east of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. But increasingly the troops themselves pose a threat to lo-
cal people, with women and girls frequently the target of sex attacks. 

 
04  A Soldier’s Grave 

Joachim Kozlowski searches old battlefields for the remains of soldiers killed in the Second 
World War. He works for Germany’s war graves commission. He has the remains properly 
buried and informs any family members. For them, it can mean closure after decades of 
uncertainty and grief. 

 
05  The Strategy of a Worldwide Presence 

Over the course of the last century the US, like no other global power before it, has 
spanned the world with a network of military sites --- more than 700 facilities in some 40 
countries. These bases are impacting upon the lives of millions of people. 

 
06  Sardinia’s Deadly Secret 

The largest NATO training facility in Europe is located on the Mediterranean island of Sar-
dinia. The cancer rate among the local population and the incidence of deformities in ba-
bies and animals are unusually high here. Many blame the depleted uranium in some of 
the munitions tested at the site. 

 
07  America’s Clandestine War in Laos 

During the Vietnam War, the US waged an eight-year bombing campaign in Laos without 
the rest of the world finding out about it. Using archive footage, some of which has never 
been shown before, this film relates the story of this secret war. 

 
08  One Man’s Path to War 

Anwar supported the rebels in the Syrian civil war but did not fight. Then he was radical-
ized by the brutality of the war and the lack of support from abroad. He decided to join an 
Islamist group and bear arms in the conflict. 
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09  Danger Beneath the Seas 

It is thought that more than a million tonnes of chemical weapons lie on ocean beds 
around the world. From 1917 to 1970, these deadly munitions were dumped in the sea by 
armies worldwide. The cases and drums are corroding and releasing highly toxic sub-
stances. This poses a huge threat to marine life and human health, with no immediate 
prospect of a solution. 

 
10  Congo’s Women Take Up Arms 

It is estimated that 500,000 women have been raped during the 20-year civil war in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, either by marauding gangs or by soldiers. Several hundred 
women, however, have decided that, rather than remain defenseless, they are going to 
fight. Some sign up with the army, others join the various rebel groups. 

 
11  NATO’s Lethal Legacy 

As they pulled out of Afghanistan, NATO-led ISAF troops left behind a dangerous legacy: 
unexploded bombs. They remain in battle zones, in places hit by airstrikes – and on 
former training grounds. The live munitions pose a grave threat to local people. NATO is 
obliged to clear them, but this is happening far too slowly --- if at all. 

 
12  The Deadly Effects of the Gulf Wars 

During the two wars of 1991 and 2003, it’s thought that up to 2,000 tons of depleted 
uranium weapons were deployed in Iraq --- although to date no reliable data has been col-
lected on the issue. 300 regions in Iraq are viewed as contaminated and urgently need to 
be cleared of harmful substances. There has been a huge increase in instances of cancer, 
stillbirths and congenital deformities in local populations. There are no official studies on 
the causes of these afflictions, and unofficial studies are not recognized. 
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#MyEscape

 
Hundreds of thousands of people have fled to Germany, enduring harrowing experiences along
the way. Many have recorded their dramatic stories themselves in video on their cell phones, 
without the help of filmmakers or news teams. For most refugees, the cell phone is an indis-
pensable tool in the organization of their escape. At the same time, they use their phones to 
store memories of home and to document the stations of their long and dangerous journeys. 
Social networks are buzzing with clips that tell of such flights. The documentary #MyEscape 
has gathered together some of these stories: the refugees’ videos tell of their homelands, their 
departure and the different stages of their escape. The refugees also comment on their video 
footage. The end result is an impressive, first-hand account of people forced to leave their 
homes and go in search of safety.  
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Held Captive by IS

A Young Yazidi Woman’s Ordeal 

 
Faten is a member of the Yazidi religious sect, one of Iraq’s oldest minorities and a target of 
Islamic State persecution. The young woman was among thousands of Yazidi held captive in 
Iraq by IS. For 100 days she was repeatedly raped, beaten and otherwise abused until she man-
aged to escape. Then Faten was allowed to settle in Germany thanks to a special program 
launched by the state of Baden-Württemberg to help victims of sexual violence in northern 
Iraq and Syria. She is still haunted by her traumatic experiences and worries constantly about 
her parents and brother, whose whereabouts are unknown. 
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Between War and Peace 

Getting by in Eastern Ukraine 

 
The bloody fighting in eastern Ukraine may have died down, but there is no reason to regard 
the conflict as over. In spite the peace deal signed in Minsk in February, the ceasefire is fragile. 
 
Reporter Irene Langemann meets people from the city of Dnipropetrovsk, which is only 200km 
away from the war zones. The conflict in Ukraine has long dominated people's lives here and 
irrevocably changed their way of thinking. Julia Segeda, a successful lawyer, and her husband 
have transformed their office into a collection point for relief supplies. Each week, the couple 
goes to the front line to deliver supplies directly to the soldiers there. Young mother Natalia 
Bornjakowa and her children had to flee from the Donetsk region and are happy to be safe, but 
they will never forget what they went through. 
 
Everyone wants peace and a better future for their children. But the tense situation in eastern 
Ukraine and their distrust of Russia still allows them no respite. 
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Beirut Parc ----

Kids Seeking Refuge in Football 

 
The little boys and girls proudly pull on their new soccer boots and, seconds later, they’re out
on the field to train together. Many have experienced terrible things as refugees and live in a 
precarious situation in a new country. But here on the soccer pitch, they can forget about their 
worries for a few hours. Their laughter rings out over the field and, after scoring a goal, they all 
hug each other, regardless of where they come from, whether they’re refugees or were born 
here. And where is this wonderful place? In the Lebanese capital Beirut. And the kids are taking 
part in ‘Soccer Camp Lebanon’. 
 
Lebanon has more refugees relative to the size of its population than any other country. Here 
Syrian refugees live alongside Lebanese locals and Palestinian refugees who were forced to 
leave their homes decades ago --- sometimes in close proximity. This has created a volatile 
situation that requires a variety of strategies to build tolerance and mutual trust if social con-
flict is to be avoided. 
 
‘Soccer Camp Lebanon’, a nationwide tournament for children and young people, is an initia-
tive of Germany’s Goethe Institute and coaches at a local soccer school. Based on faith in the 
conciliatory power of soccer, it gives 900 youngsters from Beirut and three other Lebanese 
cities the chance to play soccer together, to escape from their everyday lives and gain new 
perspectives in the process. At training sessions in mixed teams --- boys and girls from Leba-
nese, Palestinian and Syrian families --- and a closing tournament, the children have the oppor-
tunity to explore their cultural and social commonalities and differences. 
 
Beirut Parc --- Kids Seeking Refuge in Football observes the young people and explores the 
impact of the soccer camp on their daily lives. The program provides an insight into how the 
youngsters and their families live in Lebanon --- either as locals or refugees --- and what role 
soccer can play in developing new perspectives and the foundation for a peaceful coexistence. 
 

VERSIONS 
Arabic, English, German,  
Spanish (01 x 60 min.) 
 

RIGHTS 
Worldwide, VOD, Mobile 
 

 

ORDER NUMBER 
88 4886 
 

 
  



 

dw-transtel.com Programs in High Definition | DW Transtel

      

      

WORLD ISSUES 
 
 
 
 
DOCUMENTARY 
90 | 60 | 45 MIN. 

  

       

  
Greed ---- A Fatal Desire 

‘‘People like to have a lot of stuff because it makes them the feeling of living forever,’’ says
American social psychologist Sheldon Solomon, who believes today’s materialism and con-
sumerism will have disastrous consequences. 
 
Anyone who fails to satisfy his or her desires in this age of the ego is deemed a loser. But with 
more than 7 billion people on the earth, the ramifications of this excessive consumption of 
resources are already clear. Isn’t the deplorable state of our planet proof enough that ‘‘The 
Greed Program,’’ which has made us crave possessions, status and power, is coming to an end? 
Or is the frenzied search for more and more still an indispensable part of our nature? 
 
We set off to look for the essence of greed. And we tell the stories of people who --- whether as 
perpetrators or victims or even just as willing consumers --- have become accomplices in a sea 
change in values. 
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Whose World Is It?

At the start of the 21st century, the global population, resource consumption and the ensuing 
environmental problems are increasing at an unprecedented rate. The attendant shortage of 
resources is leading to allocation conflicts that are increasingly played out on world markets --- 
even in the case of vital commodities such as water or arable land, which had thus far enjoyed a 
certain level of protection owing to their significance. The growing gulf between rich and poor, 
between the haves and the have-nots, is becoming ever more widespread as a result, both on a 
global and national level. Whose World Is It? explores major problems that will have a signifi-
cant impact on the future of mankind. 
 
01  The Power of the Financial Concerns 

Regulators are now paying closer attention to the world’s big banks, and so are the media. 
But a large portion of the world’s financial activity is channeled through the shadow bank-
ing system, where institutions speculate and lend and invest huge sums of money while 
eluding public oversight. 
 

02  The Hunt for Land 

In recent years, investors have been buying up vast tracts of farmland around the world. 
They are betting on continued population growth and increasing demand for food crops. 
This is turning the basis of food production into a speculative commodity, and the genera-
tion of profit into a chief priority. 
 

03  The Battle Over Water 

Water is perhaps our most precious resource, and it is scarce. Multinational companies are 
scrambling to secure the best sources of drinking water. For them, it is simply another 
commodity they want to sell at the best price. 
 

04  The Raw Materials Business 

Commodity traders are a powerful force in the global economy, and are rarely subject to 
close scrutiny. Some of the leading firms have been acquiring mines and farmland, often 
in developing countries. Profits are high for the investors, but the host countries rarely 
benefit. 
 

05  The Future of Food Supply 

In the face of climate change, water shortages, population growth and questionable agri-
cultural policies, urgent questions arise: What will we be eating in the future? Organic or 
industrial food? Local produce or imports? From small-scale farms or industrial agribusi-
nesses? Fast food or trash food? Who will starve, and who will get to eat their fill? 
 

06  Poverty in the West 

It used to be said that desperate poverty had been banished from western Europe. Such 
claims ring hollow nowadays. Neo-liberal reforms, purportedly designed to streamline 
economies and generate prosperity, have in fact cast many people into poverty --- even in 
rich countries such as France and Germany. 
 

07  The Patent Wars 

A patent used to be nothing more than a right to protect an invention. Today, we find our 
selves in the midst of a global struggle in which patents are being used as strategic weap-
ons. Anything with the potential for profit is being patented: From designs, to foodstuffs, 
and even the human genome. 
 

 

VERSIONS 
Arabic, English, Spanish 
(07 x 30 min.) 
 

RIGHTS 
Not available worldwide. 
Please contact your regional 
distribution partner. 
 

ORDER NUMBER 
86 4847 | 01-07 
 
 

  



 

dw-transtel.com Programs in High Definition | DW Transtel

  

 

   

      

WORLD ISSUES 
 
 
 
 
DOCUMENTARY 
45 MIN. 

   

       

  
 

From Foreign Minister to President ----

Who is Frank-Walter Steinmeier? 

It’s official. Frank-Walter Steinmeier is now the new president of Germany, elected by the 
federal assembly. Germany’s former foreign minister is now in a new job, with less political 
decision-making power, and more of a representative and integrative function. 
 
We follow Steinmeier’s journey – from the small town in North-Rhine Westphalia where he 
grew up, to his involvement in state-level politics in Hanover, and finally to Berlin. A member 
of the Social Democrats, Frank-Walter Steinmeier has never sought the big stage, he has rarely 
revealed much 4about his private life and he has never been one to join public protests or to 
lose his cool after a major political defeat. Steinmeier was German Foreign Minister from 2005 
to 2009, he then ran unsuccessfully for the job of chancellor, after that he was leader of the 
opposition, before returning to head up the foreign ministry in 2013. He’s known as a bridge 
builder, the proficient bureaucrat, a crisis manager, a safe pair of hands. A man of balance, who 
weighs his words and is treated with respect even by his political opponents. He comes across 
as a man free from vanity, interested only in fighting for the cause.  
 
As foreign minister, he proved to be an effective mediator between warring parties; in turbu-
lent times, his diplomatic manner gave him an air of dependability. That made him Germany’s 
most popular politician. As the newly elected president, he will be looking to rally the German 
people. But can he do that? Can he reassure an anxious society? Can he be passionate and con-
vincing, reaching out to the people to shore up a democracy under threat? 
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Beyond Progress 

To this day, the concept of progress has largely positive connotations. After all, the results of 
mankind’s thirst for knowledge are indeed impressive: We fly into space and dive to the 
bottom of the Mariana Trench. We are globally interconnected and reachable at any time, 
anywhere in the world. We split atoms, modify plants, animals and people with the help of 
genetic engineering. But progress comes at a price, as we increasingly find ourselves confront-
ing the dramatic effects of these advances on human beings and the environment. Does pro-
gress necessarily spell improvement? Is perpetual growth something we should strive for? 
Beyond Progress casts a critical light on the scientific and technological achievements of our 
time and discusses their ecological, economic and ethical impact. 
 
02 Turbo-Powered Muscles ---- Gene Doping for All?  

Conventional doping substances like anabolic steroids and testosterone are on the way 
out. The future belongs to gene doping. This involves manipulating an athlete’s genotype 
to improve their strength, speed, or stamina without any trace of doping being detectable. 
The techniques of genetic change are being developed by scientists who are actually pur-
suing a totally different goal. They are searching for gene therapies to treat hereditary dis-
eases which up to now have proved incurable. These therapies, however, can be misused 
for doping purposes. Unless performed by experts, such interference in human genetic 
material can be immensely dangerous. In addition, there is the ethical issue of whether 
gene therapies should only be available to selected people. Or is this supposed advance in-
tended for everyone? 

 
07 Accelerating the World ---- Can We Manipulate Time? 

Most technical innovations are designed to save time. The unremitting advances in tech-
nology and the natural sciences are speeding up the rate at which they appear. Numerous 
studies prove that the pace of everyday life is increasing. The existing system demands 
higher and higher speeds and more and more growth. But do the new technical possibili-
ties really give us more time? Or are we caught in a speed trap? One thing is certain: the 
more we try to control time, the faster it slips away from us --- and the more difficult it be-
comes to escape from this dilemma. 
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Uncovered  

A good reputation can be an important asset. But a squeaky-clean facade may mask shenani-
gans and even crime. Greed and the quest for profit can lead businesses astray; their sense of 
responsibility cannot be assumed. Laws and their enforcement are required to combat corrup-
tion and the exploitation of humans and nature. The gripping documentaries in the series 
Uncovered draw back the veil on stories some would rather keep hidden. 
 
02 Poisonous Profits ---- Sending Toxic Waste to Ghana 

Up to 50 million tonnes of electronic waste is produced every year around the world. Ex-
porting this hazardous garbage is illegal in many countries. But unscrupulous scrap deal-
ers declare it as second-hand goods in working order and export it to Ghana, where it is 
then dumped. Toxic heavy metals contaminate humans, water and the earth --- while the 
merchants earn a fortune.  

 
05 The Reptile Mafia ---- Species in Danger in the Rain Forest  

The worldwide demand for exotic reptiles is increasing rapidly, so there is a lot of money 
to be made. The legal breeding of these animals is often difficult and expensive. Profit 
margins are much greater if the creatures are captured in the wild --- despite the Washing-
ton Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species. Many reptile populations 
are facing extinction. 

 
06  Buying the Truth ---- The Role of Money in Genetic Engineering 

The scientists Árpád Pusztai and Ignacio Chapela have made significant discoveries in the 
field of genetic engineering. But their reputations have come under attack because their 
findings led them to question its advantages. Powerful vested interests in research and 
industry see their investments threatened by the work of independent-minded scientists. 

 
07  Gas Flaring ---- Profit at the Expense of the Environment 

The thirst for oil has fatal consequences: In nations such as Russia and Nigeria, oil con-
cerns burn off the natural gas that escapes as they pump crude, because harnessing it for 
use would not be cost-effective. The practice not only destroys vast amounts of a precious 
resource, it also inflicts massive damage on the environment. 

 
09 WWF ---- Environmentalists on the Wrong Side? 

The WWF is one of the world’s most influential environmental protection groups, with 
high-level contacts to politics and industry. The organization believes it can salvage the 
world’s last intact ecosystems through its partnerships with the energy and agriculture 
industries, but critics of its approach have serious doubts. 

 
10 Human Trafficking ---- Exploited Forestry Workers in the Czech Republic  

In the Czech Republic more than 2,000 people, most of them from Vietnam, were system-
atically deceived and exploited as forestry workers. The authorities took no action, and the 
shocking case only came to light through the engagement of committed individuals.  
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11 The Second-Hand Clothing Scam ---- The Impact of Charitable Donations 

Millions of people in industrialised nations donate their used clothing to charity, assum-
ing the items are then sent to poor people around the world. But most of the clothing is 
actually sold at a profit. More than 60 percent ends up in Africa, where local markets are 
swamped by the cheap clothing, bringing the continent’s textile industry to its knees.  

 
12 The Philip Morris Story ---- Strategies of a Tobacco Company  

Tobacco giant Philip Morris is one of the world’s largest cigarette manufacturers. But its 
immense profits largely depend on the exploitation of African tobacco farmers and a 
strategy of concealment regarding the true health impact of smoking. 

 
13 Lingering Death ---- Somalia and the Toxic Waste Mafia 

For years now, toxic waste has been dumped in the Indian Ocean off the coast of Somalia. 
It’s a highly lucrative business for foreign profiteers, but people living in this bitterly poor 
country are suffering the health effects of the illegal dumping. 
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Full Report Zoom 

DW’s on-the-ground reporters are always close to the action, be it covering international events
or zooming in on the quirks of daily life. Camera always in hand, they report on the changes 
they see taking place in Europe and around the world. This represents a selection of reports 
from our ongoing series. 
 
01 Stranded in Germany: Unaccompanied Refugee Children 
02 Down and Out in St Petersburg: Igor Antonov Lends a Hand 
03 Sea-Watch: Rescuing Refugees off Lesbos 
04 Health Emergency in Brazil: The Zika Virus 

07 Demanding Justice: The Victims of Peru’s Sterilization Program 
11 Life after Civil War: A Militiaman’s Return to Society  
12 Rescuing Refugees Off Libya: The German Navy’s Mission  
13 Health Care Crisis in Venezuela: Running out of Medicine  
14 Limitless Courage: A Traveler without Arms or Legs  

15 Heavyweight Waitressing at Oktoberfest  

16 The Search for Franco’s Victims: The Legacy of the Spanish Civil War  

17 The Fight against Taboo: HIV/AIDS in Burkina Faso  

18 Colonia Dignidad: One Victim’s Fight for Justice  

19 From Jobseeker to Bestseller: The Author Philipp Winkler’s Meteoric Rise  

20 Dashed Hopes: Refugees in Germany  

21 Childhood Lost: Working the Tobacco Fields  

23 Turkey: One Woman’s Struggle  

24 Sharing the Wealth! A Village of Lottery Winners  

25 Wakaliwood: Action Films from Uganda  

26 Maidan Dreaming: Raving for Europe  

27 Criminal or Samaritan? Refugee Helper in the Dock  

28 Olympic Dreams ---- Two Afghan Skiers Aiming for the Top  

29 Dead End Serbia: Refugees out in the Cold  

30 Fighting the Islamists: Germany’s Deployment in Mali  
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Full Report 

Full Report spotlights key and current social developments that affect us all. It is a series with 
its finger on the pulse. The investigative reports expose problems, provide explanations and 
offer visions of life in the future. 
 
52 When the Hunter Becomes the Hunted ---- Alone Against the Italian Mafia  

The modern-day Italian mafia operates on a global level. With an estimated annual turn-
over of more than 130 billion euros, it is one of Italy’s biggest business enterprises. But the 
mafia is sucking Italian society dry like a parasite, and the power of the organization is 
growing despite some success in bringing its bosses to justice. Insiders rarely speak out 
against the mafia, which still upholds a vow of silence.  

 
60 Pink Anger ---- Indian Women Fight for Their Rights  

Sampat Pal has set up a very special kind of vigilante group in India, the Gulabi Gang. It 
has hundreds of members, all of them women who dress in pink saris and fight for the 
rights of defenseless women and children. They step in to prevent child marriages, beat up 
unrepentant violent husbands, and force police to arrest rapists and murderers. They are 
conducting a passionate battle against injustice and repression in India. 

 
66 An Unknown Fate ---- The Lost Children of Guatemala  

Guatemala has one of the highest murder rates on the American continent, with violence 
claiming the lives of more than 10 people a day on average. And children often simply 
disappear. No one knows what happens to them. Tired of waiting for the police and the 
judicial system to act, affected mothers have taken matters into their own hands. 

 
68 Abducted and Sold ---- China’s Stolen Children  

More than 20,000 children are abducted by traffickers every year: some are forced to 
work on the land, others end up as prostitutes or destitutes in the cities. Parents desperately 
search for their children, and the children for their parents. They receive support from the 
Chinese aid organisation ‘Baby Come Home’, a network of 30,000 volunteers who make 
every effort to help those affected --- although the success rate is low. 

 
72 The Refugee Cemetery ---- Risking the Journey to Europe  

The River Evros runs along the border between Turkey and Greece. For many illegal immi-
grants trying to reach the EU, it is the last hurdle to overcome. On a hilltop near the river is 
a cemetery for those refugees who die trying to cross the river. The Evros symbolizes the 
fortification of EU borders and the desperation of countless people ready to risk everything 
for a better life. 

 
73  Toheba’s Secret ---- The Betrayal of Afghanistan’s Daughters 

Thirteen-year-old Toheba is a ‘Bacha Posh’ --- that is the term for young girls in Afghanistan 
who are dressed as boys by their parents. It is a custom that dates back centuries and is 
based on the belief that families without sons are social outcasts and economically dis-
advantaged. In a society still dominated by men, this masquerade is tolerated by most, 
but criticized by increasing numbers of people. 
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74  Freedom or Security ---- Changes Caused by the War on Terror 

Many countries introduced tough new anti-terror laws in the wake of 9/11, in order to be able 
to identify and apprehend terrorists before they carry out attacks. But much of this legisla-
tion curtails fundamental rights. What is more, suspicion often falls on the wrong people. 
 

75  Dangerous Work ---- Mirja’s Colombian Mission 

Mirja Peters works for the NGO ‘Peace Brigades International’ in Colombia. The PBI en-
deavors to protect human-rights activists as they go about their work all over the world. 
The strategy is called protective accompaniment. PBI employees are bodyguards without 
guns or bullet-proof vests --- their only weapon is their presence. And thanks to their work, 
there has been a marked improvement in the security situation of people engaged in the 
human-rights sector. 

 
76  Life in the Shadows ---- Enforced Prostitution in Germany 

Nigerian women forced into prostitution in Germany live unbearable lives. They are at the 
mercy of unscrupulous pimps from Nigeria, who use voodoo and violence to oppress and 
exploit them. Conditions in the brothels are dreadful. Few of the women have so far found 
the courage to speak out, partly because they receive virtually no support in Germany.  

 
77  A Sect and its Spies ---- Scientology’s Secret Service 

Scientology is generally viewed as a controversial sect. But few people may be aware of the 
fact that Scientology maintains its very own secret service, the ‘Office of Special Affairs’. Its 
job is to identify dissenters and critics. People who have left Scientology say it is involved 
in criminal activities that extend far into the spheres of business and politics. 

 
78  Fear Has a Thousand Eyes ---- Cities and the Terrorism Threat 

Big cities are the neuralgic centers of our globalised society. In a bid to protect these cen-
ters, municipal authorities are increasingly reliant on continuous surveillance systems 
and an ever more sophisticated security architecture. Critics are warning against the crea-
tion of digital parallel cities where everything is monitored, and a militarization of urban 
space that will fundamentally change the way people view their lives. 

 
79  Sexual Violence ---- The Fear that Haunts Women in India 

Since the fatal gang rape in 2012 of a student in Delhi triggered mass protests, attention 
has been focused on the many sexual attacks that occur in India. But this has so far done 
little to change the plight of victims. They are derided as prostitutes, subjected to police 
interrogation and humiliated by judges in the courtrooms. 

 
80  Unnecessary Roughness ---- The Soccer Capital Buenos Aires 

Many people in Buenos Aires are crazy about football. But the sport is overshadowed by 
corruption and violence. Fanatical, violent fans in well-organized associations known as 
barras bravas wield great power in the clubs, often with the support of politicians, officials 
and players. 

 
81  Living Among the Dead ---- The Cemetery Communities of Cebu 

Hundreds of poor families live in cemeteries in Cebu City in the Philippines. By day they 
make gravestones and candles, sell flowers and allocate burial sites; by night they sleep in 
the mausoleums. A new residential block aims to give some of these cemetery-dwellers 
new hope and a way to escape poverty. 
 

82  No Right to Life ---- India’s Lost Daughters 

There are significantly fewer women than men living in India. This is not because fewer 
girls are born than boys, but because girls are viewed as inferior, superfluous and expensive 
and many pay a terrible price: Especially in rural areas, baby girls are in grave danger of  
being murdered. 
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83  Now or Never ---- Helping Rio’s Child Soldiers 

Marcos and Mateus are 15 years old. They work, heavily armed, for a drugs gang in a favela 
in Rio de Janeiro. But they want out. Dutch psychiatrist Nanko van Buuren, founder of the 
children’s project Soldiers Never Again, negotiates with cartel bosses and arranges 
schooling and apprenticeships for the children he rescues. 

 
84  Fragile Fortress ---- The North Korea of Kim Jong-un 

Foreign journalists are rarely allowed to visit North Korea; and when they are, they are 
subjected to stringent controls. But these very efforts to restrict the media unwittingly 
reveal that the dictatorial regime is now struggling to isolate the country from the rest of 
the world. 

 
85  The Occupied Palazzo ---- Refugees Stranded in Rome 

The Palazzo Selam, or Palace of Peace, is a former university building in downtown Rome. 
It has been occupied by refugees since 2006. It is home to hundreds of people, isolated 
from the outside world, who have taken their survival into their own hands and are trying 
to realize their dreams and goals in Europe. 

 
86  A Ray of Light ---- The Lebanon Project 

Every summer, young people from Europe volunteer at a summer camp in the Lebanese 
mountains, where they help disabled people enjoy an unforgettable if brief holiday. The 
disabled people involved in the Lebanon Project spend the rest of the year in institutions, 
often in poor conditions. 

 
87  Heroes of the Night ---- The Soul Collectors of Bangkok 

They’re known as the ‘soul collectors’ of Bangkok --- volunteer helpers who take care of the 
victims of traffic accidents. Thailand’s capital does not have an organized emergency service. 
Night after night, the selfless engagement of the ‘soul collectors’ ensures that those left in-
jured on the streets of Bangkok get the medical treatment they need. Sometimes, all they 
can do is tend to the dead. 

 
88  Europe’s Deadly Border ---- Rescuing Migrants in the Mediterranean 

Thousands of refugees attempt the Mediterranean crossing to Europe every year, and 
many die in the process. Following an especially grave accident with heavy loss of life, Italy 
set up the ‘Mare Nostrum’ rescue program, in a bid to save the lives of as many people as 
possible. 

 
89  Living Beneath the Streets ---- The Sewer People of Bucharest 

There are believed to be at least 6,000 homeless people in the Romanian capital. Many of 
them seek shelter underground, in a network of tunnels and sewers. Their lives are 
dominated by poverty, drugs and fear. But somehow, they have carved out an existence 
for themselves beneath the streets of Bucharest, where they’re known as the ‘sewer people’. 
 

90  In the Cartel’s Sights ---- The Drug War in West Africa 

West Africa has become a transit region for drugs in recent years. Criminal gangs 
transport drugs, primarily cocaine, from South America, through this part of the world to 
the main markets in Europe. Their activities are facilitated by high-ranking officials and 
military personnel. Increasing levels of corruption and the erosion of state power are de-
stabilizing the entire region. 
 

91  Brothers of the Jihad ---- Warriors in Eastern Europe 

An important role on the Ukrainian side in the civil war in the east of the country is played 
by what are known as the territorial defense battalions. Most of these volunteer units are 
ultranationalist and Christian in character, but there are also Islamist battalions. The 
Brothers, as they call themselves, are members of IS and other jihadist groups trying to es-
tablish a broad-based militant network. 
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92  China ---- Rebellion from Within 

China’s economic upswing has had a dramatic impact on the nation as a whole. The ruling 
Communist Party has uncompromisingly modernized the country and exposed the popu-
lation to unregulated markets. State security agencies and Internet censorship aim to pro-
vide for peaceful and harmonious public life. But there are increasing numbers of people 
who dream of a better China and who are dedicated to achieving this despite the risks and 
the tough repressive measures. 
 

93  Breaking the Silence ---- Courageous Women in Afghanistan 

The lives of most women in Afghanistan are ruled by a patriarchal order and the repres-
sion that stems from it. They still bear their fate in silence. Very few women dare to ex-
press any wish to change their country. There is still a long way to go, but a discourse on 
the status of women has at least begun. 
 

94  Whistleblowers ---- Alone Against the System 

For the justice system, they are people who betray secrets, while society often regards 
them as heroes. Whistleblowers expose corruption, data misuse or war crimes. They place 
their conscience above the personal consequences of their actions --- which all too often 
result in a clash with a system in which former allies become bitter enemies.  
 

95  Requiem for a City ---- The Venice Sellout 

20 million tourists visit Venice every year, a daily average of 60,000 --- and the numbers 
are growing. That’s more than the population of the city itself, which is around 58,000. For 
the locals, life in Venice is collapsing. The film is a requiem for a glorious but troubled city, 
and a lesson on how public assets are becoming the quarry of the few. 
 

96  Ghetto Children ---- Marseille’s Neglected Outskirts 

La Savine, a high-rise project on the outskirts of the French port city of Marseille, is for the 
most part home to socially marginalized people living in poverty. Ahmed Madi runs a 
youth soccer club there and makes every effort to ensure that his boys don’t end up on the 
wrong tracks. 
 

97  9/11 ---- Nothing Like It Was 

The US has been left deeply traumatized by the 9/11 terror attacks and the military con-
flicts that began in their aftermath. The responses of individual Americans to this could 
not be more different, and show a country split down the middle. 
 

98  China’s Lonesome Sons ---- The Impact of the One-Child Policy 

China’s one-child policy has had some unforeseen consequences. Because the male popu-
lation outnumbers the female by 34 million, many young Chinese men feel they have no 
other choice but to travel to Laos or Vietnam to search for a partner. Traffickers also kid-
nap young women there and sell them as brides in China. 
 

99  Shark-Finning in the Pacific ---- Palau’s Fight Against Illegal Fishing 

The island state of Palau in the western Pacific Ocean imposed a ban on shark fishing years 
ago, in recognition of how important the animal is to healthy marine environments. The 
marine police tries to stop illegal shark hunting in the waters around Palau, but it only has 
one boat at its disposal. 
 

100  Hell on Earth ---- The Suffering of Female Refugees 

Refugees often report that their flight entailed terrible and deeply traumatic experiences. 
Women are the worst affected, with incidences of physical and sexual violence running 
like a thread through their accounts. But few witnesses are courageous enough to talk 
about their experiences in front of a camera. 
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101  Ana Rosa’s Campaign ---- The Right to Child Labor in Bolivia 

In Bolivia, it is legal for children aged 10 or older to work, even though that violates inter-
national conventions on child labor. 11-year-old Ana Rosa is not, however, contesting the 
law. On the contrary, she goes to school and she goes to work every day; she is also on the 
board of the children’s trade union. In her view, children have to help themselves. 
 

102  Millions For Nothing ---- What Has Happened to Aid for Kenya’s Largest Slum? 

For decades, donor countries have channeled billions of euros into development aid pro-
grams. But recipient nations have only felt the benefits in selected areas. The radio pre-
senter Boy Dallas is known as ‘the voice of Kibera’, the largest slum in the Kenyan capital 
Nairobi. He wonders why, despite all the money and the involvement of public figures and
more than 200 NGOs, Kibera is still in such a terrible state. 
 

103  Housemaids in Singapore ---- Second-Class Migrants 

The housemaid market in Singapore is booming --- young women employed by high-
earning families, most of them from foreign countries themselves, for a very low wage. 
They often have no rights, because there are no labor laws protecting housemaids. 
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Life Links

Sharing Realities, Changing Perspectives 

Life Links sheds light on issues that affect young people around the globe: on what holds them 
back, what cramps their style and how they nonetheless manage to master their lives. In each 
episode three Life Links reporters meet young people in different parts of the world. Their 
personal experiences show how different yet similar young people’s realities are. 
 
01  Who Am I ---- Finding Myself 

Ka-yeon escaped from North Korea to the neighboring South --- and is now trying to fit in. 
Alina lives on the outskirts of Paris, France and has always experienced rejection because 
she is a Roma. Amin in Cologne, Germany considers himself German, though his roots are 
Egyptian. He is always confronted with people who insist on knowing where he is ‘‘really’’ 
from. 

 
02  Drug Trap ---- Breaking Free 

Gilda from Bolivia would much rather be a teacher than a coca farmer. She is forced to pick 
the leaves from which cocaine can be made. Dominik from Germany started taking drugs 
when he was a teenager and his life went downhill from there. Now he’s in prison for ag-
gravated assault. Emma hasn’t had a sip of alcohol for three years. But even now that she’s 
sober, she still struggles because her fellow Finns like to drink a lot. 

 
03  Deal with Me ---- Seeking Acceptance 

David is proud to be Jewish. As the stigmatization of minorities seems to have become so-
cially acceptable in his native Hungary, he is trying to fight the trend. Ali has been a refu-
gee almost all his life. Hoping for a future without discrimination, he left Iran and fled to 
Germany where he’s struggling for acceptance. Leonidah lives in Kenya and has albinism. 
People with her condition face persecution and discrimination. Yet Leonidah wants to be 
accepted for who she is and what she looks like. 

 
04  Blame My Parents ---- Bearing the Burden 

In Romania, Andrea has to take care of her younger sister all by herself. Their mother lives 
and works in western Europe, so she can support her family. Jean Claude in Rwanda 
doesn’t know his father. His mother, an ethnic Tutsi, was raped by several Hutu militia-
men during the genocide in 1994. Robin in Germany was still a student when his father 
died. His life changed from one day to the next when he had to take over the family busi-
ness.  

 
05  For Christ’s Sake ---- Ordain Me! 

Jacqueline from Germany feels called to Catholic priesthood. The only problem: she’s a 
woman. Petrus is a member of the Suriyani, a Christian minority in Turkey. He wants to 
become a priest, but his religion isn’t officially recognized in his country. M is a Methodist 
in the United States and believes that sexuality and gender are fluid concepts. She feels 
called to the ministry but has been turned down by her church. 

 
06  Head above Water ---- Call of Duty 

Ships make for some of the toughest workplaces on earth. It’s hard work, long hours and 
little pay. Paul comes from a family of fishermen, but he’s one of the last young men 
wanting to do the job in Germany. Jeroen from Holland, like his colleagues, faces countless 
obstacles: shipwrecks, piracy, dangerous working conditions and lots more. Alamgir works 
with his bare hands to dismantle ships in Bangladesh --- a dangerous and backbreaking 
profession. But he has no choice but to keep going.  
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01  Tito’s Murder Squads ---- The Killing of Yugoslav Exiles in Germany 

Before the fall of the Berlin Wall, around 30 opponents of the Yugoslav regime were mur-
dered in West Germany --- most exiled Croats assassinated on orders from Belgrade. Ger-
man prosecutors believe former high-level intelligence agent Josip Perkovic was responsi-
ble for at least one of the killings, and he’s now been indicted in Munich. In a documentary 
as exciting as any spy thriller, Philipp Grüll and Frank Hofmann look into this and other 
cases. 

 
02 ‘‘Learn Polish!’’ ---- The East German Opposition and Solidarity 

In the early 1980s, the courage displayed by members of the Solidarity movement in Po-
land gave East German opposition figures hope for reform in their own country. There 
were attempts at support --- for example, the hunger strike by some 300 prisoners at a Sta-
si prison after martial law was proclaimed in Poland. But there were few direct contacts. 
Our film tells the stories of opposition activists then and now. 
 

04 + 05  Transit Camp Friedland, Part I and II 

For millions of people, arrival at the Friedland camp in Lower Saxony marked the begin-
ning of a new life --- or at least some respite from a life on the run. The British military gov-
ernment opened the camp for German refugees and returning soldiers in September 1945. 
Today, Friedland is a reception center for asylum seekers and refugees. Many have aban-
doned everything back home and risked their lives to reach Europe. We accompanied some 
refugees during their stay in the camp and also talked to people who came to Friedland in 
the early days. All had dramatic stories to tell. ‘‘When I meet children from Syria or else-
where in Friedland today, I am always meeting myself,’’ says Annelie Keil, who arrived 
there as an eight-year-old child in 1947. How different are the feelings, experiences and 
aspirations of the people in this place where so many decades of escape stories intersect? 
 

06  The Scent of Home ---- Encounters in Little Hanoi 

It smells of coriander, mint and fish sauce. The Dong Xuan wholesale market in Berlin’s 
Lichtenberg district is like a mini-version of Hanoi in Germany. The stalls are a meeting 
place for East and West, Germans, immigrants, tourists and locals alike. “Dong Xuan means 
spring meadow,’’ explains Mai-Phuong Kollath, who came from Vietnam to the former 
East Germany as a contract worker in 1981. Here she buys fresh herbs for her spring rolls. 
Retailers like Raghbir Singh buy clothes wholesale here. He arrived in West Berlin from 
Punjab as a student in the summer of 1989. The Sikh is now a grandfather. His children and 
grandchildren were born in Berlin and only know a unified Germany. Businessman Suat 
Bakir was eight years old when he arrived from Turkey with his parents. ‘‘German reunifi-
cation was like a wedding to which the immigrants were not invited,’’ he says. We also 
meet Elisa Dosse from Mozambique, who lives with her husband in the eastern German 
city of Dessau. One of her best friends was murdered by neo-Nazis in 2000. They all have 
their own stories to tell, and all of them are closely linked to Germany. We visit them at 
home, in Dessau, Hamburg and Rostock, and accompany them to a place where Germany 
is exotic and different: a place that feels and smells like home.  
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The Art of Space 

Green oases in the desert sands. Cool high-rise blocks and mythical gardens. Floating cities and 
underwater settlements. Skyscrapers and towers. Architecture in a category of its own, employ-
ing the most up-to-the-minute construction designs and traditional composition in natural 
spaces. From the breathtaking to the bizarre, the series The Art of Space shows the incredible 
variety of spatial experimentation being conducted today. It shines the spotlight on the risks 
and opportunities presented by the ever-changing face of our world. 
 
14  Way Up High ---- Skyscrapers and Towers 

Tall buildings have always represented a fascinating challenge to architects. Chicago is the 
birthplace of the skyscraper. The tallest buildings the world had ever seen were constructed
here using steel in the late 19th century, and the city skyline is still dominated by an 
impressive number of skyscrapers. Structures such as the Eiffel Tower in Paris or the TV 
tower in Berlin also attract hundreds of visitors daily hoping for a bird’s eye view of the city. 

 
20 Searching for the City of Tomorrow 

More and more people are living in cities, and they are constantly growing and changing. 
Photographer Peter Bialobrzeski captures this state of flux in his images. His search for the 
city of tomorrow takes him to the Chinese megacities of Hong Kong and Shenzhen, as well 
as the South African township of Soweto.  

 
22  The Fagus Factory ---- Walter Gropius’ Timeless Factory Building  

In 1911, the German businessman Carl Benscheidt commissioned a new factory from the 
man who would later found the Bauhaus. With his Fagus Factory in Alfeld, Walter Gropius 
wrote architectural history. The innovative design broke with all tradition and created 
working conditions that were exemplary at the time. The factory is an important example 
of early modern architecture and has been included on UNESCO’s list of world heritage sites. 

 
27  Building with Light ---- A Masterpiece of Organic Architecture  

The small German town of Löbau is home to one of the most stunning examples of 
Modernist architecture, Haus Schminke, a villa designed in the early 1930s by Hans 
Scharoun. The house, full of light and life, is a historical monument of global repute. 

 
28  Gateway to the City ---- Railway Station Architecture 

Railway stations are public places, symbols of mobility and a stage for displays of emo-
tion: Farewells and reunions, homesickness and wanderlust. They provide travelers with 
their first impression of a city. How does railway station architecture pay heed to the 
building’s manifold functions --- both in the past and the present? 

 
30 Impressive Spaces ---- Casting Car Parks in a New Light 

Parking garages used to be no-fuss, functional buildings. Now they are being given a 
makeover by well-known architects. Newly-designed garages aim to enhance the quality 
of life in city centers, and many places are now seeing the emergence of light and airy 
spaces reminiscent of banqueting halls or cathedrals. 

 
35  Proud Landmarks ---- A New Look for Parking Garages 

These days in many parts of the world parking garages are much more than just bulky 
concrete eyesores. Renowned architects are designing imaginative buildings that exude 
clarity and modernity. Not far from Tokyo, for example, Japanese architect Kengo Kuma 
has designed a monumental building for 1,000 vehicles. The cleverly slatted facade creates 
a spectacular play of light and shade. 
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38  Diverse and Dignified ---- China’s New Arts Venues 

Nowhere in the world are as many new theaters and opera houses being built as in China. 
Any city there with a sense of civic pride wants to have its own grand new arts venue. Local 
authorities commission star architects to create stunning world-class buildings. 

 
40  Aesthetic Perfection ---- Presenting Cars in a New Light 

Cars are status symbols and must be presented accordingly. That is why many automakers 
commission famous architects to design and build their museums and select showrooms: 
Sometimes these buildings are so dazzling they almost eclipse the cars themselves.  

 
43  Living in a Castle ---- Construction Site Hell or Fairytale Dreamworld? 

Hohenlohe in southwest Germany is a region brimming with castles and palaces. Many 
people dream of owning such a historic property --- but, in reality, this is often a life-long 
duty that requires a huge commitment in terms of both time and money. Still, the reward 
is nothing less than a home where every stone has a story to tell. 
 

46  Architecture and the Elements ---- Building for the Future 

Does architecture still fulfill its essential purpose, to protect against cold, heat and rain? 
Architects are currently engaged in a global debate over how best to deal with emerging 
challenges such as climate change and increasingly extreme weather phenomena. Float-
ing houses and homes built below ground level are just two of many approaches under 
consideration. 
 

47  From Zurich to Tokyo ---- In Search of New Ideas for Housing 

Tokyo may have 13 million residents, and Zurich may only have 400,000 --- but the two 
cities have one thing in common: both are densely populated, expensive and in need of 
new approaches to housing. For example, variable units that can be adapted to the differ-
ent phases of the residents’ lives. Or what are being called ‘cluster’ apartments with small 
private areas and large communal spaces. 
 

48  A Life Less Ordinary ---- People and Their Houses 

Two German families, two approaches to designing a home. The Pradels commission a 
new energy-saving house made with modern materials. The Schwarz family, on the other 
hand, have created their new home in an old barn with thick stone walls.  
 

49  Master Plan ---- Designing a ‘‘Perfect’’ City 

On the Cayman Islands, there are plans to create a new resort town. The architects and en-
gineers aim to create a community that embodies the ideas of the New Urbanism --- a high 
quality of life with home, work and public areas all within walking distance. 
 

50  Tadao Ando ---- Master of Minimalism 

Tadao Ando of Japan is a self-taught architect, who is revered worldwide for his work. His 
buildings are in dialog with their surroundings. The strict geometry of his constructions 
contrasts with the organic forms of their natural settings. Ando works with a limited range 
of materials such as wood, glass and concrete. 
 

51  Concrete ---- A Material in Flux 

Ten billion tons of concrete are produced each year. It is a defining feature of the 
manmade environment. Architects love its versatility and strength. But concrete is still 
regarded as a cheap building material by many. People who develop new kinds of con-
crete, who use concrete, and who live in concrete structures, talk about their experiences. 
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52  Less is More ---- Living in Tiny Houses 

Some people choose to live in a tiny house because they want to lead a simple life. Others 
can’t afford anything larger. Nowadays there is even a tiny house movement. One of its 
founders is Jay Shafer from California. His own living space measures just 10 square meters, 
and his tiny house designs are enjoying great success. 
 

53  Japanese-Style Weatherproofing ---- A House of Fire and Glass 

For centuries, the Japanese have used charred cedar wood to clad houses. The process makes 
the siding last longer --- cheaply and without the use of any chemicals. The method --- 
Yakisugi --- has in the meantime found its way to other parts of the world. In Germany, 
Simone and Siegfried Ottinger wrapped their dream house in Japanese-style charred wood. 
 

54  Extravagant and Luxurious ---- Living in Dream Locations 

Who doesn’t dream of living in a beautiful home in a gorgeous location --- a cozy farm-
house or a Baroque mansion, perhaps, preferably with a glorious view? Many people 
would love to take a peek inside other people’s grand houses. A few owners have obliged 
and opened their doors to our camera teams. 
 

55  Surrounded by Nature ---- Architecture in the Mountains 

Tourists, nature enthusiasts and winter sports fans are all drawn by the beauty of mountains.
Hotels and roads, lifts and ski slopes are built in the midst of spectacular mountainscapes. 
There is a growing sensitivity on the part of architects about integrating new construc-
tions into their surroundings. 
 

56  An Extraordinary Design ---- The House with the Diagonal Roof 

Sometimes, architectural designs fly in the face of building regulations. The Edelmann 
family wanted their new house to have a flat roof, but the municipality demanded a gable 
roof. The architects eventually came up with a creative solution that provided more space 
and higher ceilings than the Edelmanns had ever dreamed of. 
 

57  In Harmony with the Environment ---- The Buildings of Álvaro Siza 

Álvaro Siza is Portugal’s best-known living architect and a recipient of the prestigious 
Pritzker Prize. The vivid, sculptural quality of his work has earned him international 
recognition. Siza always considers the surroundings and social context of the buildings he 
designs. 
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Visions for Asia’s Megacities 

Asia’s cities are growing at a fast and furious pace. In some regions, within just a few years 
fishing villages have become megacities with millions of inhabitants. Urban structures have 
barely had time to evolve in the process: many cities have no center, no appropriate infrastruc-
ture, and no discernible identity.  
 
Renowned architects and urban planners are now trying to help shape the growth of Asia’s 
cities. They aim to impose some controls on unbridled development and to come up with new 
architectural solutions for megacities that are unprecedented in size. First and foremost cities in 
China – such as Beijing, Chongqing and Shanghai – and Japan – such as Tokyo and Yokosuka – 
are developing projects that might serve as models for the entire world. 

 
01  The Creative Use of Space 

In the densely built-up megacities of Asia, living space is scarce and the cost of property 
astronomically high. In the Japanese capital Tokyo, an entire school of architecture is 
dedicated to the design of compact residential units. For architects, the art lies in the 
creative use of available space. They build on the tiniest of plots or stack units one on top 
of the other. They also seek to counter the increasing isolation of urban dwellers by creating 
communal spaces, modern village communities within the anonymity of the metropolis. 
 

02  Architecture and Landscape 

Most of Asia’s new megacities have few public squares or green spaces. The high cost of 
land and the striving for maximum profit often result in a destructive style of architecture 
that pays no regard to nature, even though the landscape and greenery have a particular 
spiritual significance in Asia. But architects have again begun to consider the landscape 
and to integrate their buildings within it. They are trying to bring nature back into the city,
with gardens on roofs and in courtyards and with pools and lakes. Sometimes, the archi-
tecture itself becomes the landscape, as in the Fake Hills project in the Chinese city of 
Beihai. 
 

03  Cultural Buildings as City Centers 

Cities need spaces for people to meet – and that includes the new Asian megacities. Cultural 
buildings can serve as such spaces. A great number of museums, opera houses and arts 
centers are currently being built, especially in China. The structures are often spectacular 
and aim to give the cities a unique face. This approach is giving rise to a great number of 
bold and distinctive buildings in Asia, setting the architectural tone for the 21st century. 
 

04  New Urban Models 

Many Asian cities are threatening to implode under their own sheer size. The perpetual 
influx of people is driving the skyline upwards, and transit systems are struggling to cope. 
Buildings are erected in every available space. A new kind of urban planning is needed. In 
the Chinese city of Ningbo, for example, a residential complex of 200 homes has been 
constructed in layers, to promote the establishment of neighborly relations. New cities are 
being built today in the hope they will attract millions of people in the future. Public 
buildings, central squares and residential districts have all been laid out, though no one 
knows whether these ghost towns will ever evolve into vibrant metropolises. 
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bARchitecture 

A bar is a place where people meet – in public, but nevertheless in an intimate setting. It may 
sound like a contradiction, but the best bars manage to marry the two aspects perfectly. 
Creating the right space for this to work is the secret of a good architect or designer. 
 
This series presents unusual and fabulous bars all over the world – from the “Ice Bar” in  
Copenhagen to the “Flair Bar” in Shanghai. We explore their innovative design by daylight and 
relish their moody magic by night. 
 
01  Bars in Dramatic Spaces 

How do you design a bar in a former church or theater, or a famous museum – buildings 
that already have their own special aura and ambience? Should the style defer respectfully 
to that of the host venue, or be bold and different? We look for answers at “Teatriz” in  
Madrid and at “The Wright” in New York’s Guggenheim Museum. 

 
02  The Pull of the Panorama 

A spectacular view over the metropolis is what these bars in Tokyo, New York, Shanghai 
and Hamburg have in common. The design is understated, allowing nothing to distract 
from the breathtaking vista. At the “Roppongi Hills Club” on the 51st floor of a Tokyo  
skyscraper, guests find tranquility in one of the world’s fastest-moving cities.  

 
03  Intimacy in Cavernous Spaces 

At the Centre Pompidou, the challenge was to create a bar and restaurant in a huge rec-
tangular space with spectacular views over Paris. The architects added complexity and  
cosiness with a landscape of curving grotto-like chambers. Designers in Copenhagen, Berlin 
and Mumbai have also managed to create intimate bars and restaurants in large spaces.  

 
04  From Concept to Brand 

The unique interior design of these bars in London, Amsterdam and Copenhagen made 
them so famous they have since spawned offshoots and inspired copies all over the world. 
The cool design of Copenhagen’s “Ice Bar”, for example, has become an international brand. 

 
05  The Return of the Decorative 

When it comes to bar décor, the unfussy, purist look has been all the rage in recent years. 
But not for these bars in Madrid, New York and Shanghai. At the Madrid tapas bar “Estado 
Puro”, the designers paid playful tribute to Spanish tradition.  

 
06  Digital Pop 

The bar at the Nhow Hotel in Berlin packs a surprising punch with its futuristic design in 
digital style. The décor is a declaration of war on the restraint and strict straight lines of 
modernism. Eye-catching patterns, curvy forms and bright colors are now also in evidence 
in bars in Madrid, Venice and Shanghai. 

 
07  Hidden Gems in Unexpected Places 

These exclusive bars in Bangkok, Amsterdam, New York and Shanghai have given their 
interiors a grand exterior. The sleek white horizontal tubular structure in Bangkok’s busi-
ness district is no science lab, but one of the city’s most trendy places to hang out, the 
“Supperclub”. 
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Ecopia 

Intelligent Building, Sustainable Living 

Today, more than half the world’s population lives in cities. By 2050, the figure will have risen to 
more than two thirds. Cities produce huge amounts of greenhouse gases and garbage, and are at 
the root of many of the world’s environmental problems. Energy, water and raw materials are in 
increasingly short supply. What can we do to halt this trend? 
 

The series Ecopia looks at exciting projects that address key questions: How should we live and 
work in the future? How should we shape our public urban spaces? How can green architecture 
provide new impetus for urgently needed ecological reforms? The programs present examples of 
innovative projects and developments in ecological architecture and urban planning. 
 

01  Eco-Cities  

Hamburg’s Hafencity and the Tianjin Eco-City have been praised as models of sustainable 
urban planning. A huge stretch of derelict dockland along the Elbe river in Hamburg is being 
redeveloped to create vibrant new city neighbourhoods. It is currently Europe‘s largest building 
site. The Tianjin Eco-City in eastern China is being built on undeveloped land. The plan is to try 
out eco-friendly technologies that can help slash energy consumption in China‘s cities. 

 

02  Worlds of Knowledge  

School buildings made of locally-sourced clay in Burkina Faso, with a sophisticated roof con-
struction and a passive ventilation system that uses no electricity. A university campus in 
South Korea that has been partially sunk into the ground to blend in with the landscape of an 
existing park. And a virtually planned science lab in Germany that is carrying out research into 
work environments of the future. These three sustainable projects from Africa, Asia and Europe 
in the education sector invite imitation. 

 

04  The Sky’s the Limit  

The number of skyscrapers currently at planning or construction stage has never been greater. 
These buildings are becoming steadily more luxurious, imposing, taller and more robust. But 
architects are increasingly required to consider the environmental impact of their designs. The 
key question here is how to build in a manner that is simultaneously effective, efficient and 
ecologically sound. A sustainably built high-rise block costs around 10 percent more than a 
conventional one. But in view of rising energy prices, this investment pays for itself in just a 
few years. When assessing how to improve the green credentials of our towns and cities, the 
skyscrapers of the future are representative of the need to consider ecological and economic 
principles in equal measure. 

 

05  Modern Culture Temples  

Museums, concert halls, theaters and libraries enjoy high status throughout the world. They are 
all landmarks of a town or city and define its cultural identity. As well as being important factors 
in the competition to attract international tourists, they also provide local people with a place 
to gather and exchange ideas. And if their architectural design is spectacular and avant-garde, 
these buildings hold a very special appeal. 

 

06  Tourism Goes Green  

The tourism industry is viewed worldwide as an important economic factor with considerable 
growth potential. But more and more people are concerned about the environmental impact 
of their holidays. This has led to more sustainable architecture for tourist facilities. For example, 
in the east African nation of Rwanda, work is underway on two hotels distinguished by their 
innovative ecological approaches, cooperation with local partners and a design that reflects local
traditions. On the Indonesian island of Bali, designers have created a holiday complex that 
aims to combine luxury with ecological principles. Materials have been sourced from the region; 
the ceilings are made of bamboo from certified plantations. The water recycling quota within 
the complex is at 80 percent, and most of the staff have been recruited from nearby villages. 
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Fake, Stolen ---- Sold! 

There’s a lot of money to be made from art – legally and illegally. Speculators invest in works of 
art in the hope they appreciate more quickly than property or shares. Experts say that the third 
largest illegal trade worldwide is in art, behind drugs and arms. Top forgers make a fortune, and 
many in the international art world turn a blind eye to fraud if it is profitable. Criminals steal 
works in order to demand a ransom from their owners. 
 
Fake, Stolen – Sold! shows just how much criminal energy and human resourcefulness are 
devoted to making money from art – and how the police and judiciary, scientists and the media 
seek to put a stop to their game. 

 
02  The Big Bluff ---- Lucrative Forged Art Scams 

German master forger Wolfgang Beltracchi had the art world fooled for 35 years. He spe-
cialized in recreating lost works by famous artists. He told his clients that the works came 
from the Jäger Collection. There was indeed a Herr Jäger, but he never had an art collection. 
 

03  The ‘‘Spanish Master‘‘ ---- Magnificent Copies of Ancient Sculptures 

The art world has dubbed him the “Spanish Master” – a forger active about two decades 
ago who created a series of ‘antique’ bronzes, which had many collectors, archeologists 
and art historians fooled. He has never been identified. It is not even clear if it was one in-
dividual or a whole team. 
 

04  Real or Fake? ---- How Investigators are Catching On 

Sometimes it’s paper that’s been made to look old using coffee or tea. Sometimes it’s a 
substance in the paint that didn’t exist when the original would have been created. Scien-
tists have developed a variety of methods to unmask art forgers. 
 

05  The Mystery of the Fake Mummy 

A “Persian mummy” is discovered in Pakistan. The find turns out to be a fake, one that 
cost the life of a woman. Investigators set out to discover who the woman was, and who 
killed her. 
 

06  Thieves in the Temple ---- Behind the Scenes of the International Art Market 

A thousand-year-old statue looted during the Cambodian civil war is to be auctioned at 
Sotheby’s. The auction house deploys all the legal tricks in the book to prevent the artifact 
from being returned to Cambodia. But after a lengthy court battle Sotheby’s relents, fearing 
damage to its reputation, and agrees to give the statue back. 
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Arts ---- 45 Min. 

01  The Cranachs and Medieval Modern Art

Two artists who embodied the ideal of the Renaissance man were Lucas Cranach the Elder 
(1472---1553) and his son Lucas Cranach the Younger (1515---1586). They were among the most 
successful painters of the 16th century, working as court painters and immortalizing Martin 
Luther and the Reformation in their paintings. They also ran printing workshops, were 
paper wholesalers, had a pharmacy license and were mayors of the renowned university 
city of Wittenberg. In Cologne, the Cranachs’ work is being digitized --- a treasure trove for 
professionals and art lovers. The Cranach Digital Archive (CDA) makes it possible to zoom 
in on even the tiniest figures or the fine networks of cracks in painted faces. Our film 
follows in the Cranachs’ footsteps and provides an insight into the lives, work and times 
of the famous family of painters. 

 
02  Words against Silence ---- Indonesia’s Courageous Writers 

With its 17,000 islands, 800 languages and 300 ethnic groups, Indonesia is a nation of 
superlatives. And one that is still searching for a common identity. After 350 years of 
Dutch colonial rule, decades of regional independence wars and a military regime that 
cost the lives of a million people, the country has yet to look its past squarely in the eye. 
For many years, a number of courageous writers have been agitating for this process to 
begin, by tackling subjects that still remain shrouded in silence: As a student in the 1990s, 
Linda Christanty from Jakarta joined the movement to topple Suharto. Azhari Aiyub from 
Banda Aceh writes about the region’s past struggle for liberation and coping with the af-
termath of the tsunami. Oka Rusmini lives on the island of Bali. She describes the con-
straints of the Hindu caste system. Through their work, all three give a voice to the weak. 
 

03  The Mystery Conman ---- The Murky Business of Counterfeit Antiques 

For years, a talented fraudster smuggled counterfeit antiques onto the art market. No one 
knew who the person was but workshops in southern Europe aroused suspicion, especially 
one in Spain. Experts in Germany have therefore named the fraudster the ‘‘Spanische 
Meister’’ or ‘‘Spanish master.’’ The documentary follows archeologist Stefan Lehmann 
from Halle near Leipzig, who’s been on the shark’s tail. Around 40 counterfeits have been 
discovered so far, but he thinks it’s only the tip of the iceberg. Lehmann hasn’t made him-
self popular --- the subject of counterfeiting tends to get swept under the rug within the art 
trade and museums. A Swiss collector is the first one to break the silence. He gave Leh-
mann access to a bronze head of Emperor Augustus, which he bought for several hundred 
thousand dollars on the New York art market. It’s an exciting case for Lehmann --- will his 
examinations prove that the head is fake? Auction houses and galleries know exactly what 
they’re selling according to Christoph Leon, an art dealer from Basel who’s working with 
Lehmann. He says the market is full of fakes because the global financial market invests in 
antique sculptures so there’s a lot of money at stake. This film follows the trail of the dirty 
dealings and gives an insight into the unknown world of the antiques trade. 
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The Fate of Books in the Digital Era 

For centuries, the book has been the vehicle and symbol of knowledge and intellect. But it has 
now been caught up in the digital revolution. Reading from a screen has become widespread. 
Online retailers of E-books are replacing bookstores, and putting publishers under pressure. Data 
about E-reading habits are being captured and analyzed, leaving readers vulnerable to manipu-
lation. What is the value of the book in the digital age? How different are the approaches in 
Germany, where movable type was invented, and in the US, the pioneer of digitalization? 
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Global Beethoven

Cello and Horsehead Fiddle 

What does it sound like when Germany’s National Youth Orchestra (BJO), plays music by the 
Chinese-Mongolian avant-garde composer Zulan? Zulan, who comes from Inner Mongolia, 
composed an opulent piece for the BJO and her own ensemble Mongolism. It’s called Amila and 
describes the dance of the shaman that gives mankind a new soul. While the BJO’s role is to set 
the scene, recreating the natural world, the shrubs, the mountains, Mongolism’s role is to relate 
the story. The film charts the journey of Zulan and the orchestra, beginning with the first en-
counter in Germany. Then there is the BJO’s concert tour of China, the second meeting with 
Zulan in Beijing and the first rehearsal of her music. And finally, the premiere of Amila at the 
2015 Beethoven Festival in Bonn, where the German National Youth Orchestra and Mongolism 
perform together on the same stage for the first time. 
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Art Beats 

Mention culture, and what usually springs to mind is famous writers and composers, great 
painters and sculptors, celebrated actors and singers. But culture encompasses much more: 
street musicians and graffiti artists, samba and tango virtuosos, masters of caricature and  
satire. Culture is vibrant and diverse, international and able to unite nations and peoples. 
 
08  Kinshasa Symphony ---- An Orchestra in the Heart of Africa 

Two hundred musicians are playing Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. Just before the final 
movement, there is a power failure --- yet again. So the orchestra plays on in total darkness. 
But power failures are still the smallest of problems facing the only symphony orchestra 
in Central Africa. The “Orchestre Symphonique Kimbanguiste” was founded in the  
mid-nineties in Kinshasa, the capital of the Democratic Republic of Congo. Since then, its 
musicians have experienced two putsches, several crises, and a civil war. Somehow the 
people involved have managed to never give up, and with their music, they’re helping to 
keep alive hope for a better future. 

 
09  Flamenco ---- Spain’s Primal Scream 

Outside Spain, flamenco is often associated with a particular style of dance. But for the 
Spanish themselves, it is the song form that is most important. The music is raw, with an 
eastern inflection, and was at first only performed vocally. The familiar guitar and dance 
accompaniment came much later. Created by the gitanos, the Romani people of Andalucia, 
flamenco tells of poverty and hunger, and of the pride and exuberance of this marginalized 
ethnic group. 

 
12  Courageous, Strong and Skillful ---- Folk Artists in Uzbekistan 

Every summer, a troupe of dorboz and polvon – that is, highwire acrobats and heavyweight 
athletes --- draw enthusiastic crowds. They travel through the Fergana Valley from May to 
September, putting on shows in parks and at private celebrations. To this day, the densely 
populated region is the heartland of this traditional folk culture. 
 

14  Roden Crater ---- The World’s Largest Artwork 

The largest artwork in the world has been in production since the mid-1970s in the south-
western United States. Here, light artist James Turrell has been working to turn an extinct 
volcano, the Roden Crater, into a gigantic sculpture where the sky, light and stars can be 
experienced like never before. 
 

15  Made in Tokyo ---- Art, Fashion and Music 

Whether it’s in the fields of art, fashion or music --- talented individuals from the Japanese 
capital Tokyo distinguish themselves through skill and diligence, creativity and ambition, 
inventiveness and tenacity. For example the pop artist Keiichi Tanaami, the fashion blog-
ger Juno Suzuki and the street musician Megumi Mori. 
 

16  Berlin’s Klezmer King 

Klezmer was the traditional music of the Jews of Eastern Europe. These days, it’s popular in 
many other parts of the world. The performances of the passionate musician, comedian 
and ambassador for Yiddish culture Jossif Gofenberg can get any audience up on its feet. 
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17  Freestyle ---- Jazz and China 

Shanghai boasts a cool cosmopolitan jazz scene. A number of musicians here are developing 
their own Chinese-influenced jazz style, encouraging improvisation and breaking with a 
tradition of performing scores exactly as written.  
 

18  Polar Circle Rock ---- Iceland’s Vibrant Music Scene 

Icelanders love making and listening to music. They see it as a way of expressing what 
makes them different. That’s why some experts say Iceland has almost as many different 
musical genres as it does inhabitants! 
 

19  What a Circus ---- The Wonderful World of the Artists 

The Charles Knie Circus is one of Germany’s newest circuses. It was only founded in 1995 
but has already earned itself an excellent reputation. The ensemble is made up of interna-
tional performers and strives for one thing above all else: perfection. 
 

20  Masters of All Styles ---- Art Reproduction in Berlin 

Whether Renaissance, Baroque or Rococo --- Evgeni, Mikhail and Semyon Posin know how 
to reproduce any style to perfection. In their art studio in Berlin, the three Russian brothers 
copy masterpieces from all epochs. Their reproductions are signed, to ensure that they do 
not pass as forgeries. 
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Of Gardens and Gardeners  

Gardens: Oases of the modern world, places where people go to regenerate and reconnect with 
their senses. Previously sites for the cultivation of food, these days gardens are status symbols 
and islands of peace and reflection. Gardens fulfill a human need for beauty, creativity and 
proximity to nature. They are also an expression of the era in which they were designed, their 
geographical location as well as the social standing and preferences of their owners. As a result, 
not only does a garden serve those who design and utilize it, it also reveals a great deal about them.
 
03 Indian Tradition and Modern Influences ---- The Gardens of Delhi 

Delhi in northern India is regarded as one of the greenest cities in the world. Numerous 
public and private gardens and parks serve its inhabitants as oases in the middle of this 
dusty and hectic metropolis. A tour of the green spaces of India’s capital is also a voyage of 
discovery through its eventful history. Conquerors from different cultural spheres have 
left their traces. Hindu elements like stairways, terracotta sculptures of deities, and plants 
regarded as holy are found almost everywhere. The legacies of the Moguls, the Islamic 
conquerors are particularly impressive. They ruled much of northern India and left behind 
gardens based on Persian models. In the mid-19th century India became a British colony. 
The British had fine government buildings constructed and laid out lush gardens with 
plants imported from Europe. They planned the present-day suburb of New Delhi as a garden 
city and in 1931 made it the seat of government of the British Indian Empire. The gardens 
of Delhi are open for global trends. Many home owners combine modern and traditional 
elements in their gardens. This produces grounds where minimalist structures dovetail 
with traditional design principles: like Vastu rules whose principles are partially utilized 
in Feng Shui. 

 
05 Perfection in Green ---- The Lawn 

You can’t eat them, they’re a lot of work and, strictly speaking, they’re completely useless: 
lawns. Nevertheless, for many people they’re more than just a grassy carpet. They’re so 
much more than that. For millions of people around the world they’re almost an obsession. 
A green lawn is a status symbol, it conveys a feeling of security and embodies the human 
desire for order. It is symbolic of man’s dominance over nature. Surveys have shown that 
a green lawn around a house increases the home’s value significantly. Home-owners will 
spend a fair bit on their ‘green obsession’. Just the water necessary to keep a lawn green 
costs vast amounts. Formerly a privilege of the aristocracy, the desire to have such a lawn 
has penetrated all layers of society. Almost everybody is, was or will one day be affected by 
the lawn obsession. It’s just that nobody really knows why. 
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Unlocking the Past  

Wherever people live, they leave traces behind them. Some of these are temporary, others survive
the test of time. What we know about the history of humanity we owe to such traces: impressive 
buildings; magnificent works of art, music and literature; great achievements in the fields of 
science and technology – but also everyday objects, transit routes, the remains of settlements 
or ritual sites. All over the world, scientists are investigating the often hidden traces of past eras 
and cultures. They preserve the remains of the past for the future, and explore the wide range 
of human activity over many millennia. 
 
08  Persepolis ---- Vision of a World Empire 

In the year 520 B.C., the Persian King Darius I started work on the construction of a new 
capital. Persepolis became one of the most magnificent cities of antiquity. Then in the 
year 330 B.C. it was destroyed by the army of Alexander the Great, King of Macedonia. 
Now an Iranian and a German architect have created a virtual reconstruction of Persepolis, 
using urban-planning software.  

 
21  Herakleion ---- Egypt’s Sunken Port City 

Archeologists searched for a long time in vain for one of Egypt’s most important port cities, 
Herakleion on the Nile Delta, submerged in the 7th century. Then finally they made a sen-
sational discovery: Six kilometers off today’s coastline, they found temples, colossal statues
and gold jewelery on the site of the once magnificent ancient commercial hub. 

 
22  Baltic Battle ---- The Mystery Surrounding Sweden’s Historic Defeat 

A sea battle against Denmark accelerated Sweden’s decline as a major regional power on 
the Baltic Sea. Few details were known about this clash until now. Meticulous research in 
both Danish and Swedish archives, as well as the discovery of a wreck, have shed new light 
on what happened. 

 
23  The Thuringians ---- An Enigmatic Equestrian Tribe 

In the 5th and 6th centuries, the West Germanic Thuringians were one of the most powerful 
tribes between the Rhine and the Danube. Not much is known about them. But during 
roadworks in central Germany one of their burial sites came to light. Among the dead 
were several horsemen. The burial objects provide a rare insight into the lives of people in 
the Thuringian Kingdom. 

 
24  Tiwanaku ---- The Eternal City 

For 2,500 years, Tiwanaku was at the heart of the Aymara culture on Lake Titicaca in Bolivia. 
The people who lived here demonstrated astonishing knowledge of architecture, agri-
culture and astronomy. In the 11th century, a devastating drought forced them to leave 
the city, which fell into decline. For a long time, it wasn’t known what happened to the 
survivors of Tiwanaku. 
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27  Ice Age Masterpieces 

Ice Age people were perhaps not as different from us as we might think, given the spectac-
ular archeological finds made in a group of caves in southwest Germany. The ornaments, 
statuettes and musical instruments are among the world’s very oldest known works of art. 
They are testament to the skills, intelligence and creativity of people living 40,000 years 
ago. 

 
28  The Secret of the Spanish Ship 

Despite its name, the career of the “Triunfante” was far from glorious. In 1795, the Spanish 
battleship ran aground in the Bay of Roses on the northern Spanish Mediterranean coast 
and was abandoned. As they examined the wreck, archeologists discovered the man-of-
war embodied innovations in shipbuilding technology they had read about but never 
seen before. So, after more than two centuries, it emerged triumphant after all. 
 

29  Naqa ---- Uncovering an Advanced Civilization in Sudan 

Naqa was a settlement in the ancient Kingdom of Kush in what is today Sudan. Kushite 
temples and palaces are evidence of an advanced culture contemporaneous with the Ptol-
emaic Kingdom in Egypt and the Roman Empire. While the influence of the Egyptians, 
Romans and Greeks is evident, Kushite culture was distinctive. The archeologists using the 
latest technology to explore Naqa say the history of the ancient world will have to be re-
written in the wake of their findings. 
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Euromaxx  

Europe to the max – Euromaxx. The name says it all. Experience the richness and variety of 
Europe. Fascinating colorful reports bring alive the new Europe. See how people live across the 
continent, from Portugal to Ukraine, Finland to Italy. 
 
Europe is always on the move. A source of new ideas and a motor for change. But Europe’s 
traditions are also flourishing and being updated for life in the 21st century. Europe’s values of 
tolerance and its diversity make it an exciting mix of cultures and temperaments. Arts and 
entertainment, fashion and glamour, design and architecture. Europe is all this and much more. 
And so is Euromaxx. 
 
Vibrant and alive – Euromaxx gets up close to the action and captures the fast pace of modern 
Europe. Come and discover the Europe of today. Stay right up to date with the latest fashion 
and be the first to know about tomorrow’s trends. We’ll keep you informed about all the latest 
news from the worlds of fashion, food, travel, art and architecture to name but a few.  
 
Euromaxx, unique clips packed full of Europe for your show reflecting the continent’s con-
stantly changing cultural landscape. Euromaxx – Europe to the max!  
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Euromaxx Architecture  

European architecture stands out through an almost unparalleled pluralism of style. The 
striking buildings of the modern era are characterized sometimes by structural achievements 
or the innovative use of materials, sometimes by a special language of form. In view of such 
architectural variety, it is impossible to talk in terms of a pan-European style. Yet constants and 
popular stylistic devices can be identified. In postmodern architecture everything seems possi-
ble: from geometric cubes to organic domes, from neo-classical stylistic creations to futuristic 
constructions. 
 
To a certain extent, the latest examples of postmodern European architecture pay homage to 
the old rule “form follows function”, which dominated all schools of architecture and design in 
the early 20th century. 
 
We proudly present Euromaxx Architecture showcasing the most important and exciting and 
also the most controversial European buildings of the 20th and 21st centuries. 
 
 
SAMPLE CLIPS 
 
25 Verde: Urban Green Architecture 

It looks like a mix between a jungle and a tree house: the “25 Verde” building in the Italian city 
of Turin. Architect Luciano Pia designed this vision of new urban green architecture, which is 
part of a wider trend.  
 
British Design Group Assemble 

The British design team Assemble is changing the face of the UK for the better. We meet mem-
bers of the team and see what they’re planning next.  
 
Wood in Contemporary Architecture 

Wood is an important building material in modern architecture. New wood processing tech-
niques allow architects to explore an ever-increasing number of possibilities and give them the
ability to realize more spectacular designs. 
 
Deluxe: Prefab House In Norway 

This designer Norwegian house was completed in just a few days. The building materials came 
mainly from Norway, which meant that delivery distances were short. The design is character-
ized by the use of local wood. 
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Euromaxx Design  

Design is the process by which nearly all objects – from cars to paper clips, from clothing to 
chairs – acquire a certain form and function. But design involves more than just shaping and 
styling: good design is a complex process in which different and often contradictory require-
ments have to be met to ensure that objects function in the desired way. Design is only good 
when aesthetic, ergonomic and ecological aspects, durability, function and comfort harmonize 
and complement one another.  
 
Euromaxx Design presents the most important and exciting creations on the European design 
scene. It portrays star designers, shows emerging trends and pays tribute to traditional design. 
 
The individual reports of our successful series Euromaxx Design introduce the latest creations 
from the automotive industry, from furniture designers, glassworks and material and jewelry 
studios and visit trade fairs, exhibitions and presentations. 
 
 
SAMPLE CLIPS 
 
Light Designer Andreas Schulz 

Andreas Schulz created the light design for the ceiling of a restaurant which spectacularly  
illuminates the cubic glass building with LED technology. That project won him the German 
Lighting Design Prize. 
 
Classical Art in the Digital Age 

Artist Seb Lester has gained a huge following with his Instagram calligraphy videos. With mil-
lions of clicks, he uses social media to resurrect the ancient writing style. 
 
Hubcap Creatures: Sculptures Made of Wrecks 

For Ptolemy Elrington, finding hubcaps in the street is a real treasure. He turns them into 
sculptures called “Hubcap Creatures”. The British artist from Brighton has been making his 
animal sculptures for years and enjoys worldwide success. 
 
The Glass Art of Pati Dubiel 

The Versus gallery in the Polish city of Wroclaw specializes in glass art. The owner is artist Pati 
Dubiel who creates crazy surrealistic sculptures and everyday objects. 
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Euromaxx on Vacation  

Euromaxx on Vacation invites you to spend your vacation with us. Let us be your guide on a 
tour of the most beautiful destinations, glamorous locations and tranquil regions Europe has 
to offer. From Andorra to Zagreb – you will be enchanted by these diverse and fascinating plac-
es. Among the many exciting cities we explore are Copenhagen, Lisbon and Barcelona. We offer 
all kinds of information and insider tips about the places we visit. Euromaxx on Vacation is 
guaranteed to infect you with the travel bug. 
 
 
SAMPLE CLIPS 
 
By Bike through Copenhagen 

Indeed, there are more bicycles than inhabitants in the Danish capital. The city can be best 
explored by bicycle, especially in the summer. 
 
Lisbon and the Saudade 

“Saudade” is an integral part of Portuguese culture. It is an abstract feeling, that mixes melan-
choly, nostalgia and longing and which is hard to translate into other languages. We go in 
search of that certain “saudade” spirit. 
 
Vive la France 

Nice in Southern France has everything typically associated with the French Riviera: a mild 
climate, beautiful beaches, world-renowned art museums and delicious food. 3.5 million tour-
ists visit the city annually for a taste of the Côte d’Azur. 
 
Lac Souterrain ---- An Underground Lake in the Swiss Alps 

The natural underground lake near the village of Saint-Léonard in the Swiss Alps is the biggest 
in Europe. Some 80,000 visitors are drawn to the lake’s beauty and mystical atmosphere each 
year. 
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Euromaxx á la Carte  

We travel around Europe to trace the manifold roots of European cuisine and to show how
Europe’s culinary heritage is reworked and refined by the continent’s top chefs. They give us 
an insight into their skills as they turn regional specialties into gourmet delights. For 
Euromaxx à la Carte they demonstrate European gastronomy at its finest in their award-
winning restaurants. 
 
It’s all here – from new Scandinavian cuisine to hearty Bavarian dishes. For dessert, each pro-
gram focuses on a special subject, such as the delicate craft of the chocolatier or top wines from 
France. Euromaxx à la Carte takes your taste buds on a European tour. 
 
 
SAMPLE CLIPS 
 
John Dory with Cauliflower Purée 

Enjoy a tasty dish prepared by a London chef. John Dory with cauliflower purée is on the menu 
at The Roast restaurant, which is located near London Bridge. 
 
Bon Appétit, Europe: Coq Au Vin 

Coq au vin is a favorite French classic and the subject of today’s feature report on popular 
meals across the continent. 
 
Slovenian Strudel 

Slovenia is proud to have around 1,000 national dishes, including many scrumptious desserts. 
One of them is a layered strudel called Prekmurska Gibanica. 
 
Star Chef Elena Arzak 

Elena Arzak and her father run a Michelin-starred restaurant in San Sebastián in Spain. She 
experiments with over 900 ingredients and spices in her culinary lab. 
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Tasty Tales 

What culinary surprises does the party metropolis Tel Aviv have up its sleeve? What’s special 
about the famous Singaporean chilli crab? To what does South Tyrolean cuisine owe its sophis-
tication? Foodstuffs and dishes reveal a great deal about history, cultural influences and tradi-
tions in their respective region. The ingredients, presentation, aroma, taste and color of our 
foods are as diverse as the landscapes and climates of our world. Come with us on a culinary 
voyage of discovery. Bon appétit! 
 
01  The Gurus of Indian Cuisine 

Working as a top chef in India is a particularly challenging job in view of the many different 
culinary preferences and traditions on the subcontinent. For many Indians, beef is taboo 
for religious reasons; it’s important to understand and master vegetarian cooking; and 
some people won’t even eat vegetables that grow beneath the earth. All of this means the 
gurus of Indian cooking have to be highly creative. 

 
03  Hong Kong à la Carte 

Hong Kong has to be the number one metropolis for dining out. Whether the food is 
steamed, simmered, fried or glazed, the chefs here don’t restrict themselves to traditional 
Chinese methods. Many Hong Kong restaurants are the scene of exciting experimentation, 
even with the most unusual ideas in modern molecular cuisine. 

 
04  Vienna, European Capital of Desserts 

The art of pastry making holds a particular significance in Vienna. Even in the 16th century, 
the imperial court employed a master confectioner. To this day, visitors from all over the 
world come to the Austrian capital to enjoy its famous pastries and chocolates.  

 
05  Perfect Cuisine, Japanese Style 

Japan is crazy about fish – and the fresher the better! Not only does it have to taste good, it 
has to be aesthetically presented on the plate. Japanese food is a marriage of two art 
forms: cooking and design, united in the desire for perfection.  

 
06  A Culinary Tour of Sicily 

Sicily has been invaded and governed by numerous rulers over the centuries, each of 
them leaving their mark on the cuisine of the Italian island: The Greeks, Phoenicians, Arabs, 
Normans and not least the Spanish, who brought cocoa beans from South America. To this 
day, Sicilian chocolate is manufactured using ancient Aztec methods. 

 
07  Vietnam’s Healthy Cuisine 

The cuisine of Vietnam is delicious and very healthy. Highlights of the nation’s culinary 
palette include light rice paper rolls, noodle soups and seafood – served with all kinds of 
fresh herbs. Vietnam is also a paradise for fans of tropical fruit. 

 
 

 

VERSIONS 
English, Spanish (16 x 30 min.) 
 

RIGHTS 
Not available worldwide.  
Please contact your regional 
distribution partner. 
 

ORDER NUMBER 
56 4837 | 01, 03-12, 14-18 
 
 

  



 

dw-transtel.com Programs in High Definition | DW Transtel

      

      

PEOPLE 
PLACES 
 
 
 
DOCUMENTARY 
30 MIN. 

  

       

   
08  An Appetite for Tel Aviv 

A culinary exploration of Tel Aviv yields a host of surprising taste sensations. People living 
in this vibrant Mediterranean metropolis are known for their high-spirited lifestyle, and 
the local cuisine is similarly exuberant, linking the flavors of East and West. Tel Aviv has 
the potential to become a major magnet for gourmets. 

 
09  Singapore and Penang ---- A Culinary Melting Pot 

Numerous culinary influences converge on the Malay Peninsula. The Chinese and Malays, 
Indians and British have all left their mark, especially on the regional cuisines of Singapore
and Penang. The huge variety of local herbs and spices, combined with a yen for experi-
mentation, yields an abundance of delicious, creative dishes.  

 
10  Scrumptious Switzerland 

If you’re watching your waistline, then the dishes typically served in the Swiss canton of 
Graubünden are probably not for you. Barley soup or stuffed dumplings, special kinds of 
sausage or pastries made with nuts – traditional meals here are a revelation for fans of 
hearty, filling food. It’s down-to-earth cuisine just like grandma used to make.  

 
11  Thailand’s Delicacies 

Thai cuisine offers an amazing variety of tastes and is made with fresh, healthy ingredi-
ents. No wonder it is popular around the world. In Thailand itself, mealtime traditionally 
involves a pleasurable custom. All dishes on the table are shared – to ensure that each din-
er partakes of a balanced, substantial meal: A little of everything, instead of too much of 
one thing. 

 
12  South Tyrol ---- Cuisine Flavored by Italy and Austria 

Hearty Alpine specialties combined with Mediterranean lightness – this is the charm of 
South Tyrolean cuisine. It is a synthesis of two culinary cultures – the Italian and the Aus-
trian. The cuisine in the northernmost province of Italy may be rooted in tradition, but it’s 
often served up with an innovative twist, and with the accent on top quality ingredients. 

 
14  Pizza ---- The Global Fast Food Hit 

The first big waves of migrants from southern Italy reached the US in the 19th century. 
The Neapolitans arrived with the recipe for their national dish – pizza. It wasn’t long be-
fore the new dish had captivated the taste buds of the New World. Today, it’s not just a 
case of the Americanized version returning to Europe and competing with the original 
Italian fare. Pizza is also the most popular fast food in the world.  

 
15  Barbecue ---- Meat Cooked to Perfection 

It was invented by the French, perfected by the Americans and introduced to the rest of 
the world – the barbecue. But we’re not talking about a few sausages and burgers out in 
the garden. A real barbecue involves cooking the meat for hours in the hot smoke of a 
wooden fire, then serving it with a variety of sauces to suit all tastes. Barbecue fever has 
now spread to the inhabitants of other continents. Like the typical oven, known as a 
smoker, the strictly regulated barbecue competitions from the US are also catching on. 

 
16  Tofu, Miso and Soya Sauce ---- The Magic of the Soya Bean 

Centuries ago, Buddhist monks in China allowed soya milk to curdle, and named the re-
sulting “cheese” tofu. The Japanese continued to develop it into its present soft form. Soya
products are intrinsic to Asian cuisine. Tofu, miso soup and soya sauce are now regarded 
as key components of a healthy diet all over the world. And beyond the borders of Asia 
too, tofu is increasingly being regarded as a foodstuff in its own right, rather than just a 
substitute for meat. 
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17  Pasta ---- Simple and Versatile 

Spaghetti, tortellini, ravioli – a success story initiated by the Arabs. The idea of drying pasta 
products was theirs, and they brought it to Italy during the Middle Ages. This meant that 
pasta was no longer just for the domestic kitchen. It became an industrial product that 
could be preserved and transported, in a variety of forms to appeal to all tastes. From that 
point on, the success of pasta knew no bounds. 

 
18  The Sausage ---- A Story with Two Endings 

The humble sausage handmade by Viennese butchers is steeped in legend, anecdotes and 
a multitude of questions. Why do the Viennese call the wiener a frankfurter? How did it 
evolve into today’s hot dog? And what do an emperor, a countess and even a pope have to 
do with the sausage from Vienna? Although the wiener is a common snack food pretty 
much everywhere these days, its story is far from over. As the old German saying goes: 
“Everything has an end – only the sausage has two.” 
 

 

VERSIONS 
English, Spanish (16 x 30 min.) 
 

RIGHTS 
Not available worldwide.  
Please contact your regional 
distribution partner. 
 

ORDER NUMBER 
56 4837 | 01, 03-12, 14-18 
 
 

  



 

dw-transtel.com Programs in High Definition | DW Transtel

  

 

   

      

PEOPLE 
PLACES 
 
 
 
DOCUMENTARY 
30 MIN. 

    

       

  
  

Animal Encounters  

Can there be such a thing as a spiritual affinity between animals and humans? The men and 
women in our Animal Encounters would probably say yes. They have all felt a profound con-
nection with certain animals, a relationship that has stayed with them ever since their first 
meeting. The devotion with which they commit to the welfare of their protégés, the trust that 
these animals demonstrate and the wordless form of understanding between them are often 
an enigma to outsiders. 
 
01  My Friend, the Wolf 

Few people have such an intense relationship with wolves as the Norwegian Frank Andrè 
Soma. This is evident to anyone watching him playfighting with “his” wolves. Frank Andrè 
Soma campaigns for wolves to be able return to their old habitats in Europe. 

 
03  At the Elephant Orphanage 

In Kenya, keepers at the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust lovingly raise baby elephants, most 
of whom were orphaned when poachers killed their mothers. For all of those concerned, 
this is more than just a job. The men bottle feed the babies every three hours and are there 
when traumatised calves are plagued by nightmares. 

 
07  A School for Monkeys 

In Thailand, the coconut harvest is monkey business. Usually, wild monkeys are captured 
and beaten until they have learned how to do their job. But at Somjai Saekhow’s school for 
monkeys, it’s quite a different story. With plenty of love and endless patience, her staff 
teach them how to recognise a ripe fruit and pluck it. 
 

08  Among Dolphins 

The Swiss biologist Angela Ziltener resigned her job, left family and friends, and moved to 
Egypt’s Red Sea coast, all to be close to “her” dolphins. While diving with these animals, 
she gains the most extraordinary insights. This is because she manages to integrate herself 
within the pod, as though she were a dolphin herself. 
 

09  The Tree-Kangaroo Mother 

There is a species of kangaroo in Australia that lives in trees. Tree-kangaroos are nimble 
climbers, but occasionally one may fall or lose its young as it jumps from branch to branch. 
Jeffrey and Dorothy are tree-kangaroos who were found abandoned as babies. Their pro-
spects for survival were dim, until they found a human foster mother in Margit Cianelli. 
 

10  Berta’s Little Alpaca 

Eight-year-old Berta from Peru is a member of the Q‘ero ethnic group. It is traditional within 
this community for children to adopt a newborn alpaca, as a way of teaching them early 
about the meaning of responsibility. The first few weeks of their partnership present Berta 
and her little alpaca with huge challenges, which lay the foundations for a life-long bond. 
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11  The Story of the Spirit Bear 

Kermode bears, also known as spirit bears, are extremely rare. Related to the more com-
mon black bear but with a striking white coat, the spirit bear is revered for its special pow-
ers by indigenous people in western Canada. Clover is an orphaned spirit bear who was 
raised by zookeeper Angelika Langen with lots of tender loving care. Once he was grown, 
she released him, to try to ensure the survival of the species in the wild. 
 

12  My Animal Protégé 

At Schönbrunn Zoo in Austria – the oldest zoo in the world – 70 keepers tend to the needs 
of around 8,000 animals. Many dedicate their entire lives to the care of their protégés. 
They watch as their animals are born and grow up, grow old and die. Sometimes they are 
even witness to the extinction of a species.  
 

13  The Girl and the Elephants 

Sixteen-year-old Chandani has an ardent wish: She wants to follow in her father’s foot-
steps and become a mahout, or elephant rider. But in her homeland Sri Lanka, this is a job 
exclusively for men. Nonetheless, Chandani’s father decides to give her a chance, and puts 
her in charge of the elephant calf Kandula. 
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Germany by Scooter  

2,473 kilometers in 80 days. On a scooter.
 
Our intrepid reporter Michael Wigge has traveled from the northernmost to the southernmost 
point of Germany on what has to be one of the most uncomfortable means of transport. 
Although he may have felt like banishing his scooter to the cellar after the trip, the journey 
was most definitely worthwhile. 
 
On his way through Germany, Wigge visited people and places well off the beaten track. On his 
travels, the award-winning reporter discovered the country’s first “automated municipal lighting 
works’’, visited the world’s largest cuckoo clock and got to know Germany’s lowest point. He 
passed through a rainy and chilly village on the Baltic coast called Brazil, dropped in on 
Germany’s only ‘‘public DISorder office’’, visited the equally unique official UFO sightings 
bureau and viewed the leaning tower of Thuringia, which stands at an incline greater than that 
of its much more famous counterpart in Pisa. 
 
The first thing Wigge had to say after his long journey was: “Never again will I travel by scooter!” 
But then he added: ‘‘I’ve met some incredibly interesting people. And you can only do that if 
you’re using a very slow vehicle --- for example, a scooter.’’ 
 
01  From Sylt to the North German Plain

The Starting Line 
Smallest Village 
German Brazil 
Inventors Club 
Lowest Point 
Canine Care 

 
02  From the Brunswick Area to the Harz  

 Mountains 

‘‘Autostadt” 
Artisans on Tour 
Smallest House 
Oldest Oak 
Meet in the Middle 
Leaning Tower 

 
03  From the Thuringian Forest to the  

 Taunus 

Garden Gnome 
Sandman Cave 
The Former Border 
German Gym Wheel 
Sugar Collector 
Organized Humor 
 

 04 From the Odenwald to Middle Franconia

Scooter Association 
Frankenstein Castle 
Office Chair Racing 
UFO Hotline 
World Hotel 
City Lights Limits 
 

05  From the Black Forest to the Allgäu 

Beard Club 
Cuckoo Clock 
Culture Bunker 
Smallest Brewery 
Bureau of Disorder 
The Finish Line 
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Coming Home  

What is it like for a person to return to his roots, to go back to the country of his childhood and 
youth, a country he left years ago for a life in a foreign place? How has life changed for the family 
and friends he left behind? What memories are triggered by the experience? What has changed 
after all these years? What is the true meaning of home? These are all questions examined in 
the series Coming Home. 
 
11  Brazil 

 Also available: 60 min. version in German, Portuguese | 58 4812-01 

Eliane Fernandes Ferreira was born in an idyllic spa town in southern Brazil, but her fore-
fathers come from the north of the country: her great-grandfather was a rubber baron 
who sought his fortune in the jungles of the Amazon Basin. She is an ethnologist at the 
University of Bremen and is conducting research into Brazil’s indigenous peoples. More 
than 10,000 kilometers separate her adoptive home in Germany and the Amazon Basin 
where she works. But Eliane Fernandes Ferreira feels at home in both places.  

 
12  Japan 

It all started with a slice of bread: When Sambi Saito tasted the bread her father brought 
back to Tokyo from his travels in Germany, she knew she wanted to live in the place that 
produced such delicious fare. She came to Cologne to train as a baker and went on to study
nutritional science. Her visit home to Japan begins in Tokyo, where she was born and 
raised and where her parents still live. From Tokyo Sambi Saito travels to Miyagi Prefec-
ture, a region badly hit by the 2011 earthquake and tsunami. Other destinations include 
Kanazawa, Kyoto and Kobe. 
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Coming Home ---- 45 Min. 

What is it like for a person to return to his roots, to go back to the country of his childhood and 
youth, a country he left years ago for a life in a foreign place? How has life changed for the 
family and friends he left behind? What memories are triggered by the experience? What has 
changed after all these years? What is the true meaning of home? These are all questions exam-
ined in the series Coming Home – 45 Min. 
 
Each edition focuses on a protagonist who has at some point taken the decision to leave his 
homeland – whether it be in North Africa, South or Central America, or Asia – to live in Germa-
ny. We accompany him on a journey to the country of his birth. Because he knows the language 
of the nation and has spent part of his life there, the insights he provides go much further than 
those of a tourist or foreign journalist. At the same time, the program captures two differing 
viewpoints of each nation: the viewpoint of a foreigner who is also a native citizen, and the 
viewpoint of the native citizen who is also a foreigner. Most of our protagonists feel at home in 
both their old home and their adoptive one – or in neither. 
 
01  A Journey with Nazir Peroz through Afghanistan 

 Also available: 60 min. version in English, German, Spanish | 58 4812-02 

Computer science and developing nations – these are his specialist subjects. Nazir Peroz, 
who was born in Afghanistan, heads the Center for International and Intercultural Com-
munication at Berlin’s Technical University. His aim is to advance the process of establish-
ing an IT system in his home country. Four times a year, the computer scientist travels to 
the university cities he’s working with: Kabul, Mazar-i-Sharif and Herat. Terrorist attacks 
and hostilities are part of everyday life here. But Nazir Peroz does not allow that to stand 
in his way. 

 
02  A Journey with Saruul Fischer through Mongolia 

Although she has lived in Germany since she was a young child, fashion designer Saruul 
Fischer has never forgotten her native Mongolia. In fact, her yearning for her childhood 
home has inspired new business ideas: She has clothing made out of the finest cashmere 
wool in small workshops in Ulan Bator, and sells them in Germany through her fashion 
label Edelziege. Saruul Fischer regularly returns to Mongolia to savor a traditional way of 
life there that might not exist for much longer. How does she see the changes occurring in 
Mongolia? Saruul Fischer shares with us her thoughts on her former home. 
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Facets of Life ---- 45 Min. 

Facets of Life documentaries and reports cover culture and education, business and science, 
historical and contemporary events as well as sports and leisure. A wide variety of issues are 
investigated in depth and presented in an informative format, making for 45 minutes of capti-
vating television. 
 
02  Traces of the Past ---- German-Jewish Cultural Heritage Worldwide 

300,000 German Jews fled their home country during the Nazi era and were forced to re-
build their lives in exile. Their Jewish-European culture gradually blended with that of 
their adoptive home. “We tried to assimilate the best bits of everything,” says the physicist 
Ernst Wolfgang Hamburger, who lives in Sao Paulo. Some refugees returned to Germany 
and brought with them aspects of their host countries, such as Berlin resident Sonja 
Mühlberger, who spent her childhood in the Chinese city of Shanghai. Donna and Brian 
Swarthout from the US have come to live in Germany, the land of their ancestors, and to 
become German citizens. 

 
03  Get Lucky ---- Young, Skilled, Enterprising 

Marta Pérez has a dream. A young trained nurse from Vigo, she wants to start working in 
her chosen profession at last. IT expert Dimo Urumov from Plovdiv also spent ages look-
ing for a job in his home country, as did actress Mara Vlachaki from Athens and Paulo Ro-
drigues, an engineer from Lisbon. Like many other academics and skilled workers from 
Southern and Eastern Europe, they have few prospects of finding work in their home 
countries. As a result, hundreds of thousands have come to Germany, where employment 
stands at record levels but demand for skilled workers is increasing at the same time. Our 
documentary follows the four from Spain, Bulgaria, Greece and Portugal as they move to 
Germany and watches them take their first steps in their new lives. Will their hopes and 
expectations be fulfilled? Will they find their fortune? 

 
05  A Special Relationship ---- Germans in Israel. Israelis in Germany 

26-year-old Shahak Shapira lives in Germany – even though he has experienced anti-
Semitic hostility first-hand, and despite the fact that members of his family were killed in 
the Holocaust. Moreover, his grandfather died in the Munich massacre, the terrorist attack 
on the 1972 Olympic Games. Israeli singer Rilli Willow has also settled in Germany. Her 
great-aunt died in Auschwitz but Rilli married a German and now lives in Berlin. German 
chef Tom Franz converted to Judaism, has an Israeli wife and lives in Tel Aviv. German 
writer Sarah Stricker also lives and works in Israel. They are four examples of a new gener-
ation of Israelis and Germans who have stepped out of the shadow of the past to prove it’s 
possible to live together in peace and friendship.  
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06  90 Minutes for Israel and Germany – Football between Tel Aviv and Berlin 

These days Bayern Munich and its various world cup-winning German stars even have 
fans in Tel Aviv. And when Israeli international Almog Cohen, who now plays for Ingol-
stadt, steps on the pitch at his former club Nuremberg his German fans wave Star of David 
flags. Meanwhile, Michael Nees is helping to build the future of Israeli soccer as coach of 
the country’s under-21 team and as technical director of the Israel Football Association. 
When West Germany and Israel established diplomatic relations 50 years ago, all this 
would have been unthinkable. Football continues to play a significant role in normalizing 
ties between the two countries. What is it like to be a Jewish player in Germany? And how 
does a German coach in Israel cope with the burden of German history and the Middle 
East conflict? 

 
07  Generation 25 ---- Children of German Reunification 

25 years after German reunification, we take a look at the generation born in the years 
1989 and 1990, a watershed period in German history. Carefully selected portraits show 
young men and women who have not experienced their nation divided, or the Cold War. 
They talk about identity, success, career, love, family and life in the digital world. The key 
focus of the program is how it was to grow up in a country that was fusing itself back to-
gether, and their own individual view of Germany. 
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Afro.Germany 

Black people have been living in Germany for around 400 years, and today there are an esti-
mated one million Germans with dark skin. But they still get asked, “Where are you from?” Jana 
Pareigis is all too familiar with this often latently racist question. When she was a child, the 
Afro-German TV presenter also thought her skin color was a disadvantage. “When I was young, 
I wanted to be white”, she says. Pareigis takes us on a trip through Germany from its colonial 
past up to the present day, visiting other dark-skinned Germans to talk about their experiences. 
They include rapper Samy Deluxe, pro footballer Gerald Asamoah and Theodor Michael, who 
lived as a black man in the Third Reich. They talk about what it’s like to be black in Germany – 
and what needs to change. 
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Faith Matters 

Faith provides many people with a framework for life and a moral code. This series provides 
insights into matters of faith, with reports on contemporary Catholic and Protestant commu-
nities around the world. The main focus is on the purpose of existence, Christian values and 
social responsibility, as well as contributions Christians make to society, culture and the arts. 
Faith Matters portrays the everyday life of Christians; it reports on the latest events in the 
Christian community and on the work of churches in Germany and worldwide. 
 
87  Assisi ---- Home of a Man Who Inspired the Pope 

Christians from around the world visit the Italian town of Assisi in large numbers to pay 
their respects to its most famous son, St Francis. He also enjoys great popularity among 
members of other religions. The current pope was the first to take the name Francis in his 
honor. Brother Thomas, a Franciscan monk, likes to show visitors the many sights of the 
ancient town.  

 
88  The Struggle for Peace ---- Colombia’s Women Against Violence 

Colombia has suffered more than half a century of armed conflict between left-wing 
guerillas, right-wing paramilitaries and government troops. The statistics are shocking: 
220,000 people killed, 25,000 missing and more than four million displaced. We meet 
three courageous women who are fighting for peace in Colombia, each in her own way. 
One attacks injustice in her music, another has set up an organization to help victims of 
violence, while the third puts her faith in literature and education. 

 
90  Rescuing the Forsaken 

Sixty years ago, Father William Wasson, an American priest in Mexico, rescued a boy from 
a harsh prison sentence for stealing from a church poor box “because he was hungry”. 
Wasson won custody of the boy and eight others in the cell with him. That marked the 
beginning of the child welfare organization Nuestros Pequeños Hermanos, Our Little 
Brothers and Sisters. It now runs 11 children’s villages in nine Latin American countries. 
The aim is to help orphaned, abandoned or disadvantaged children grow into caring and 
productive members of their communities. 

 
93  Father Saju Dances the Bible 

Saju George Moolamthuruthi is a Jesuit Father and a dancer in the classical Indian style of 
Bharata Natyam. The dancing Jesuit priest, who sets a statue of the dancing incarnation of 
the Hindu god Shiva next to a figure of the Virgin Mary, has dedicated his life to worship 
through dance. He has made a name for himself internationally as a professional dancer, 
and has established a centre for art and culture in a poor district of Kolkata.  

 
94  Outcasts in Thailand ---- Brother Bernd and the AIDS Orphans 

There are about seven thousand HIV-positive children in Thailand. Most were infected by 
their parents, and many are now orphans. Brother Bernd is a Catholic missionary and 
nurse from Germany who has made it his mission to help at least some of these children. 
He lives and works in a small town in northeastern Thailand at a centre for children with 
HIV/AIDS. 
 

95  The Word as Image 

The artist Moritz Götze is covering the entire interior of a 1,000-year-old church in the 
town of Bernburg with representations of Bible stories in enamel on sheet steel. Like many 
others in the former East Germany, the church had gone to rack and ruin. So the secular 
artist and the church’s pastor, Sven Baier, began looking for sponsors to launch their am-
bitious project. 
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96  Protestant Nuns ---- The Sisters of Schwanberg 

In the southern German town of Schwanberg, there is a Lutheran convent where the nuns 
still follow the Rule of St. Benedict. The unusual situation has a historical explanation: 
when the Nazis banned the Christian Girl Guide organization in 1942, some of the young 
women continued to meet in secret at the local Benedictine monastery, and eventually 
founded their own – Lutheran – order. Today, 30 nuns live and work together in the con-
vent, which is housed in Schwanberg Castle. They offer visitors courses and seminars but 
also the opportunity to retreat and reflect. 

 
98  Luther ---- The Pop Oratorio 

The Protestant Reformation is one of the major turning points in the history of the west-
ern world, influencing the development of modern society to the present day. 2017 sees 
the 500th anniversary of an event that is widely seen as marking the start of the Refor-
mation: On 31 October 1517 Martin Luther is said to have nailed his 95 theses to the door of 
All Saints’ Church in Wittenberg. A pop oratorio on the life and work of the great Reformer 
was given its world premiere in Dortmund on Reformation Day 2015.  

 
99  The Right to Education ---- Syrian Refugee Children in Lebanon 

Lebanon currently has the highest per capita concentration of refugees in the world. Refu-
gees from Syria make up almost 30 percent of the population. Life is particularly hard for 
the 400,000 children among them. More than half of them do not go to school. Many are 
believed to be at risk of being brainwashed by extremists. For the Jesuit Refugee Service, 
education is the key to finding a sustainable solution. The organization does not distin-
guish between Muslims and Christians. Nor is it concerned with missionary work. It just 
seeks to help people in need. 

 
100  Saving the Amazon ---- Brother Ludwig’s Fight for Forests 

The Amazon River’s water level has dropped 12 meters. Brother Ludwig is relieved that the 
rains haven’t started yet and that he can still visit the fishing families on dry land. Alt-
hough they have been living on a tributary of the Amazon for three decades, these fami-
lies are going to be displaced by an enormous harbor project. The people here don’t offi-
cially own the land, so they are being evicted. Brother Ludwig and his colleagues are 
fighting on their behalf so that they might at least receive some compensation. 

 
101  One Step at a Time ---- Prosthetics for the Poor in Albania 

Albania is one of the poorest countries in Europe. What little medical care is available re-
mains unaffordable for many people. German orthopedic technician Daniel Müller works 
for the Christian charity Emergency Care Albania. In Pogradec, close to the border with 
Macedonia, he is the only one who can provide patients with prosthetic replacements for 
limbs they have lost. 

 
102  The Archbishop: A German Clergywoman in Sweden 

October 31, 2016, saw a special event in the Swedish city of Malmö. The Protestant and 
Catholic churches jointly celebrated the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. Pope Fran-
cis was in attendance, and his host was the head of the Church of Sweden, Archbishop Ant-
je Jackelén. 

 
103  Cologne Cathedral: A Work in Progress 

Cologne Cathedral is one of the most popular tourist attractions in Germany – and one of 
the largest structures of its kind in the world. It took six centuries to build, but the cathe-
dral has never really been completed. Restoration and reconstruction work is constantly 
underway – at a number of workshops nearby. 

 
104  Germany’s Growing Coptic Church 

Bishop Anba Damian may be the head of the Coptic Church in Germany, but he is remark-
ably down-to-earth. Despite the many challenges of his job, he still finds time for a game 
of football. His seat is in a former Cistercian monastery in the town of Höxter. 
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Railway Stories

 
Railways have always linked places and people. A train journey is a very special way to get
acquainted with a country and its inhabitants. Our Railway Stories are set on legendary routes 
and lesser-known lines, in old rolling stock, luxury carriages and high-speed trains. The stories 
present people for whom the railway can be many things: an employer, a means of transport or 
a tourist attraction. The routes lead through landscapes of spectacular beauty and rich in history 
all over the world. 
 
01  Along the St. Lawrence Seaway: With the Ocean Train Through Canada 

A train journey in Canada is a very special experience: the legendary Ocean Train operates 
the breathtakingly beautiful route between Montreal and Halifax on the Atlantic coast. 
Long sections of the 1,200-kilometer trip run alongside the mighty Saint Lawrence River 
and places of great significance in Canadian history. 

 
02  On the Adventurers’ Trail: With the Gem Express Through Brazil 

Glittering precious stones, adventurers in search of the big find, a Samba queen and Ouro 
Preto, the gold diggers’ town with its Baroque center – all this awaits travelers on the Bra-
zilian Gem Express from Belo Horizonte to the port city of Vitória north of Rio de Janeiro. 

 
03  A Magical Train Journey: On the West Highland Line Through Scotland 

Railway enthusiasts agree that the West Highland Line is one of the most stunning routes 
the world has to offer. The train snakes its way from Glasgow through the Scottish High-
lands to the sea. It traverses spectacular countryside along the way: high moorlands, bleak 
mountains, deep-blue lochs and craggy coastlines. 

 
04  A Historic Route: With the Mandalay-Lashio Express Through Myanmar 

The Mandalay-Lashio Express connects the humid lowlands with the hilly highlands. The 
route is more than a century old. Every day, many monks, traders, travelers and smugglers 
use the historic train service from the metropolis of Mandalay to the northeast of Myanmar. 

 
05  A Cruise on Railway Tracks: With the Shongololo Express Through Southern Africa 

Shongololo is the Zulu word for a long brown millipede, and it has become the name of a 
train route. The Shongololo Express travels through South Africa, Zimbabwe, Mozambique
and Swaziland. It also has minibuses onboard for excursions to places including the 
Etosha National Park and the Namib Desert. 

 
06  A Trip to Icy Climes: With the Polar Express Through Siberia 

The Yamal Peninsula in Siberia extends far into the Arctic Ocean. It is home to a small 
community of nomads and their reindeer. The Yamal Polar Express was only inaugurated 
in 2011. The railroad is owned by the Russian energy concern Gazprom, which uses the 
route to transport material and workers to the Bovanenkovo natural gas field.  

 
07  Andean Train Adventure: With the Tren Crucero Through Ecuador 

One of South America’s most spectacular train routes runs between Guayaquil on the Pacific 
Ocean and the Ecuadorean capital Quito. The luxury Tren Crucero has just 54 seats and is 
the only train that travels the entire 450-kilometer route. A highlight of the trip is the Nariz 
del Diablo or Devil’s Nose, a massive wall of rock. The Tren Crucero navigates the valley by 
making a series of zigzags and hair-raising horseshoe bends. 
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A Window on...

 
Cities are more than just a concentration of houses and people. Great cities have a very special 
appeal – not just for their residents, but also for visitors from all over the world. It is a joy to 
explore their beautiful buildings and public spaces, museums, galleries, shops and restaurants. 
Cities are also places where people go to realize their dreams, to live and to work. 
 
A Window on... takes a look at some of the most fascinating cities in the world – as seen 
through the eyes of people fortunate enough to live in them. 
 
05 Los Angeles 

California Dreamin’: City of dreams and dreamers on the US Pacific coast 
 
14  New York 

Manhattan and the beaches of Long Island: America’s glittering metropolis 
 

15  Rome 

The “Eternal City”: Modern life amid ancient walls 
 

16  Bangkok 

Thailand’s exuberant capital: The hub of Southeast Asia 
 

17  Saint-Louis 

The cultural heart of Senegal: “The Venice of Africa” 
 

18  Istanbul 

The city that straddles two continents: Turkey’s pearl on the Bosphorus 
 

19  Hamburg 

Germany’s largest port: Gateway to the world 
 

20  Melbourne 

Australia’s cult metropolis: Cosmopolitan and creative 
 

21  Marseille 

The oldest city in France: Mediterranean beauty 
 

22  Hong Kong 

China’s global city: Tolerant, freedom-loving and defiantly modern 
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globetrotting 

Distant lands, unfamiliar cultures, different customs: globetrotting tours some of the world’s 
most diverse destinations. From well-trodden tourist routes to remote and isolated regions, 
from big cities to unspoiled nature. Always in search of exceptional people and their stories, 
extraordinary sights and pristine natural beauty. 
 
01  The 1,000 Colors of Brazil 

Brazil is a country that feels like a continent. There are ancient forests and vineyards, 
fabulous beaches and savannahs, untouched nature and megacities with both favelas and 
elegant suburbs. Its people are united by a common language and a love of music and 
cultural diversity. We travel to big cities and to wilder corners of this immense country.  
 

02  A Highway Through the Heart of Australia 

Married couple Rick and Vicky Foote are truckers, and it’s a lifestyle they adore. Every 
week, they travel along the Stuart Highway through the sparsely populated regions of central 
Australia from south to north and back again. Places of spectacular natural beauty await 
them en route, as well as encounters with rakish types and fortune-seekers. 
 

03  Dagestan ---- The Unknown Caucasus Republic 

Dagestan is a republic of Russia, though it looks and feels nothing like Moscow or St. 
Petersburg. This region of the Caucasus Mountains has been settled for millennia. The 
Romans were there, as well as the Persians, Arabs and Mongols. Dagestan is home to dozens 
of ethnic groups speaking many different languages and dialects. 
 

04  Iceland ---- Nation of Fire and Ice 

In Iceland, the forces of nature put on a spectacular show: massive glaciers, powerful water-
falls, seething volcanoes. Mother Nature may appear unwelcoming to humans here, but 
the Icelanders have come to a beneficial arrangement with her. They extract salt from the 
sea, bake bread in the hot earth and use the hot springs to heat their greenhouses. 
 

05  The Young South Africa 

South Africa is often called the Rainbow Nation, because it is home to people of all dif-
ferent skin colors. This coexistence is not always easy, and of course South Africa has a 
painful history of colonialism, exploitation and racism. We meet young South Africans 
who are proud of their country and want to leave the past behind and look to the future 
with optimism. 
 

06  French Lifestyle in the Canadian Province of Quebec 

The Canadian province of Quebec was a French colony for a century and a half. The legacy 
of that era is still evident today: in the language, food and drink of the region. Quebec is 
also an area of great natural beauty, with many forests, lakes and rivers. The majestic St. 
Lawrence River is the province’s lifeline, and its gateway to the world. 
 

07  The Rich Culture of Bangladesh 

The inhabitants of Bangladesh refer to their nation fondly as “Sonar Bangla”, which means 
“Golden Bengal”. The majority-Muslim country is home to many Islamic cultural and 
architectural gems, but also witnesses to its Hindu and Buddhist past. Signs that times are 
changing can be found everywhere – but perhaps most evidently in the capital Dhaka. 
 

08  Jordan ---- A Pearl of Sand and Stone 

Jordan is a fascinating nation that elegantly upholds both traditional and modern life-
styles. In contrast to the fast pace of life in the booming capital Amman and the flourish-
ing tourist resort of Aqaba on the Red Sea, many Bedouins still lead a traditional way of 
life in the country’s mountains and desert. Jordan is also home to one of the world’s most 
magnificent treasures: Petra, the ancient city of the Nabataeans, carved out of the rock. 
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09  New Zealand ---- Dream Destination in the Pacific 

Few travel destinations can rival New Zealand for its beauty and diversity. It has every-
thing from icy glaciers to bubbling volcanoes and lush rainforests. And the people have a 
reputation for being friendly and welcoming. New Zealand also boasts the steepest street 
in the world, Baldwin Street in the city of Dunedin – with a gradient of 35 percent.  

 
10  France’s Sun-Drenched South 

The port city of Marseille on the French Mediterranean coast has been working hard to 
improve its image. Over the past few years, the old town has been rejuvenated and many 
new museums have been built. About a hundred kilometers to the west is the Camargue, a 
fascinating marshy landscape that’s home to white horses, black bulls and pink flamingoes. 

 
11  Ethiopia ---- In the Highlands of the Blue Nile 

Ethiopia boasts dramatic landscapes and fascinating archaeological sites, including ancient 
palaces and churches carved into the rock. A trip to Ethiopia is an unforgettable experi-
ence. The Blue Nile Falls near the city of Bahir Dar are among the country’s biggest tourist 
attractions. 

 
12  Uruguay ---- Nation on the Silver River 

Uruguay is the second smallest nation in South America and is very sparsely populated. 
Away from the bustling capital Montevideo, people lead their lives with a disarming se-
renity. The herds of horses and beef cattle on the pampas form the basis of the country’s 
economic prosperity. 

 
13  Bhutan ---- Kingdom in the Himalayas 

Bhutan was almost completely isolated from the rest of the world until the 1960s. But the 
kingdom between India and China is slowly opening up and emerging as an increasingly 
popular travel destination. A visit to Bhutan feels like stepping back in time: few places in 
the world can boast such pristine landscapes and traditional ways of life. 
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Transoceânica

The World’s Longest Bus Journey 

 
The three-part documentary series Transoceânica – The World’s Longest Bus Journey takes 
the viewer through the heart of South America. The series follows a bus that travels from Rio de 
Janeiro to Lima. The bus trip lasts six days and covers a distance of 6,300 kilometers – a journey 
of superlatives. A voyage filled with contrast: from the Atlantic, it leads initially through a 
savannah landscape, then through the Earth’s largest area of wetland, the Amazon jungle, and 
finally up to the Andes and the Pacific on the western side of the mountain range. The road 
movie affords the viewer a glimpse into the soul of South America. It shows the beauty of its 
nature and the pride of its people, but also some of the negatives: environmental pollution, 
poverty and crime. 

 
 

VERSIONS 
English, Spanish (03 x 60 min.) 
 

RIGHTS 
Not available worldwide.  
Please contact your regional 
distribution partner. 
 

ORDER NUMBER 
58 4888 | 01-03 
 

  



dw-transtel.com Programs in High Definition | DW Transtel
 

 

  

 

   

      

PEOPLE 
PLACES 
 
 
 
DOCUMENTARY 
30 MIN. 

    

       

  
 

Life’s a Beach!

The World’s Finest Seaside Towns  

These are some of the world’s most famous places, their names inextricably associated with a 
yearning for the sea, sand and sunshine. People have been drawn to these locations on the 
shores of the world’s oceans for generations: Initially, well-heeled visitors came for the health 
benefits and to stroll along the promenade. But nowadays, people come to coastal resorts for 
other reasons – many of them of a sporting nature. Places that began life as simple fishing 
villages have now become prime real estate with grand villas, exclusive restaurants and chic 
hotels. But despite the rapid pace of development, much of the old charm still remains.  
 
01  Biarritz ---- French Sophistication and Sporting Style 

Biarritz is undoubtedly stylish and sophisticated, but it also has a wild side. The luxury hotels
and pretty villas lining the clifftops overlook the tempestuous waters of the Atlantic Ocean. 
French Emperor Napoleon III spent his honeymoon here. These days Biarritz is more  
relaxed and mellow: it has become a paradise for surfers.  

 
02  Hua Hin ---- Preferred Destination of Thai Kings 

Hua Hin is Thailand’s oldest seaside resort. The royal family came here to escape the heat 
of Bangkok in the 1920s, injecting Hua Hin with international flair. The town now hosts a 
well-known jazz festival every year in June. Local people who used to earn their living 
fishing or farming now run hotels and restaurants. 

 
03  Usedom ---- Welcome Escape from the German Capital 

Its proximity to the German capital earned Usedom the nickname “Berlin’s Bathtub”. For 
more than 100 years holidaymakers have been drawn to the island’s long sandy beaches. 
While restored villas and quirky wicker beach chairs are a feature of the resorts on the 
German side of the Baltic island, beaches on the Polish side are the domain of kite surfers.

 
04  Forte dei Marmi ---- Bathing Culture and Italian Dolce Vita 

For generations, Italian aristocrats, tycoons and intellectuals have flocked to Forte dei Marmi
in Tuscany. The waterfront is lined with bagni, private beach clubs or bathing establishments
complete with bar and changing cubicles, sunloungers and parasols. The atmosphere is  
relaxed, and guests often remain loyal to “their” bagno throughout their lives. 

 
05  Sochi ---- The Russians’ Number One Spa 

Sochi is a Black Sea resort many Russians dream of visiting. It has everything: Sun, palm 
trees and invitingly warm sea water. Sochi enjoys a long tradition as a health spa resort of-
fering a range of treatments and massage; its beaches are always full during the high season.

 
06  Western Cape ---- South Africa’s Natural Paradise 

Surfers and adventurers have always been drawn to the coastline of South Africa’s Western 
Cape province, a region characterised by rough winds and rugged landscapes. It all began 
in Muizenberg, a fishing village discovered by wealthy residents of Cape Town in the late 
19th century. Many of their villas and brightly-colored beach huts remain to this day. 
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07  Copacabana ---- Bossa Nova and the Body Beautiful 

It is said that for many Brazilians, beauty is the key to happiness. In Copacabana, bodies are 
tanned, honed and presented for all to admire. Whether you live in a favela or an exclusive 
neighborhood, on Rio’s most famous beach, everyone is the same. Out of this cultural mix 
there emerged a musical genre that took the world by storm: Bossa Nova.  

 
08  Brighton ---- England’s Seaside Party Destination 

Brighton’s reputation as a town devoted to the pursuit of pleasure was firmly established 
more than two centuries ago. It was frequented by the wealthy, by aristocrats and by 
members of the British royal family. The future King George IV built its most exotic land-
mark, the Royal Pavilion, as a venue for his extravagant parties. The railway brought millions
of daytrippers, drawn by the town’s magnificant piers and many entertainments. Brighton 
has retained its popularity to this day. 

 
09  Opatija ---- A Breath of Fresh Air on Croatia’s Adriatic Coast 

In the late 19th century, Opatija was a favorite health resort for European aristocrats. Many 
rich families built opulent villas here. But two world wars, the Socialist era in what was 
then Yugoslavia and the wars of the 1990s have left deep scars. Now Opatija is being restored 
to its former glory. 

 
10  Long Island ---- A Playground for America’s Upper Class 

With their miles of sandy beaches within easy reach of New York City, the Hamptons on 
Long Island are among the world’s most expensive and exclusive communities. You need 
to a be a multi-millionaire to be able to afford a house here. On their estates, golf courses 
and polo fields, the rich and beautiful like to keep to themselves. 

 
11  Deauville ---- Little Paris on the northern coast of France 

The modern resort of Deauville was planned 150 years ago as an escape for wealthy Parisians. 
The railway made it easy to reach the Normandy coast. Deauville has retained much of its 
19th-century charm and still attracts Paris high society.  

 
12  Essaouira ---- Morocco’s Windy City 

Essaouira is a relaxed, cosmopolitan place with an exotic flair – and cool winds the year 
round. The port city used to be associated with the hippy era, having played host in the 
1960s to the likes of Jimi Hendrix, Bob Marley and the Rolling Stones. These days, people 
are attracted by the sandy beaches and the great surf. 

 
13 Ischia ---- Italy’s Thermal Spring Island 

Ischia has more thermal springs than anywhere else in the Mediterranean region. People 
have been taking to the waters here for more than 2,000 years, and not just in the sea: Its 
mud and thermal waters are used to treat a number of complaints. The ancient Greeks and 
Romans came to this island in the Gulf of Naples two millenia and more ago, in the Middle 
Ages it was the Spanish. Today, Ischia attracts tourists from all over the world.  
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On Island Time 

Islands often figure in our dreams and fantasies. We are drawn to the idea of white sandy 
beaches and clear blue water, remoteness and tranquility. Real islands can be tiny coral reefs or 
huge expanses of land, nation states with large cities and millions of inhabitants; they can be 
located in tropical climes or in the icy waters of the Arctic. Many secluded islands have devel-
oped their own distinctive flora and fauna. 
 
As for their human inhabitants, there is often talk of an island mentality. Many islanders are 
closely bound up with the ocean, are involved in maritime trade or fishing, and maintain local 
traditions. We tell of South Sea islands, natural paradises, islands of fire and ice as well the lives 
of island dwellers. 
 
01  Hainan ---- China’s Tropical Paradise 

02  Usedom ---- Germany’s Sunshine Island in the Baltic 

03  Cape Verde ---- Creole Culture off the West Coast of Africa 

04  Elba, Montecristo and Gorgona ---- Italy’s Tuscan Islands 

05  Saint Lucia ---- Caribbean Zest for Life Under the British Crown 

06  Dalmatia’s Island Garden ---- Off the Coast of Croatia 

07  Big Island ---- Hawaii and the Ring of Fire 

08  Capri, Ischia and Procida ---- In Italy’s Gulf of Naples 

09  Lofoten and Iceland ---- Islands in the Arctic Ocean 

10  The Canaries ---- Spain’s Volcanic Archipelago 

11  Rodrigues ---- In the Shadow of Mauritius 

12  Mallorca and Menorca ---- Spanish Mediterranean Sisters 

13  The Maldives ---- Island Realm in the Indian Ocean 
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By the River, by the Water

Rivers define the landscape and the lives of those who live along their banks. They supply 
water, food and construction materials and make the land fertile. Rivers transport people and 
goods and are the source of many myths and legends. They are places of recreation and the 
habitat for countless animal and plant species. All over the world, the quantity and the quality 
of river water are decisive in determining the quality of life. On our journeys along the rivers of 
the world, we meet people who live with the water and depend on it for their livelihood and we 
provide insights into cultures and habitats. 
 
01  The Mekong ---- China’s Wild River 

In China the Mekong is known as the “Lancang Jiang”. Rising in the mountains of Tibet, it 
flows through the Chinese province of Yunnan. Wild at first, it is restrained later by several 
dams. Still located on the banks of the river in the north of Yunnan are ancient villages through 
which the celebrated Tea Route once wound its way. Further south, where the landscape 
becomes flatter, rubber plantations and tropical rain forests line the Mekong. Here, many 
ethnic minorities have preserved their customs. They include Tibetan Buddhists, Christians 
belonging to the Lisu, and the Bulang, an ethnic group with south-east Asian roots. In Jinghong
the Dai celebrate Po Shui Jie, the water splashing festival which is their version of the Asian 
New Year’s festival. The Dai have lived by the Mekong for centuries and once had their own 
kingdom. When the Lancang Jiang leaves China, it has reached roughly the half-way stage on 
its journey to the sea. But, as the Mekong, it still has to cover some 2,500 kilometers before 
reaching its delta in Vietnam.  

 
03  The Niger ---- Through the Heart of Africa 

The green banks of the Niger act as a barrier to the Sahara. After rising in Guinea, Africa’s third 
biggest river takes a puzzling course. It heads north-east, away from the sea and towards the 
Sahara and then turns south in a huge arc and finally enters the Atlantic in Nigeria. On its way 
through Mali the Niger flows past ancient adobe towns, picturesque riparian landscapes, and 
lively markets. The city of Djenné is famous for being the site of the world’s biggest adobe 
mosque. Following a heavy thunderstorm in 2009, part of the mosque collapsed. The changing 
level of the water in the Niger determines the rhythm of life of the people who inhabit its banks.
In the herders’ village of Diafarabé, a spectacular livestock drive takes place every year when 
thousands of zebu cattle cross from their grazing grounds on the Saharan side to the opposite, 
greener bank of the Niger. Only when the river is carrying enough water can the Général 
Soumaré, an old steamship, operate the stretch between the trading centers of Mopti, Timbuktu,
and Gao. Then, it’s high season for the women traders who sell their goods along the Niger. 
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Germany’s Coastlines 

Germany’s Coastlines along the North Sea and Baltic Sea offer more than 1,000 kilometers of 
beach, extraordinary landscapes and unparalleled habitats. There are beautiful old towns that 
became prosperous and powerful as members of the Hanseatic League engaged in international 
trade. Germany’s Coastlines look stunning from the air. We follow the rugged North Sea coast 
from Emsland in the west to the fashionable island of Sylt. We trace the Baltic shore from 
Flensburg near Denmark to the island of Usedom on the Polish border.  
 
Germany’s Coastlines not only explores the landscapes and seascapes, it also profiles people 
who have found contentment by the sea and who cannot imagine living anywhere else. From 
the shrimp fisherman who plies the dangerous North Sea as one of the last practitioners of an 
ancient craft, to the “professional Viking” who gives visitors to the Baltic an idea of life in the 
legendary city of Hedeby. The programs were filmed with a Cineflex high-definition aerial 
camera system. Originally developed for top-secret reconnaissance purposes, today the Cineflex 
is regarded as the best helicopter camera in the world. 
 
01  The North Sea Coastline 

02  The Baltic Sea Coastline 
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Come and See My World!

The three baby rhinos really keep 14-year-old Newton on his toes! Their mothers were killed by 

poachers near his home in Kenya, and now they’re being looked after by Newton. He does all he 

can to ensure that the rhinos can live safely in the wildlife reserve close to his village. Shakira 

and Erick live in the Cuban capital Havana, and dedicate every free moment to preparing for 

their big dream: to one day tour the world as professional dancers. 13-year-old Emily lives in a 

real castle in Britain. Her parents run a hotel there and place great importance on good manners. 

Emily organizes a black-tie dinner party to mark her mother’s birthday. 

 

Crazy hobbies, commitment to a cause, everyday problems and, time and again, the courage to 

tackle new challenges: The lives of our protagonists are as varied, interesting and diverse as 

their home countries. They invite us to take a look: Come and See My World! 

 

01  Hassani and His Whalesharks (Tanzania) 

02  Sarah Goes for it (Germany) 

03  Te Kopae Becomes a Man (New Zealand) 

04  Tim Plays Ice Hockey (Germany) 

05  Ngiti and Ueukurunda’s Big Adventure (Namibia) 

06  Manuel Protects Nature (Nicaragua) 

07  Carla, the Cowgirl (France) 

08  Fadhel Wants a Falcon (Abu Dhabi) 

09  Gina’s Exciting Circus World (Germany) 

10  Malte Takes the Rough with the Smooth (Germany) 

11  Ekuwam the Water Scout (Kenya) 

12  Giovanni and the Gondolas of Venice (Italy) 

13  Baljaa and the Blue Sky (Mongolia) 

14  Luca Wants to be a Soccer pro (Germany) 

15  Little Tammy Sings for Peace and Justice (Uganda) 

16  Wilder’s Wild Life (South Africa) 

17  Mackline and Her Life in the Forest (Uganda) 

18  Rauna and Her Reindeers (Finland) 

19  David, a Musician Through and Through (Germany) 

20  Zhang Chen and the Full Moon (China) 

21  Newton, the Rhino Ranger (Kenya) 

22  Shakira and Erick Dance in Havana (Cuba) 

23  Emily Lives in a Castle (Britain) 

24  Ken and the Japanese Drums (Germany) 

25  Maneuneu, Flower Girl of the South Seas (Cook Islands) 

26  Lucia Travels Back in Time (Germany) 

27  Luigi and the Hurricane (The Philippines) 

28  Jessica, the Girl from the Amazon (Colombia)  

29  Gaurav and the Kites (India)  

30  Lisa Loves Chimpanzees (Kenya)  

31  Emil and the Bridge Jumpers of Mostar (Bosnia and Herzegovina)  

32  Suleiman Rides the Waves (Tanzania)  

33  Florentine, an Exceptional Athlete (Germany)  

34  Muskaan’s Bollywood Dreams (India) 
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Need to Compete

Fun and excitement --- this is what we expect from games and contests. Whether it’s about
sport, dexterity or artistic talent --- the pleasure is common to almost all the world’s cultures. 
Many contests are based on ancient traditions, others are of more recent provenance. But for 
all their differences, they have one thing in common: they bring people together. Alongside 
our urge to play, they also fulfill our Need to Compete. 
 
01  Cabers, Hammers and Kilts – The Highland Games in Scotland 

Highland Games are held every year across Scotland’s rugged north. In what are known as 
‘‘gatherings’’, members of Scottish clans come together to compete in disciplines such as 
caber tossing and Highland dancing. Although it may at first look rather odd to outsiders, 
these games have deep historical roots. The traditions go back centuries. 

 
02  A Racing Driver for a Day – Push Cart Derbies in Jamaica 

Push carts are an integral feature of street life in Jamaica. The homemade wooden carts are 
used to transport goods or serve as mobile snack stands. Once a year, owners spruce up 
their push carts for a special derby: Who can steer their cart the fastest through the bus-
tling streets? 

 
03  For the Honor of the Neighborhood – Old-Style Soccer in Italy 

Every year in June, the Piazza Santa Croce in the heart of Florence is turned into a 
sandcovered sports pitch. In a game of calcio storico, teams from the city’s four districts 
fight for possession of the ball. The rules and costumes date back to the late 16th century. 
Injuries are not infrequent. What matters is victory, and the honor of representing your 
neighborhood in the contest. 

 
04  Betting on Insects – Cricket Fighting in China 

Cricket fighting is a traditional Chinese pastime that dates back more than a thousand 
years. Male field crickets from a small area in the northeast of China are said to be the 
most combative. The insects are sold at street markets all over the country, and prize 
fighters can cost upto a thousand Euros. The battles take place in small transparent boxes. 
Spectators place bets and, nowadays, can follow the action on a large screen. The cricket 
that throws its opponent out of the ring three times is declared the winner. 

 
05  Fireworks for the Gods – Rocket Festivals in Thailand 

People living in Isaan province in northeast Thailand gather every year to celebrate the 
Bun Bang Fai festival: huge homemade rockets are fired into the sky to impress the gods. 
In return, it is hoped the gods will then start the rainy season, which is crucial for the  
harvest. Festival participants spare no effort or cost in making their brightly decorated 
rockets, some of them more than five meters long. People believe that the owner of the 
highest-flying rocket can be certain of winning the gods’ favor. 
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The Power of Sports

Sport is the world’s most popular leisure pursuit, quite apart from major competitions and 
international leagues. But sport is also much more: It has the ability to connect and inspire 
people regardless of their age, social status and background. The Power of Sports observes 
those who seek passion, concentration, team spirit, competition and recognition through sport --- 
people who have succumbed to its fascination. 
 
01  The Beautiful Game – Amazonia’s Most Eccentric Soccer Tournament 

In the world’s largest amateur soccer tournament, the Peladão, 700 teams battle it out for 
victory and recognition over a period of four months. The competition runs in parallel 
with a beauty pageant. Each beauty queen is assigned to a soccer team and her success can 
further the squad’s chances in the overall results, even if it loses. 

 
03  Alone Against the Ocean – Crossing the Atlantic in a Rowboat 

In the Rames Guyane race, rowers from all over the world attempt to cross the Atlantic us-
ing sheer muscle power. The film observes three men as they set out from Senegal, bound 
for French Guiana, in special rowing boats fit for the rigors of the high seas. In their solo 
battle against the forces of nature and their own physical limits, one thought should keep 
them going: The way is the goal. 

 
05  Skating in the Himalayas – Indian Women Play Ice Hockey 

The region of Ladakh in the very north of India lies on a high plain, and it’s freezing cold 
there for many months of the year. Ice hockey is a very popular sport, and it’s attracting 
an increasing number of women. One of the most successful female teams is that of the 
SECMOL youth program. Ice hockey is an important element of the curriculum for this 
educational initiative. 

 
06  Soccer in the Mountains – Peru’s Female Kickers 

Women from a Peruvian village in the Andes play soccer at an elevation of 4,000 meters ---
in full traditional costume and according to their own set of rules. One of the ways they 
train for their matches against other female teams is to undertake long and strenuous 
hikes. The effort pays off --- their sporting success even helps them to attain political influ-
ence in their local community. 

 
07  Surfin’ Persia – Riding the Waves in a Hijab 

Three sportswomen are striving to establish the sport of surfing in Iran. At first, the idea 
met with criticism in this male-dominated society; but before long entire families were 
turning out to watch the women surf, dressed in neoprene suits and hijabs. The sport has 
even found favor with a local member of parliament in this remote corner of southeastern 
Iran, and the decision has been taken to teach youngsters here how to surf. 

 
08  When Dreams Come True – The Children’s Soccer World Cup 

At the Soccer World Cup for 10- to-12-year-olds, the dream of many youngsters becomes a 
reality: to be able to run onto the pitch wearing the national strip. For some of the talented
players, it’s the first time they’ve ever been abroad. In this contest, team spirit and fairness 
are just as important as learning to cope with defeat and disappointment. 

 

VERSIONS 
Arabic, English, Spanish  
(12 x 30 min.) 
 

RIGHTS 
Not available worldwide.  
Please contact your regional 
distribution partner. 
 

ORDER NUMBER 
46 4835 | 01, 03, 05-14 
 

  



dw-transtel.com Programs in High Definition | DW Transtel
 

 

      

      

SPORTS 
MOTORING 
 
 
 
DOCUMENTARY 
30 MIN. 

  

       

   
09  Open Water Race – Australia’s Courageous Swimmers 

Every year, thousands of swimmers from all over the world pit themselves against the tides 
of the Indian Ocean. In the Rottnest Channel Swim, contestants have to cover a distance of 
20 kilometers out in the open sea. Rough waters, unpredictable weather and the enormous 
distance make this event one of the world’s most dangerous swimming competitions. 

 
10  Fighting with a Heart – Italy’s Venerable Boxing Master 

For more than 50 years, Lucio Zurlo has been running a boxing studio in a poor and tough 
neighborhood of Naples. He is a successful coach: several of his protégés have won titles. 
Though the ‘maestro’, as everybody calls him, is approaching 80, he still personally looks 
out for his students every day, and has helped many stay away from a life of crime.  

 
11  Winning Girl – Hawaii’s Aspiring Judo and Wrestling Champ 

Teshya’s life revolves completely around judo and wrestling. Her family is totally supportive, 
accompanying her to every competition, convinced that one day Teshya will be the best. 
This is the story of an elite athlete on her way to the top of her sport and of a girl facing the 
challenges of growing up. 

 
12  The Wadi Rum Cup – Jordan’s Royal Horse Race 

Wadi Rum, Jordan’s best-known desert landscape, provides the backdrop for an iconic en-
durance race. Once a year some 70 participants from all over the world compete in the 
race over a distance of 120 kilometers. Heat, sand and powerful gusts of wind make this a 
hugely challenging event for both the horses and their riders. 

 
13  Tour du Faso – Africa’s Greatest Bike Race 

The Tour du Faso is regarded as the friendlier African version of the Tour de France. In 
temperatures of up to 40 degrees Celsius in the shade, African pros and more adventurous 
European riders compete over a 10-stage course across the savannah of Burkina Faso. When 
European perfectionism meets the African fighting spirit, and sand tracks meet high-tech, 
it quickly becomes clear that anything is possible. 

 
14  Football Made in Germany – The Secret of its Success 

German soccer has long been regarded as a success story, certainly since the national 
squad won its fourth world championship title. This success is based on a unique system 
of promoting gifted young players that involves a nationwide network of talent scouts, in-
tensive training at special centers, right through to the U21 national team. A look behind 
the scenes of the German Football Association’s recruitment and coaching program. 
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Your Final ---- Watching with the World 

The 2014 World Cup final was watched all over the world. More than 700 million people in 194 
countries watched the final between Germany and Argentina. No other single event was 
watched by this many people. DW filmed people watching the final all over the globe and peo-
ple around the world sent us material of them watching the match. In pubs in Europe, on a 
beach in New Zealand, a kiosk in Berlin, a taxi in Moscow, living rooms in Africa and at a 
barbeque party in America people where all doing the same thing at the same time: watching 
soccer.  
 
The World Cup final divides people into two camps, it brings people together and also drives a 
line between friends, it sends one nation into ecstasy and depresses another. The match mirrors 
everyday life: The tragedy of success and failure. 
 
See the world's greatest game from a different perspective. 
 
 

VERSIONS 
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MotorMania

Motor racing. The latest car technology. Classic cars. Automobile design: MotorMania is the 
ideal swift introduction to all issues concerned with mobility. For motor racing enthusiasts, 
tuning fans and anyone interested in technology. Or simply for all those fascinated by the 
subject of four-wheel transport. 
 
Application & Tips 

06 x 03 min. 

How does global car sharing work? When does it make sense to use winter tires? What should 
you watch out for when you’re buying a car? MotorMania provides helpful tips and answers to 
everyday motoring questions, unveils innovative ideas and presents new possibilities for mo-
bility arising from technological advances. 
 
Classic Cars 

22 x 03 min. 

Despite all the innovations on the market, classic cars still enthrall and delight: the elegant 
forms, gleaming chrome, and engines motorists can still tinker with themselves. When it 
comes to the classics of automobile history, these are the cars that get pulses racing and have 
fans all over the world. 
 
Racing & Events 

07 x 03 min. 

You won’t find these cars in any car dealership. They have been tuned for maximum perfor-
mance or simply to get noticed. Most are only authorized for the racetrack, and carmakers use 
them to test out technology and to showcase their performance potential. In the exotic world 
of car tuning, extreme models are lovingly customized by their owners to make them stand 
out from the crowd. 
 
Technology, Development & Design 

16 x 03 min. 

Car manufacturers are developing new technologies to make road travel safer, greener and 
more modern. The global race to find the most efficient drive technology, the most intuitive 
cockpit or the most attractive vehicle design means exciting and innovative new products are 
coming on the market on an almost daily basis. 

 
 

VERSIONS 
English (51 x 03 min.) 
 

Arabic (42 x 03 min.) 
 

RIGHTS 
Worldwide, VOD, Mobile 
 

ORDER NUMBER 
41 4871 | Diverse 
 

  



 

dw-transtel.com Programs in High Definition | DW Transtel

  

 

   

      

MUSIC 

 
 
 
 
DOCUMENTARY 
60 MIN. 

   

       

  
 

The Beethoven Hair Mystery 

Beethoven wrote the most famous sequence of notes in Western music history: the first four
notes of his Fifth Symphony. But, tragically, he could not hear the wonderful music he created 
because he was deaf. 
 
The work of Ludwig van Beethoven, who was born in Bonn in 1770 and died in Vienna in 1827, 
brought the Viennese School to its stylistic zenith, and thereby served as a bridge between 
Classicism and Romanticism. 
 
For much of his life Beethoven suffered from various illnesses and was often in great pain. He 
died at the age of 56. For decades, researchers have tried to reconstruct the progression of his 
illnesses and seek clues as to the cause of his death. 
 
Analysis of strands of his hair by scientists in the US suggests Beethoven died from lead  
poisoning. That might also explain his deafness, mood swings and angry outbursts. But it is not 
clear why he should have been exposed to a lot of lead. 
 
There are also questions about the history of the lock of hair that was brought to the US for 
analysis. One day after Beethoven died, his friend the pianist and composer Johann Nepomuk 
Hummel visited his apartment to bid him farewell. Beethoven’s body was laid out in his coffin. 
Hummel was accompanied by a young student of his named Ferdinand Hiller, who cut off the 
lock of hair as a memento. It was kept by the Hiller family and passed on as an heirloom 
through the generations. The lock came into the possession of a doctor in a small town in  
Nazi-occupied Denmark. Who gave him the hair? Why? Nobody knows. Half a century later, in 
1994, his daughter sold it at Sotheby’s in London. The two Americans who acquired it commis-
sioned the forensic analysis, which found the level of lead in Beethoven’s hair to be 100 times 
higher than normal. 
 
 

VERSIONS 
English, Spanish (01 x 60 min.)  
 

RIGHTS 
Not available worldwide.  
Please contact your regional 
distribution partner. 
 

ORDER NUMBER 
68 4876 
 
 

  



dw-transtel.com Programs in High Definition | DW Transtel
 

 

      

      

MUSIC 

 
 
 
 
DOCUMENTARY 
60 MIN. 

  

       

  
Spotlight On 

Pieces of music that remain etched on the memory have been written throughout time. Even
though the concept of “hits” did not yet exist in the Baroque, Classical or Romantic era when 
they were composed. And often, they are just as popular today – if not more popular. What is it 
about these works that has made them so famous? What makes them so fascinating? When, 
where and how were they created? Who composed them? What motivated the composer to 
write this particular piece? How difficult or easy are they to sing or play? Where were they usu-
ally played in the past, and where are you most likely to hear them today?  
 
We shine a Spotlight on incomparable pieces of music. As well as playing excerpts of the music
in question, we visit key locations in the creation process and provide an insight into the life 
and work of the composer. 
 
01  Ludwig van Beethoven’s “Für Elise” 

“Für Elise” by Ludwig van Beethoven is one of the best-known pieces of piano music ever 
written. A catchy tune attempted by most students of the instrument, it’s also one that 
virtuoso pianists like to perform as an encore. Beethoven first sketched out the piece in 
the early 19th century, but it didn’t become popular until long after his death, as more and
more pianos were sold all over the world. “Für Elise” became an international hit when the
French pianist Richard Clayderman released a pop version of the song in the 1970s. The 
identity of the mysterious Elise named in the title has eluded scholars for centuries.  

 
02  Edward Elgar’s “Land of Hope and Glory” 

“Land of Hope and Glory” is the most popular British hymn and best-known work of the 
British composer Edward Elgar. Whether played in the concert hall or the soccer stadium, 
the music is recognizable to everyone after just a few notes. To this day, the piece serves as 
England’s unofficial national anthem. A song used to celebrate a nation, but also to take it 
into war. When its composer realized just how much his work had become associated with 
death and suffering, he withdrew from public life and ceased composing, devoting himself 
to observation of the natural world. Nevertheless, he will always be remembered for this 
hymn above all else. 

 
03  Sergei Prokofiev’s “Peter and the Wolf” 

The musical fairytale “Peter and the Wolf” is the best-known work by Russian composer 
Sergei Prokofiev. But without the Moscow theater director Natalya Sats, he would never 
have written it at all. It was her idea to commission a piece that would tell children an en-
gaging story while introducing them to the sounds of different instruments. A short time 
after the work was premiered, Natalya Sats was arrested by the Soviet secret police and 
taken to a labor camp. The circumstances of her arrest are still a mystery to this day.  
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Composers of Genius 

In this series, we profile Composers of Genius from a range of eras – from the Baroque and
Rococo periods via Classicism and Romanticism to the modern epoch. What kind of lives did 
they lead? How did they think? How did they approach their work and what makes their music 
so special? The programs include excerpts from their most beautiful works played by famous 
soloists and orchestras from all over the world. 
 
01  Baroque Star George Frideric Handel 

George Frideric Handel is a giant among Baroque composers. The three years he spent in 
Italy as a young man were formative. Rome was the inspiration for ideas that would stay 
with him throughout his life and result in new compositions time and again. In Venice, he 
was so popular the locals called him “the dear Saxon”. He became a celebrity in London, 
where he was honored with a life-size statue during his lifetime. Despite his dizzying suc-
cess, he never lost his sense of social responsibility. 
 

02  Mendelssohn the Classical Romantic 

Felix Mendelssohn is one of the stand-out musicians of the Romantic period. As a young 
composer, conductor, pianist and organist, he toured numerous countries to great ac-
claim. His fan base was especially large and enthusiastic in Italy and England. But 50 years 
after his death, he fell out of favor. Critics described his music as pleasing and elegant, but 
lacking in depth. Mendelssohn wasn’t rediscovered until the first half of the 20th century. 
Today he is among the most popular of the European greats. 
 

03  Franz Liszt – The Pilgrimage Years 

Franz Liszt was one of the most productive composers of the 19th century. He composed 
in many different styles and genres and was a pioneer of program music. He is considered 
one of the greatest pianists of all time. With his companion Marie d’Agoult – the mother 
of his three children – he set off on his first trip to Italy in 1837. It was there that he con-
ceived many of his most famous compositions and cemented his reputation as a virtuoso 
performer. 
 

04  The Art of Chopin 

Frédéric Chopin, as the French call him, or Fryderyk Chopin, as he is known in Poland, is 
one of the most influential and popular pianists and composers of all time. He was raised 
in Warsaw as the son of a Polish mother and a French father, but moved to Paris at the age 
of 21. He soon strayed from well-worn compositional paths to develop his own style. His 
romantic-poetic piano artistry influenced generations of composers. Although many of 
his works sound straightforward and accessible, they are very difficult to play and repre-
sent a huge challenge for any pianist. 
 

05  Richard Strauss and His Heroines 

Richard Strauss was one of the leading exponents of the program music of the late 19th 
century and wrote some of the great operas of the 20th century. He expanded the scope 
and timbre palette of the orchestra. Women played a key role in his life and work, first and
foremost his wife Pauline de Ahna, to whom he was married for more than 55 years. She 
gave up her career as an opera singer for him, and supported him throughout his life. She 
inspired Strauss to write some of his most beautiful and ethereal songs. 
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Masters of Classical Music 

Music is a language of emotions that needs no words and is understood by everyone. The poet 
Rainer Maria Rilke called it “language where languages end”, and the violinist Yehudi Menuhin 
once said: “Music speaks for itself – if we give it a chance.” 
 
In the series Masters of Classical Music, European music from all periods is given a chance: 
From Baroque and Rococo to Classical and Romantic and beyond. The music is interpreted by 
outstanding orchestras and soloists from all over the world. Conductors include such eminent 
artists as Claudio Abbado, Daniel Barenboim, Pierre Boulez and Sir Simon Rattle. 
 
01  Antonín Dvořák: Symphony No 9 in E Minor op. 95 “From the New World” 

50 min. 

Berlin Philharmonic, Conductor: Claudio Abbado 
 

02  Johannes Brahms: Violin Concerto in D Major op. 77 

41 min. 

Berlin Philharmonic, Conductor: Claudio Abbado, Soloist: Gil Shaham 
 

03  Johann Sebastian Bach: Magnificat in D Major BWV 243 

30 min. 

Amsterdam Baroque Orchestra & Choir, Conductor: Ton Koopman 
 

04  Gustav Mahler: Symphony No 5 in C Sharp Minor 

68 min. 

Lucerne Festival Orchestra, Conductor: Claudio Abbado 
 

05  Richard Strauss: An Alpine Symphony 

56 min. 

Staatskapelle Dresden, Conductor: Giuseppe Sinopoli 
 

06  Béla Bartók: Concerto for Orchestra 

42 min. 

Berlin Philharmonic, Conductor: Pierre Boulez 
 

07  Igor Stravinsky: The Firebird 

43 min. 

Berlin Philharmonic, Conductor: Sir Simon Rattle 
 

08  Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Piano Concerto No 17 in G Major, KV 453 

29 min. 

Cleveland Orchestra, Conductor: Franz Welser-Möst, Soloist: Leif Ove Andsnes 
 

09  Ludwig van Beethoven: Piano Concerto No 1 in C Major op. 15 

37 min. 

Staatskapelle Berlin, Conductor and Soloist: Daniel Barenboim 
 

10  Felix Mendelssohn: Scottish Symphony 

39 min. 

Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra, Conductor: Riccardo Chailly 
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Christmas Music 

Gloria in Excelsis Deo – Celebratory Music at Christmas

68 4878 | 01 x 82 min. 

The little town of Marienberg is situated in the Ore Mountains of eastern Germany. Its late 
Gothic Church of St. Mary is the setting for the Christmas concert Gloria in Excelsis Deo. The 
soprano Ruth Ziesak, the Wernigerode Radio Youth Choir, the Ensemble Sonora and the 
Sächsische Bläserphilharmonie under its conductor Thomas Clamor perform a range of music 
that suits the festive season. 
 
THE PROGRAM: 
 
George Frideric Handel: Tochter Zion freue dich (Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter of Zion) 
Martin Luther: Vom Himmel hoch da komm ich her (From Heaven Above, to Earth I Come) 
Richard Wagner: Elsas Zug zum Münster (Elsa’s Procession to the Cathedral) 
Peter Tchaikovsky: Excerpts from The Nutcracker Suite 
Felix Mendelssohn: Denn er hat seinen Engeln befohlen (For He Shall Give His Angels Charge) 
Richard Eilenberg: Petersburger Schlittenfahrt (Petersburg Sleigh Ride) 
John Francis Wade: Adeste Fideles 
Engelbert Humperdinck: Abendsegen (Evening Prayer) 
Siegfried Köhler: Tausend Sterne sind ein Dom (A Thousand Stars are a Cathedral) 
Franz Xaver Gruber: Silent Night, Holy Night 
 
 
 
White Christmas – International Christmas Concert 

68 4877 | 01 x 52 min. 

This Christmas Concert at the grand Konzerthaus in Vienna brings together artists from all 
over the world to sing a wide range of songs. The performers are the ORF Radio Symphony 
Orchestra with its conductor Karel Mark Chichon, the Vienna Boys Choir, the Vienna Choral 
Society, and the soloists Bernarda Fink (soprano, Argentina), Tamar Iveri (soprano, Georgia), 
José Cura (tenor, Argentina), and Boaz Daniel (baritone, Israel). 
 
THE PROGRAM: 
 
Robert Stolz: Es blüht eine Rose zur Weihnachtszeit (A Rose Blooms at Christmas) 
Carl Orff: Fortuna Imperatrix Mundi 
Hector Panizza: Aria from the opera Aurora 
Heitor Villa-Lobos: Cantilena from Bachianas Brasileiras No. 5 
Arturo Márquez: Danzón No. 2 
Ariel Ramírez: Navidad Nuestra 
Nunu Gabunia: On the Morning of 25 December 
Irving Berlin: I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas 
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Schumann at Pier2 

The German Philharmonic Chamber Orchestra Bremen and its conductor Paavo Järvi dust off 
the symphonies of Robert Schumann and present them in a new light. They offer a refreshing 
take on the work of one of the greatest composers of the Romantic era.  
 
“After performing all of Schumann’s symphonies you get a sense that what you learned 
about him at school was simply wrong. Robert Schumann’s symphonic music is amazing. If 
you’re brave enough to look beyond tradition and focus solely on the music, you’ll see just 
how impressive it is.” 
 
The project Schumann at Pier2 consists of two elements: a concert film and a recording of 
Schumann’s four symphonies. 
 
The concert film “Schumann at Pier2” offers a new and unconventional encounter with 
Schumann’s symphonic oeuvre. The film stars the Estonian-American conductor Paavo Järvi 
and the German Philharmonic Chamber Orchestra Bremen. The setting is Pier2, a former ship-
yard in Bremen harbor. Usually a venue for rock and pop concerts, on this occasion it hosts 
performances of Schumann’s symphonies for a young audience. 
 
The film observes the orchestra during rehearsals and presents elaborately recorded perfor-
mances. Paavo Järvi explains key sections of the symphonies and talks about Schumann’s life. 
Studio-takes show members of the orchestra playing selected passages from the symphonies 
and talking about what makes them so special. “Schumann at Pier2” combines these various 
filmic elements – concerts, rehearsals and studio recordings – into an entertaining, informative 
and fascinating musical experience. 
 
Schumann at Pier2 ---- Concert film with Paavo Järvi and the  

German Philharmonic Chamber Orchestra Bremen 

Documentary 02 x 45 min. 

 
01  Symphony No 1 in B flat major, Op. 38, ‘‘Spring Symphony’’ 
 35 min. 

 
02  Symphony No 2 in C major, Op. 61 
 41 min. 

 
03  Symphony No 3 in E flat major, Op. 97, ‘‘Rhenish Symphony’’ 
 36 min. 

 
04  Symphony No 4 in D minor, Op. 120 
 34 min. 
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Sarah’s Music ---- Contemporary Classical 

Sarah’s Music – Contemporary Classical is a magazine dedicated to the rich diversity of
classical music. Presenter Sarah Willis, who is also a world-class horn player with the Berliner 
Philharmoniker, gets up close and personal with the stars of the classical music world.  
 
What motivates a star conductor like Sir Simon Rattle to rehearse Carl Orff’s ’Carmina Burana’ 
with a children’s choir? Or how does one of the world’s famous opera singers, Plácido Domingo,
remember his cooperation with the celebrated conductor Herbert von Karajan? 
 
In each edition Sarah Willis will present European concert highlights, showcase top events and 
welcome a star guest. The British host was born in the US but grew up in Tokyo, Boston and 
Moscow. Sarah’s Music – Contemporary Classical gives audiences around the globe a peek 
behind the scenes of current productions. 
 
01  Sarah Willis is at the Kulturforum Festival in Berlin to take a look behind the scenes. She  

speaks to Sir Simon Rattle, Chief Conductor of the Berliner Philharmoniker, about his 
vision for involving children from all walks of life in classical music and follows his  
rehearsals with a young choir as they prepare to perform Carl Orff’s ‘Carmina Burana’. 

 
02  Sarah Willis meets top Venezuelan conductor Gustavo Dudamel and they discuss the  

magic of open-air concerts. And she takes part in a very special event: Once a year, the  
Berliner Philharmoniker plays in front of 20,000 spectators at the Waldbühne, an open-
air amphitheater in the German capital’s Olympic Stadium complex. 

 
03  Sarah Willis meets one of the world’s most famous opera singers, Spanish tenor Plácido 

Domingo. Sarah talks to Plácido Domingo about the world’s major music festivals and 
why performers are always keen to perform in such a context. She also visits the Salzburg 
Festival, which has attracted hundreds of thousands of music fans from around the world 
during July and August since its inception in 1920. 

 
04  Sarah Willis pays a visit to the annual Beethovenfest in Bonn. She meets Latvian conductor 

Andris Nelsons to discuss the life and work of the great composer Ludwig van Beethoven. 
This festival features a performance by the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra of all 
nine of Beethoven’s symphonies. 

 
05  Sarah Willis focuses on stringed instruments. Every musician has a story to tell about their 

instrument. Sarah Willis speaks to German cellist Alban Gerhardt and renowned violin-
makers Daniel Kogge and Yves Gateau about their experiences. The program also features 
music performed by the Borodin Quartet from Russia. 

 
06  Sarah Willis attends the Echo Klassik Awards in Munich where she experiences some red  

carpet glamour and talks to the stars of the classical music world about what it takes these 
days to reach the pinnacle of the profession. 
 

07  At the Mozart Week festival in Salzburg, Sarah visits the famous riding school where horses
are trained to perform to music by Mozart and other composers. Sarah Willis discusses the 
spectacle with horse choreographer Bartabas and the conductor Marc Minkowski. 
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08  What precisely is a double reed, and why are woodwind players always tinkering with 

their instruments? To get answers to these questions and others, Sarah Willis meets the 
“Double Reed Club” – the oboists, bassoonists and cor anglais players from the Berlin 
Philharmonic. 
 

09  During music recordings, who is responsible for making sure the sound is perfect? This 
question has Sarah Willis wondering, so she visits the famous Teldex Studio in Berlin. 
 

10  Sarah Willis meets the world-famous French piano duo Katia and Marielle Labèque in 
Paris. The two sisters have been making music together since their childhood. They’re also 
known for their extravagant stage outfits. What’s the secret of their success? 
 

11  All the world’s best musicians want to play at New York’s Carnegie Hall. What is it about 
the famous concert hall that makes it so special? Sarah Willis explores the reasons for the 
venue’s mythical status and meets the Norwegian pianist Leif Ove Andsnes. 
 

12  In the Education Wing at the Carnegie Hall in New York, Sarah Willis takes part in a hip 
hop workshop. What does her horn sound like when it’s underlaid with an electronic beat?
 

13  The 21C agency in New York advises classical musicians on their use of social media. Sarah
Willis visits the consultancy to find out how the Internet can best serve her interests. 
 

14  The Metropolitan Opera in New York, or the Met for short, is one of the most famous 
opera houses in the world. Sarah Willis goes backstage during rehearsals for the opera 
Manon by Jules Massenet and talks to the General Manager of the Met, Peter Gelb.  
 

15  At the Max Planck Institute in Göttingen, Sarah Willis meets scientists who are analyzing 
musicians’ movements with the help of magnetic resonance tomography and motion 
capture technology. She even allows herself to be used as a guinea pig. 
 

16  Håkan Hardenberger from Sweden is widely considered to be the greatest living trumpet 
soloist. Sarah Willis meets him at a concert with the Berlin Philharmonic conducted by 
Andris Nelsons. 
 

17  At the 4th Opera Gala of the German AIDS Foundation in Bonn, 11 renowned young singers
perform for a good cause. Of all the different genres, why is classical music so well suited 
to benefit events such as these? 
 

18  Sarah Willis meets the Austrian star percussionist Martin Grubinger at the 2015 Eurovision
Song Contest in Vienna. What does it feel like to perform for 200 million television viewers 
worldwide? 
 

19  Once a year, the Berlin Radio Choir and conductor Simon Halsey stage a sing-along concert
at the Philharmonie hall. The concerts are always a huge hit, involving 1,300 singers from 
all over the world. Sarah Willis is among them. 
 

20  Classical music is intensive training for the brain. The neurologist Eckart Altenmüller, 
who is professor at the Institute of Music Physiology and Musicians’ Medicine at Hanover
University of Music, Drama and Media, explains why. 
 

21  An iconic portrait of Johann Sebastian Bach, painted by Elias Gottlob Haussmann probably 
in Leipzig, has returned to that city from the United States. Sarah Willis goes to Leipzig to 
meet the conductor and Bach specialist Sir John Eliot Gardiner, who has a longstanding 
and surprising connection with this picture. 
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22  Sarah Willis joins the Israeli mandolin player Avi Avital for a stroll through Berlin. They 

jump on a rickshaw and organize a musical picnic. What is more, Avi Avital convinces 
some techno fans that the mandolin is a cool instrument. 

 
23  Sarah Willis travels to the Japanese city of Sapporo for the Pacific Music Festival. This 

international festival of classical music was founded by the legendary conductor Leonard 
Bernstein. Every year world-renowned artists from all corners of the globe take part. 
 

24  In 2015 the Australian World Orchestra performed at the famous Sydney Opera House 
under the baton of Sir Simon Rattle. The ensemble is made up of Australian musicians 
who play in some of the best orchestras at home and abroad, Sarah Willis flew to Sydney 
to have a listen and to talk with instrumentalists and the conductor. 
 

25  This episode is aimed first and foremost at very young music fans! Sarah Willis goes to 
Beethoven’s hometown of Bonn, to join a group of children walking in the footsteps of the 
great composer. Together they visit the house where he was born and undertake an inter-
active journey. 
 

26  Sarah Willis talks to the cellist Sol Gabetta and the violinist Daishin Kashimoto about 
chamber music and its very special charms. And we hear excerpts from the concerts per-
formed by the two at the Beethoven Festival in Bonn. 
 

27  In this episode of Sarah’s Music, find out what it feels and sounds like to experience a  
concert sitting among the musicians themselves. Sarah attends a Mittendrin (“right in the 
middle”) concert in Berlin, part of a special series of performances. The conductor Iván 
Fischer talks about the genesis of his idea. The Konzerthaus orchestra plays the Firebird 
Suite by Igor Stravinsky. 
 

28  The French Horn was Germany’s Instrument of the Year in 2015. Sarah explores the path  
from animal horns to musical instrument – with the help of a rhino and 70 horn players! 
 

29  Sarah spends the day backstage at the famous Theater des Westens in Berlin, as it puts on 
Chicago The Musical. She meets the cast and musicians and finds out how the musical 
theater prepares to perform the Broadway classic. 
 

30  Sarah is in Vienna to discover the secrets of the Viennese Waltz. Dance instructor Thomas 
Schäfer-Elmayer sweeps her off her feet, and live waltzes are provided by the ensemble 
The Philharmonics. 
 

31  Sarah spends the day at the Deutsche Oper in Berlin watching the rehearsals of everyone’s 
favorite Christmas ballet, The Nutcracker. 
 

32  Sarah delves into the Sarah’s Music archives with editor Kevin to find and share some of  
her favorite moments so far. But how to choose? There have been so many over the past 
18 months! See which moments she selects in this special episode. 
 

33  Peter Sellars from the United States is one of the most exciting opera and theater directors
of our time. Sarah Willis watches him work on a production of Debussy’s opera Pelléas and 
Mélisande at the Berlin Philharmonic. 
 

34  The famous Simón Bolívar Symphony Orchestra of Venezuela is on tour in Berlin. Sarah 
holds a Horn Hangout with the horn section live online, answers questions from all over 
the world and attends the orchestra’s concert in the Philharmonie. 
 

35  Sarah visits the world’s only Ice Music Festival, in Geilo, Norway, where all the musical  
instruments are made out of ice and the concerts are held outdoors. We had to dress 
warmly for this one! 
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36  Sarah meets the great Russian pianist Daniil Trifonov. She finds out how he chooses a 

piano for important concerts and is thrilled to hear him live for the first time. 
 
37  Germany’s top electronic and club music composer and DJ Henrik Schwarz blends techno

and classical music in his work. What are the challenges facing classic musicians who per-
form his tracks? 
 

38  From New York to Japan to Australia – every place Sarah Willis visits with her horn becomes 
the subject of an episode of Sarah’s Music. See some of her favorite locations during the 
making of the program so far. 
 

39  Renowned tenor Ian Bostridge and pianist Julius Drake perform “Winterreise” in Berlin. 
The two British musicians have specialized in the Lieder genre for many years now, and 
Ian Bostridge has written a book about Schubert’s glorious song cycle. 
 

40  The German National Youth Orchestra is on tour in Germany with talented young musicians
aged 14-19. Sarah is delighted to spend time with them and reminisce about how 
wonderful it is to play in a youth orchestra. 
 

41  The Lufthansa Orchestra is made up of 60 musicians who all work for the company – as  
pilots, flight attendants, technicians and office staff. They gather two or three times a year 
for some very special concerts. Sarah joins them to make music and talk about their two 
great passions: music and flying. 
 

42  Daniel Hope – violinist, author, broadcaster, musical activist and festival director – talks 
to Sarah Willis during a festival at the Konzerthaus Berlin celebrating the life and work 
of his mentor, Yehudi Menuhin. 
 

43  This very British episode features the Band of the Coldstream Guards, one of Britain´s oldest
and best known military bands. Sarah gets an exclusive, behind the scenes insight into 
a day in the life of the band. 
 

44  Sarah spends the day with Brooklyn Rider, one of New York´s finest and most experimental 
string quartets. In this episode they play a concert at the National Sawdust venue in 
Brooklyn as part of the New York Philharmonic Biennial. 
 

45  Sarah spends the day in New York with the multi-talented musician Damien Sneed, 
exploring and experiencing first-hand the power of gospel music. 
 

46  384 trombone players gather in New York to try and break a flashmob world record during
the 2016 International Trombone Festival. And Sarah is in the middle of it all. 
 

47  Sarah spends a day at the inspiring Music Academy of the West in Santa Barbara, California,
where every summer, the halls and the beach are filled with music played by talented 
young musicians from all over the world. 
 

48  Revisit five of Sarah’s favorite music communicators from the series. These important 
people in the classical music world are passionate about what they do and each one has 
unique ideas for communicating their love of music. 
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